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NORTON CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   
FEBRUARY 22, 2016 
 
Roll Call Rick Rodgers    Also Present:     
  Dennis McGlone  Mayor Mike Zita 
  Joe Kernan    Valerie Wax Carr 
  Dennis Pierson  Ron Messner 
  Paul Tousley   Justin Markey 
  Scott Pelot-Excused  Karla Richards 

Charlotte Whipkey  
      

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, February 22, 2016 at 7:00 PM, in the 
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of 
silent prayer.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE-There were no reports. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Jack Gainer, 3920 Wadsworth Road, Norton, Ohio, asked for Council to consider supporting 
the schools with a resolution. Mr. Gainer stated he had spoken with Mr. Sams-School Board 
President and he had tried to get some communication going between the City and the School 
Board; however that did not happen.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
Consideration of the February 1, 2016 Committee Work Session-Approved as submitted. 
Consideration of the February 8, 2016 Special Committee Work Session-Approved as submitted. 
Consideration of the February 8, 2016 Regular Council Meeting-Deferred to 3-14-16. 
Consideration of the February 17, 2016 Committee Meeting-Deferred to 3-14-16. 
Consideration of the February 17, 2016 Special Council Meeting-Deferred to 3-14-16. 
 
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Mayor Zita had asked for the last of the final participants (Ms. Connie Nutter) for the Charter 
Review Committee to attend this evening because she could not make it last week. Mayor Zita 
indicated that she would be present shortly. Mrs. Carr noted her memo to Council regarding the 
Nexus Pipeline discussed last week (see attached). Ms. Whipkey asked if there was any new 
information from the EPA and Mr. Markey replied nothing more, it’s the same from last week. 
We are aware that they had an internal meeting, we are waiting to hear of those results.   
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION 
RES #14-2016   
Mr. McGlone offered Res. #14-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
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A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A 4.6 MILL RENEWAL LEVY 
APPEARING ON THE MARCH 15, 2016 BALLOT AS ISSUE #6 TO PROVIDE 
NECESSARY FUNDING FOR FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES IN 
THE CITY. 

Mr. McGlone moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yes: McGlone, Whipkey, Rodgers, Pierson, Kernan, Tousley 
  No:  None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

Mr. McGlone moved to adopt Res. #14-2016, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. McGlone 
reminded everyone that this is a renewal and that your taxes will not be going up. Mr. 
McGlone noted this is a five year renewal and will not be brought up again until 2021. 
Mr. McGlone stated that the Fire Department does not get any money from the General 
Fund.  

Roll Call: Yes: McGlone, Whipkey, Rodgers, Pierson, Kernan 
  No: None 

Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Tousley abstained from voting.  

INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION 
 
ORD #5-2016  
Mr. Kernan offered Ord. #5-2016 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH INSITE ADVISORY GROUP, LLC FOR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONSULTING SERVICES, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.  

Mr. Kernan moved to adopt Ord. #5-2016, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. 

Roll Call: Yes: Kernan, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: None 

Motion passed 6-0. 

RES #6-2016   
Mr. Pierson offered Res. #6-2016 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO 
REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE 
ROAD MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Res. #6-2016, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 
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Roll Call: Yes: Pierson, Whipkey, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Tousley 
  No: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

RES #11-2016  
Mr. Tousley offered Res. #11-2016 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF RON CLAWSON, MARY 
ANN DRISCOLL, JACK GAINER, THOMAS MARINO, ANDREW MULLINS, 
CONNIE NUTTER AND RICHARD ORENDAS TO A TERM ON THE CHARTER 
REVIEW COMMISSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 7.01 OF THE CHARTER OF 
THE CITY OF NORTON, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Mr. Tousley stated that he had intended to waive the third reading for this tonight, 
however he deferred this to Mayor Zita since Ms. Nutter would be present shortly. Mr. 
Kernan suggested we take a short recess, and then address the public hearing and get the 
agenda back to its proper order.  

At 7:08 PM, Ms. Whipkey called for a short recess in order to properly time in for the 
Public Hearing that is scheduled for 7:15 PM.   

PUBLIC HEARING  
At 7:15 PM Ms. Whipkey temporarily adjourned the Regular Council Meeting to convene the 
Public hearing for Res #10-2016.  A Resolution to approve the placement of farmland located at 
3631 S. Medina Line Road in an agricultural district. Ms. Whipkey asked the Clerk of Council 
to certify the legal notice for this public hearing.  Mrs. Richards certified that the legal notice for 
this public hearing was published in the Barberton Herald on February 3, 2016 and a certified 
letter was also mailed to the applicant on February 28, 2016. Ms. Whipkey called three (3) times 
for anyone in favor of the renewal application to come forward, and no one came forward. Ms. 
Whipkey stated she will always support these applications now and in the future, we need your 
products that you are growing in our community in addition to what you are doing for our 
environment. Ms. Whipkey called three (3) times for anyone against the renewal application to 
come forward, and no one came forward. At 7:17 PM Ms. Whipkey closed the Public Hearing 
for Res. #10-2016 and reconvened the Regular Council Meeting back into session.   
 
Mayor Zita introduced Ms. Connie Nutter as a candidate for the Charter Review Commission. 
Ms. Nutter of 3500 Shellhart Road, Norton, came forward. Mr. Pierson asked for her opinion on 
the public speaking relating to their input; would you rather have this in writing or in person? 
Ms. Nutter stated she was unclear of his question. Mr. Pierson, explained how that would work 
and asked if he was part of the audience could he speak, and Mrs. Nutter stated she has no 
problem with that. Mr. Kernan clarified that Ms. Nutter was open for having people speak out 
and contributing input to which Ms. Nutter concurred. Mr. Tousley thanked her for taking her 
time to serve. Ms. Whipkey noted that most of the other Boards and Commissions are a paid 
position, however the Charter Review Commission is not paid and they are volunteering their 
time for as long as it takes, and she thanked all for serving.  
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RES #10-2016  
Mr. Kernan offered Res. #10-2016 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:   

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE PLACEMENT OF FARMLAND LOCATED AT 
3631 S. MEDINA LINE ROAD IN AN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT.  
 
Mr. Kernan moved to waive the third reading, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yes: Kernan, Whipkey, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley 
  No: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

Mr. Kernan moved to adopt Res. #10-2016, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yes: Kernan, Whipkey,  Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley 
  No: None 

Motion passed 6-0. 

RES #11-2016 Continued 

Mr. Tousley moved to waive the third reading, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yes: Tousley, Whipkey, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson 
  No:  

Motion passed 6-0.  

Mr. Tousley moved to adopt Res. #11-2016, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. Rodgers 
stated he had raised an objection to one of the candidates at the last meeting and in 
review of the minutes before him; he does not see that reflected in the minutes.  Mr. 
Rodgers asked Mrs. Richards if this is in the minutes somewhere? Mrs. Richards 
indicated that due to the fact you have three (3) sets of minutes deferred to the next 
meeting she would need to check because those comments could be in those sets Mr. 
Rodgers stated that as long as the minutes reflect that he would not bring that back up; 
however he cannot support this legislation as long as that candidate remains on the 
legislation.  

Roll Call: Yes: Tousley, Whipkey, McGlone, Kernan 
  No:  Rodgers, Pierson  

Motion passed 4-2.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. Rodgers stated he had missed last Wednesdays meeting; however he is ashamed of the 
conduct of some on Council and going against what he thought was an agreement the week 
before and even further by not passing Res. #3-2016, after passing #2-2016 without any 
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opposition. Mr. Rodgers stated something to the effect that Mr. Kernan had even stated that is 
why Norton will not move forward and it’s a shame of Norton. We had an opportunity to explore 
a more high tech system of sewers that could have saved the residents of Nash Heights 
potentially $4,000.00 to $5,000.00 per benefit in costs and you denied them that opportunity to 
even see the final costs. We have talked about this for over two (2) years, spent a lot of time and 
research. In addition we have paid out over $165,000.00 in engineering; which you all voted for 
and yet continued to vote for the research for two bids; one for vacuum and one for gravity. Yet 
for whatever reasons in the eleventh hour, you denied the residents of the entire community this 
opportunity and he speaks for all the residents in the community. We have wasted this money 
and we need to think about that when it comes to our roads. We had the opportunity to save this 
City as a whole, millions of dollars on this project and you didn’t even let it come to the light of 
day. It’s shameful racketeering; he doesn’t know how to describe it. Mr. Kernan called appoint 
of order, we are currently under Unfinished Business and this vote is finished business and does 
not belong here. Mr. Kernan stated he can appreciate the fact Mr. Rodgers was not here last week 
and did not have the opportunity to voice what he wanted to say. However, it’s very important to 
keep these meetings running smoothly and stick with the rules, which is why we have them. We 
have talked about this for nearly two (2) years and now it’s just not appropriate to beat this horse 
again. Mr. Pierson agreed with Mr. Kernan, the meetings should run smoothly, however when 
people give their word to make the meetings go smoothly and then go back on their word, it says 
a whole lot about character. It is shameful and he had four people that called about it and he 
won’t bother to use the language the people used in regard to some of these members, but he 
finds it astonishing when people give their word, they do not keep it.  He expects people to keep 
their word from here on out, but it’s been demonstrated twice certain members won’t it was Mr. 
Kernan who was the one that brought up the compromise. Mr. Tousley stated he wants Council 
to reconsider this issue because he understands it does not cost anything to let this out to bid to 
see what the real difference is. Up front we had a $1.27 million difference which is about 
$100.00 for every man, woman and child in this City that is not being saved, when last week we 
had three (3) members concerned that the $11,200.00 figure was just too low. Mr. Tousley stated 
that if Res. #3-2016 had passed at the same assessment, that is $4,500.00 that could have been 
added to that, which could have been $15,700.00 assessment, which is much more affordable. 
Mr. Tousley stated that it makes no sense to him that we can wring our hands and say that’s not 
affordable, without giving an opportunity to look at one that could save at least $1 million 
dollars. Mr. Tousley asked Mr. Markey what could be done at this point? Mr. Markey noted a 
motion to reconsider has to be done by the prevailing parties or the no vote to ask for 
reconsideration. Mr. Tousley asked those on Council that voted no to reconsider this. Mr. Kernan 
stated according to Roberts Rules the motion to reconsider is required to be made at the same 
meeting or on the same day, and Mr. Markey stated he would have to clarify that. Mr. Tousley 
asked if the Administration would know about the speed trailers we discussed purchasing for the 
Police Dept? Mrs. Carr stated we have been working to get the cost down, and they have been 
ordered. Mrs. Carr stated that she believed Officer McShane is working on this and they have 
been ordered at the lower cost, and she would report that information back to Council. Mr. 
Rodgers asked if there was any grant money for this and Mrs. Carr replied no, but we did get a 
better price. Mr. Rodgers asked where we are on the trash contract? Mrs. Carr stated she has 
been working on this most of last week with Mr. Markey and this is nearly completed and 
possibly may be done by the end of this week.  
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Mr. Pierson asked if you are working on a template or from scratch? Mrs. Carr noted she has 
received bid packets from six (6) other communities and we made some comparisons of what we 
like and what we didn’t like and we have built it from there. It has been re-written from scratch 
and you would not recognize it now. Mr. McGlone asked about the rates and they changed every 
year and it looks like the rate from last year is the same for this year. Mrs. Carr noted that the 
contract in the legislation technically ends on March 15, 2016.Mrs. Carr stated that they would 
not be allowed to go above and beyond what is in the current contract. Mr. Rodgers asked about 
the residents concerns about the three (3) month billing cycle in advance, and if this was 
addressed? Mrs. Carr stated she has been discussing this with ReWorks and we may be able to 
bill monthly, but they are never going to allow you to pay after as the company could get stuck.  
Mrs. Carr added that most communities they had looked at were billed quarterly and may be able 
to be done as an option. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Whipkey noted there will not be a Workshop held on Monday February 29, 2016 as 
previously discussed and since the newly approved Council Rules has removed this we will no 
longer be required to do so. We can always discuss issues in the Council meetings or hold a 
special meeting. Mrs. Carr noted that she understood that Council had intended to have 
discussion on the Cleveland-Massillon Road Widening project particularly the traffic issues for 
that Workshop and she would still like to do that. In April the contract will be official let and we 
would know later on in either May or June who the contractor will be and we could have 
discussion at that point.  
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Kernan announced the Wolf Creek Players are having their plat this weekend, Thursday-
Saturday. Last weekend went very well and it was well attended. The doors open at 6:00 PM 
Contact  330-825-3814 for reservation information. Ms. Whipkey noted our next meeting will be 
March 7, 2017.  
 
PUBLIC UPDATES 
Mr. Rodgers noted a resident from Nash Heights had gone downtown to speak with Holly Miller 
at Summit County to see if there any financial aid for her sewer project. There apparently is none 
for sewers but there is funding of up to about $30,000.00 for assistance for septic systems in 
Summit County. Mr. Rodgers asked the Administration to look into this and if that is available to 
get this information out to our residents. Ms. Whipkey asked Mrs. Carr to explain this more in 
detail if possible as she understood there was help available for the residents with sewers. Mrs. 
Carr stated that information is a little gray because as a City we have the ability to apply for 
CDBG Funds which we are planning on doing and is part of our next round to apply for which 
will take place the end of next year. Mrs. Carr noted that this would only assist the residents with 
their private connections. This is based on income status and they would have to fill out all of the 
HUD required documents. Mrs. Carr noted that Twinsburg Township did this a few years ago. 
Mrs. Carr stated she was surprised that Ms. Miller did not mention this because we have 
discussed this with her last year, unless the program has changed since then which they will 
discuss with her again. Mr. Tousley asked if outside of the City funds, doesn’t Summit County 
still have assistance available? Mrs. Carr stated not for sanitary sewers as a stand alone, but she 
believed they did for septic systems.  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                Regular Council Meeting 
                                                                                                                                                                                                          February 22, 2016 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Page 7 of 7 

 

7

 
ADJOURN 
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:42 PM. 
 
________________________________ 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council 
 
 
I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on March 14, 2016. 
 
________________________________ 
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE CLERK OF 
COUNCIL** 

 
 

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building, unless 
otherwise noted.  
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