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NORTON CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014 
 
Roll Call: Scott Pelot    Also Present:    

Dennis McGlone   Mayor Mike Zita 
Danny Grether    Valerie Wax Carr 
Dennis Pierson   Ron Messner 
Paul Tousley-Excused   Justin Markey 
Charlotte Whipkey   Karla Richards 
Rick Rodgers    Ann Campbell 

 
   

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at 7:01 PM, in the 
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to 
order by Rick Rodgers, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
moment of silent prayer.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 
Mr. Rodgers officially acknowledged the September 2014 Budget Reports as being 
received from the Finance Director.  
 
Rodgers moved to reconsider #91 2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. Rodgers wanted 
to reconsider this for a 4th reading and another vote of Council tonight. Ms. Whipkey 
wanted to make it clear to the public on why. Last week we had only 5 members present 
and needed 5 votes to pass with emergency language per our charter as we were one vote 
short the ordinance is currently not in effect. Mr. Pelot clarified that this vote now is to 
reconsider this later on the agenda.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether 

Nays: Pierson 
 

Motion passed 5-1.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to add Ord. #96-2014 to tonight’s agenda. Mrs. Carr stated the 
application was submitted last Friday and all is in process. Mrs. Carr asked that all 
readings be waived with emergency language.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson, Whipkey 
  Nays:  None  
 
Motion passed 6-0.  
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
Summit County Public Safety Issue 12 Presentation from Summit County Emergency 
Management Agency-Valerie De Rose, Summit County Sheriff's Office Chief of 
Corrections-Greg Macko, and Summit County Sheriff’s Office-Lt. Doug Smith. Ms. 
DeRose, discussed Issue 12 Public Sales Tax and noted that Chief Greg Macko and Lt. 
Doug Smith are also present. Ms. DeRose distributed a fact sheet handout (see attached). 
Ms. DeRose stated the arena issue has been pulled from the ballot language and this will 
time out in ten (10) years. Ms. DeRose noted the sales tax is primarily to help with 911 as 
we need to keep up with the new technology and the 800 MHZ radios will be obsolete in 
a few years.  
 
Note: There was a brief recess at 7:10 PM due to audio issues. At 7:20 PM Mr. Rodgers 
moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting and enter into Executive Session due to the audio 
issues seconded by Ms. Whipkey. The purpose to convene into Executive Session is to 
discuss the employment of a public employee under ORC 121.22(G) (1) and Section 3.12 
of the City Charter.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 6-0. Due to not having the audio properly working, instead of a voice 
vote, all Council members in favor raised their hands to show on the video recording. Mr. 
Rodgers invited Mrs. Carr, Mr. Markey, Mayor Zita, Mr. Messner, and Chief Schultz to 
attend the Executive Session. Mr. Rodgers noted there would be no legislative action 
resulting from this meeting and Council would return to the Regular Council Meeting 
where it left off.   
 
At 8:20 PM, Council returned from Executive Session and Mr. Rodgers reconvened the 
Regular Council Meeting. 
 
Ms. DeRose continued her discussion on Issue 12 and the upgrades it would address for 
the 911 system, adding that with passage this would also address the needs at the Jail. 
Chief Macko asked for support for Issue 12 and discussed his perspective as an outsider 
looking in at the Summit County Jail when he took over two (2) years ago with the 
understaffing and issues going on. Deputies could not get time off, inmates were in 
lockdown much longer than they should be, and in 2012 there were over 130 grievances 
filed by the deputies. Chief Macko stated that there were layoffs and in 2009 they could 
not operate within their budget. Right now we are at 65 officers less than last year. There 
was a lawsuit filed by female officers which is still pending. We had an expert analysis 
done and a plan was devised which indicated that staffing needed to be increased in the 
number of deputies. If increased staff is not seen, two units will have to be shut down and 
it will put about 25o0 inmates out on the street and we cannot do that. $900,000 is 
projected for overtime to cover shifts needed without additional staff.  Mayor Zita stated 
the current radio system is 800 MHz and that we currently have the P-25 system between 
Norton, Copley, and Barberton. Ms. Whipkey asked if it just wasn’t bringing the County 
up to our level.   
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Lt. Smith stated in a sense yes; this would merge into the new systems that Norton had 
the software allowing the 800MHz radios to use the P-25 system. Lt. Smith noted that in 
2019 the manufacture of the P-25 system will no longer be supporting the 800 MHz 
radios and the sales tax would be used to replace the radios so Norton would not be 
required to replace them after they were out of support. Mr. Rodgers asked if the 
$220,000 would be the minimum cost to replace our radios and Lt. Smith stated he had 
recently seen a price of $257,000 for all the portable units, but if the mobile systems in 
vehicles would need replaced it would be about $437,000.  Lt. Smith reiterated that cost 
would be paid through the sales tax monies.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of August 25, 2014, approved as submitted 
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of September 22, 2014, approved as submitted 
Minutes of the Committee Work Session of October 6, 2014-Deferred to 10-27-14 
Minutes of the Special Council Meeting of October 6, 2014, approved as submitted 
 
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 
Mayor Zita, Mrs. Carr and Mr. Messner had nothing to report. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS-None  
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION:  
 
ORD #93-2014 
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #93-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 222.01 OF THE NORTON CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO MODIFY THE LOCATIONS FOR POSTING NOTICES AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
First reading only.  
 
ORD #94-2014  
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #94-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

First reading only.  

RES #95-2014             
Mr. Rodgers offered Res. #95-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS 
DETERMINED BY THE SUMMIT COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION AND 
AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM 
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TO THE SUMMIT COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.  

Mr. Rodgers moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Ms. 
Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson 
  Nays: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

Mr. Rodgers moved to adopt Ord. #95-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  

Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson 
  Nays: None 

Motion passed 6-0. 

**ADDED DURING COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
ORD #96-2014 
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #96-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO FILE AN 
APPLICATION WITH THE SUMMIT COUNTY LAND BANK FOR FUNDING 
UNDER THE DISCRETIONARY GRANT FUND, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Ms. 
Whipkey stated she thought we were already involved in the Land Bank Program which 
may have taken place several years before she was on Council. Mrs. Carr stated that she 
was not aware of that. Mr. Markey stated it would have been before his time, but pointed 
out that the Land Bank has jurisdiction County wide so in that sense we would have been 
with it.  Mrs. Carr stated that if we had received funds within the last 1-2 years, we would 
not be eligible for this grant and as we were eligible so we had not gotten any money 
from them during the time limit.  Ms. Whipkey clarified she just wanted to make sure 
there were no strings involved with the money. 
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 6-0.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to adopt Ord. #96-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Pierson 
  Nays: None 
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Motion passed 6-0 
 
INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION:  
 
RES #92-2014 
Mr. Pierson offered Res. #92-2014 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to 
read it:    

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE SERVICE OF POLICE CHIEF 
THAD HETE FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE ON THE CITY OF NORTON 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Second reading only.   

RES #87-2014  
Mr. Pierson offered Res. #87-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE SERVICE OF LISA 
MERRICK FOR HER SERVICE AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CITY OF 
NORTON PARKS AND CEMETERY BOARD, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Res. #87-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  

Roll Call: Yeas: Pierson, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether,  
  Nays: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

RES #88-2014  
Mr. Pierson offered Res. #88-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE SERVICE OF PAM DIXON 
FOR HER SERVICE AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CITY OF NORTON 
PARKS AND CEMETERY BOARD, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Res. #88-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Pierson, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Grether, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

RECONSIDERATION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION 

ORD #91-2014  

Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #91-2014 for its 4th reading. 
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AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING TO EXTEND THE MORATORIUM ON 
THE ENFORCEMENT OF SECTION 1297.07 (A) OF THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NORTON UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2014, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Mr. Rodgers moved to adopt Ord. #91-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. Pelot 
asked for clarification on the action at last week’s Special Council Meeting. Mr. 
Rodgers indicated that the vote with emergency language failed. Mr. Markey added 
the legislation was adopted but needed a two thirds approval of Council be effective 
immediately, so it will not go into effect until 30 days from the date.  

Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone 
  Nays: Grether, Pierson 

Motion Failed 4-2.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Mr. Grether stated he felt this moratorium opens the door for future enforcement. Mr. 
Grether stated he is in favor of looking at this for extended loading and unloading time, 
however opening this up and talking with Mr. Arters this is such a large Pandora’s Box. 
He would entertain extending the time frame a few days during the summer months. 
There was discussion on the effectiveness of the moratorium and the date if becomes law 
and Mayor Zita stated he has 10 days to sign it, but that he was advised by Mr. Markey to 
hold off on signing the legislation due to the Special Council meeting until tonight.  Mr. 
Grether stated the moratorium legislation would be effective mid or late November and 
would be in effect until the end of December and after that the ordinance would be back 
in effect.  Mr. Markey stated the ordinance is still in place; it was the enforcement of the 
ordinance that was being dealt with by the moratorium and that was not in effect as yet.  
Mr. Grether asked if Council would still have the option of working on a language 
proposal to go back to planning.  Mr. Markey answered Council always has that option.  
Mrs. Carr pointed out that as the moratorium was not in place if complaints were turned 
in and they followed up on them, they would be enforcing again.  Ms. Whipkey asked if 
enforcement would be complaint driven and Mrs. Carr stated yes. 
 
Mr. Pierson asked Mr. Messner about the status of collections process with the Attorney 
General’s office. Mr. Messner stated that the EMS billing for non-residents from Life 
Force would also be involved in this process. There is about $100,000.00 that is about 
120 days past due and has gone to collection by the agency. They are fairly confident to 
use the Attorney General’s Collection process for non-residents as the residents are 
different. If we are working with residents that do not have insurance those billings come 
back to the Chief for review and write off. Mr. Pierson asked if they end up going with 
the Attorney General do we still need to use the collection agency? Mr. Messner stated he 
needs more time to review this in detail to see the history on past collections by the 
billing agency. Mr. Messner added that some of the monies awaiting collection were due 
to dealing with various insurance agencies for collection and we would need a better 
breakdown on the numbers.  
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Mrs. Carr stated she has also asked Mr. Messner to inquire on the percentage the 
collection charges and what we were seeing was under 1% with most places are happy if 
they are under 8%. Ms. Whipkey asked if we have a contract with Life Force, what it will 
take for us to get out of that and what they charged for collecting. Mr. Messner clarified 
the fact that Life Force was interested in collecting older debts though the AG and that a 
letter from the AG’s office would have more impact. Mayor Zita stated he believed the 
process with the AG’s office is that we are required to attempt collections first. Mrs. Carr 
stated we can only use the AG to collect EMS and the Court; she then discussed the 
process with Mayors Court. If fines are not paid within a certain time a Bench Warrant is 
issued. If they are caught in another traffic citation they would have a block placed on 
their license and they cannot be renewed until the fines and costs are paid in full. Mr. 
Rodgers stated this is to be discussed at the next Work Session. Mr. Grether stated he is 
also going to discuss the Zip Code issue and RV Legislation. Mr. Grether stated he has 
been looking back the last 10-15 years of minutes relating to the zip code and was 
surprised to see almost every Mayor has attempted to get one for Norton.  We need to 
push it and it is a challenge he has taken up; he believed it took Bath/Fairlawn 15 years, 
but they got it done.  Ms. Whipkey inquired if there wasn’t some kind of revised code 
that there was some kind of time limit between attempts to get a zip code and Mr. Markey 
said he would have to look into it.  Mr. Rodgers moved to allow Mr. Gainer to speak 
about the Zip Code issue to which all of Council agreed. Mr. Gainer asked does anyone 
know what is involved in the criteria required to get a zip code?  How can they turn us 
down if we meet all of their criteria? If we are turned down we need to know who makes 
that final decision when other communities have obtained theirs.  Mr. Grether stated there 
are procedures we did follow and Ms. Whipkey is correct on a time limit, adding there is 
an appeal process and this is what he is looking into. Mr. Gainer stated the public does 
not know what the requirements are and we could be sending letters if we knew what to 
state.  
 
Ms. Whipkey asked about meetings for the Watershed District. Mayor Zita indicated that 
Mayor Judge would be here on October 20, 2014. Ms. Whipkey asked about any 
meetings on the Little Farms and the other communities being involved. Mrs. Carr 
indicated that she has been working on this and will be getting a Resolution of Intent for 
the $30,000.00 from others. Ms. Whipkey stated that’s actually $34,000.00.  
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Zita made several announcements, (see attached) 
 
PUBLIC UPDATES: 
Mr. Rodgers commented on a letter Mr. Tousley sent to our elected officials seeking help 
for the funding for sewers in Nash Heights and commended his efforts. Mrs. Carr stated 
she received a call from Mr. Renacci’s office and that she was not aware of the letter to 
begin with and encouraged that from now on Council copy her office on anything sent to 
our elected officials so she is familiar with the issue. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
ADJOURN:  
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:02 PM. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Rick Rodgers, President of Council 
 
 
I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on October 27, 
2014. 
 
_______________________________ 
 
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council 
 
 
 

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF COUNCIL** 

 
 

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration 
Building, unless otherwise noted. 
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