
   
NORTON CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   
JULY 14, 2014 
 
Roll Call: Scott Pelot-Excused    Also Present:    

Dennis McGlone-Excused  Mayor Mike Zita 
Danny Grether    Valerie Wax Carr 
Dennis Pierson   Justin Markey 
Paul Tousley    Karla Richards 
Charlotte Whipkey   Ann Campbell 
Rick Rodgers      
    

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, July 14, 2014 at 7:00 PM, in the Council 
Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by Rick 
Rodgers President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent 
prayer.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE-Reports from Standing Committees 
Mr. Grether reported that Mrs. Carr invited him as the Chairman of Economic Development 
Chair to attend a meeting with her and D. B. Hart about economic development. The 
developments that came from this meeting were to review areas that already have sewer and 
water for future development. In the future D. B. Hart will continue to look at developing an 
Economic District of some type. Mr. Grether indicated he would bring any future information to 
Council. Mr. Rodgers stated are currently in discussion with the City of Barberton and the 
County about the sewers and who will maintain that, this will be ongoing discussions. Mr. 
Tousley had no new report for the Personnel Committee.  Ms. Whipkey commented that the 
water leak in the roof in this room has been taken care of. The gutters have been replaced. The 
concrete walk way at the side of the Administration has been removed and we will have a 
wooden walk way in its place.  There have been some issues with the doors not properly closing 
at the Community Center. There has been a sign posted cautioning all to double check the doors 
have been properly closed and locked. Ms. Whipkey stated she understands the issue with 
Romaster and the cleaning has been resolved. They now have access to the other offices that 
need to be cleaned. Mr. Pierson had no report for Safety. Mr. Rodgers noted a memo from Mrs. 
Carr in the packet and explained the details on an EDG contract. Mr. Rodgers moved to add to 
the agenda for tonight, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Grether, Pierson, Tousley  

Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0.  
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Mr. Rodgers noted we have an opportunity to address the flooding in the area along Newpark 
Drive and we have some grant and loan money from 2011 that we would be applying. Mr. 
Rodgers noted we have an opportunity to get us moving in the right direction. Ms. Whipkey 
added she understands the $74,000.00 we have to put out we will be able to get that back from 
the grant money and will not start until next year. If we don’t spend the $74,000 to do something 
now we are going to lose it all and there are some issues that need addressed in the area. Mr. 
Tousley stated he was a bit confused on how to fix the flooding when we have not passed the 
measure as to where and how much the flooding we have to deal with. Ms. Whipkey stated there 
was a study done back in 2010 or so with Osborne Engineering and from what she understood 
they were not the best of plans. Ms. Whipkey noted this will all be tied into in the end with the 
study on Little Farms and this is free money we have right now. We will eventually need to 
come up with the matching funds of $200,000.00 and may be getting about $900,000.00 for this 
project. Mrs. Carr indicated we had a grant/loan in 2010 and the project was to move forward 
and never did. She reviewed the information and the grant/loan funding is still is on the books, 
and still designated for the City of Norton for that project. If we get our act together, we and 
expend the funds of $74,000.00 we should be able to secure those funds. The loan is for 
$281,142.02 and the grant is $595,983.00 as what is important to her is this $600,000.00 in free 
money. This will revise what was done back in 2011 with some updates. The reason we are 
looking to EDG to finish the plans is that they are already working with Copley and the overall 
trail plans in this same area with the waterway, which will tie into this are eventually. The 
bottom line is she is asking Council to spend $74,000 in order to secure $875,000.00, and she 
understands you are going on break soon and we just got verification that the grant/loan was still 
available so would like to get this moving as soon as possible. Mr. Tousley asked if we have a 
deadline, and Mrs. Carr indicated we need to get the re-design done before the end of the year 
and basically the money is being held until July 2015. Mr. Tousley stated he believed Ms. 
Whipkey had brought this loan/funding up earlier in the year several times and he was 
wondering why now it was being brought forward as such an emergency. 
 
Public Hearing:  
At 7:15 PM Mr. Rodgers temporarily adjourned the Council meeting to begin the Public 
Hearing. The Clerk of Council certified the legal public hearing notice was published in the 
Barberton Herald and mailed to all contiguous property owners on June 13, 2014. 
 
Mr. Rodgers called for anyone to speak in favor of the application. Mr. Robert Wheatcraft, 3949 
Harper Avenue, Norton, Ohio stated he lives at the corner and he has maintained this property 
for the past 16-18 years. There is really nothing here but high tension lines with three other 
access routes and he could not think anyone would want to build there. The trees are a nice noise 
block for all of the traffic along St. Rt. 21. Andrew Lehner, 3857 Easton Road, Norton, Ohio, 
said he is in favor of this.  Mr. Robert Shirley, 3925 Harper Avenue, Norton, Ohio, stated that he 
has been here 3 years and does not want to see losing property to the roadway. Mr. Rodgers 
called once more for anyone in favor of the application to come forward. Mrs. Audrey Kornacky, 
3008 Dutt Road, Norton, Ohio, stated that if this benefits our residents it’s a good idea to let 
them have it. Mr. Rodgers called three (3) times for anyone against, no one came forward.  
 
At 7:20 Mr. Rodgers closed the Public Hearing and reconvened the Regular Council Meeting.  
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Committee of the Whole Continued:  
Ord #78-2014  
Mr. Tousley stated he is concerned with the emergency language and Mrs. Carr indicated first 
we had to verify with OPWC that funding was still out there and available. Mrs. Carr indicated 
she was not sure where Mrs. Whipkey had commented on this in the past. Mr. Tousley stated the 
last few times we discussed the Watershed District it was mentioned several times. Mrs. Carr 
indicated that may have been what got the ball rolling; she explained that it has been some time 
since this was mentioned and it has taken her some time to get caught up on things. She could 
not specifically recall the order of things that may have triggered this issue now. Ms. Whipkey 
clarified that she had actually been asking Mr. Ryland about those funds the previous year. Mr. 
Tousley noted Mrs. Richards has copied all of us on the letter from OPWC relating to the 
funding and it specifically states Newpark; he questioned if this affects the Little farm or does it 
restrict our spending only to Newpark? Mrs. Carr stated this piece is only dedicated to the 
Newpark Drive area relating to the $74,000 and preserving the funding for that area; the 
$102,000 was tied to another project still being discussed and is separate. Mr. Tousley pointed 
out that last week we were presented with a need for $34,000, this week $74,000; is there an end 
point or estimate where we are going with this? Mrs. Carr stated she understood the confusion 
and explained these were two different items; the $74,000 specifically addresses Newpark and 
the $877,000 information contained in the OPWC letter.  The $102,000 is hopefully a joint 
venture with Barberton, Copley, and ourselves for a hydrologic study to review all the drainage 
north coming down.  In the end all this talked about tonight will relieve what is coming into 
Newpark and will help redirect the water but will not resolve everything, although the Little 
Farms area project will potentially stop a lot.  Mrs. Carr stressed the fact that the EPA and Army 
Corps is interested in the area and we need to get our ducks in a row for the future be able to 
apply for the 319 grants that are due in July of 2015 as we have no plans for this year and have 
missed the opportunity for those grants.  Mrs. Carr discussed the fact we already have the grant 
being discussed and we just need to preserve the funds. Ms. Whipkey asked if we don’t pass this 
tonight and wait until we return from recess, even though EDG would be working on it, that 
would not be sufficient to keep the money in place? Mrs. Carr expressed the fact the EDG was 
concerned if we wait four (4) more weeks he will not make the deadline for his work and that 
four weeks would only be met if Council waived readings and passed immediately upon return. 
Mrs. Carr indicated we have until next July to start the project and we need to show a good faith 
effort on this as right now we have been sitting on this money since 2010. Mrs. Carr stated she 
felt had she not taken the risk to ask about the status of the OPWC funding; we would have lost 
that money. Mr. Rodgers stated if this is completed it will not only help these businesses it may 
address other areas as well.  Ms. Whipkey questioned about the assessments in the past on the 
businesses so all the burden did not fall upon the public and Mrs. Carr indicated she felt that was 
part of the total costs and the process of assessments will be included.  Ms. Whipkey asked for 
clarification that the people would not be footing the entire bill and Mrs. Carr concurred that 
there was some partnership from what it appears to be. 
 
Public Comments 
Mrs. Pat Reese, read her statements, (see attached) regarding Mr. McGlone’s comments from 
last week about legislative actions.  
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Mr. Andrew Lehner, 3053 Easton Road, Norton, Ohio, stated the last time he spoke he said it 
would be his last, but decided to return one last time. Mr. Lehner discussed the past pothole 
problem at his house, and all of the wash out of gravel getting back into the yards, and causing 
problems with mowing. Mr. Lehner stated he does appreciate everyone and sees a lot of good 
changes this year, with a lot of legislation being passed. Mr. Lehner thanked Mrs. Richards, Mr. 
Markey, the Council and Mayor for all they have done in the past, and this really would be his 
last evening.  
 
More citizens had signed up to speak after the 7 PM time limit and Mr. Rodgers moved to allow 
for them to speak, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Grether, Pierson, Tousley 
  Nays:  None 
 
Motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mr. Richard Gardner, 4556 Roop Avenue, Norton, Ohio, discussed the watershed issue and the 
area of Little Farms, which he believed was along Collier Road, and with the flat lay of the land 
would seem to be a large project to correct just that area. Mr. Rodgers stated it’s up to the 
engineering plans and it was discussed this is already a wetland area and will continue to catch 
even more water if nothing is done. Mrs. Carr stated there are structures and debris there that 
need to be removed to re-create the wetland area. Mrs. Carr noted the Army Corp. of Engineers 
and Metro Parks have interest as well with the EPA which could have funding and is worthwhile 
to continue to look at it. Mr. Gardner stated he was told the EPA is against any dredging along 
Wolf Creek. Mrs. Carr indicated it’s not the EPA, although they prefer not to due to water 
quality issues; it’s the Army Corp. that has concerns and they have their own regulations and we 
are in communication with them now. Mr. Gardner stated his concern just how much water the 
area could hold, even with removing the debris, with the flatness of the area.  Mr. Gardner 
questioned all of this asking for money in legislation with emergency language, which he does 
not like, and wants to know what it is all going for; you have money for the new Fire Station. 
Mr. Gardner welcomed Mrs. Carr and hopes our new Finance Director works out well and 
offered his advice to follow Council and not those that may not be here next year. Mr. Pierson 
commented on Mr. Gardner’s concerns with the finance legislation and these are to pay down the 
bonds on these projects, we are not looking for more new spending; it is to service the accounts.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of June 23, 2014, were approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the Committee Work Session of June 30, 2014, were approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the Special Council Meeting of June 30, 2014, were deferred to the next Council 
meeting due to late revisions. 
 
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  
Mayor Zita announced a town meeting on July 17, kickoff informational meeting at the 
Community Center regarding Nash Heights sanitary sewers and EDG will be present for 
questions.  
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Mayor Zita commented about the recent Annual Car show, which was very nice and we had 145 
vehicles there this year, the most vehicles ever. Ms. Whipkey announced a MAD meeting this 
Thursday at 6PM at their offices located at 160 Snyder Avenue. Any resident that has a concern 
about their property not getting sprayed, how fast they are going, etc., you can contact MAD 
directly and due to GPS being installed on all the trucks can answer any questions pertaining to 
when, where, and how much was done. Mr. Tousley stated he could not locate a phone number 
on the city website to contact anyone at MAD. 
 
New Legislation 
**Added to the agenda 
ORD #78-2014.  
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #78-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE DESIGN OF FLOOD CONTROL 
MEASURES FOR NEWPARK DRIVE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Grether. Mr. 
Tousley clarified this money can be refunded and Mrs. Carr concurred.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Grether, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to adopt #78-2014, seconded by Mr. Grether.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Grether, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION 
ORD #74-2014   
Mr. Grether offered Ord. #74-2014 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE VACATING PARTS OF KINGSTON AVENUE WITHIN THE CITY OF 
NORTON, OHIO.  
 
Mr. Grether moved to waive the third reading, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  Mr. Grether stated 
that now that the Public Hearing has been conducted, there really is no reason to wait for 
adoption of this as there is no evidence there is even a road there and Mr. Tousley concurred.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Grether, Whipkey, Pierson, Tousley, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 
Motion passed 5-0.  
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Mr. Grether moved to adopt Ord. #74-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Grether, Whipkey, Pierson, Tousley, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
ORD #77-2014  
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #77-2014 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROPOSED RESTORATION OF 
WETLANDS ALONG WOLF CREEK AND PIGEON CREEK, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
 
Second reading only. 

 
ORD #73-2014  
Mr. Tousley offered Ord. #73-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENT OF VALERIE WAX CARR AS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE CITY OF NORTON, OHIO.  
 
Mr. Tousley moved to adopt Ord. #73-2014, seconded by Ms Whipkey. Mr. Tousley clarified 
this was only to get the appointment out of the interim position and make it permanent. Mr. 
Grether thanked Mrs. Carr for being patient and with a six (6) month deal she could have left us. 
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Tousley, Whipkey, Grether, Pierson, Rodgers 

  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
ORD #68-2014  
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #68-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$80,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE 
OF BONDS TO PAY COSTS OF ACQUIRING REAL PROPERTY FOR MUNICIPAL 
PURPOSES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Ord. #68-2014, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. 
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Pierson, Rodgers, Grether, Tousley, Whipkey. 
  Nays: None 
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Motion passed 5-0 
 
 ORD #69-2014  
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #69-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it: 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$225,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE 
OF BONDS, TO PAY A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF CONSTRUCTING, FURNISHING, 
EQUIPPING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A FIRE STATION, TOGETHER WITH ALL 
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Ord. #69-2014, seconded by Mr. Grether. Mr. Tousley asked, for 
clarification, if this is what is left on the mortgage of the building; to which Mr. Pierson concurred. 
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Pierson, Grether, Tousley, Whipkey, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0.  

 
ORD #70-2014   
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #70-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$160,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE 
OF BONDS TO PAY COSTS OF ACQUIRING REAL PROPERTY FOR MUNICIPAL 
PURPOSES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Ord. #70-2014, seconded by Mr. Grether.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Pierson, Grether, Tousley, Whipkey, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Mr. Tousley asked about the road program with Summit County and if we have a choice on the 
products used because he had an angry resident complaint who is not pleased with the chip and 
seal product. Mrs. Carr replied the County has final say on that. Mr. Tousley stated he thought 
once it’s finished he thought there was a final spray or sealing process and Mrs. Carr replied she 
understood it would be a fog sealing yet to be done, and would verify this with Mr. White. Mr. 
Tousley stated this was in relation to Hametown Road. 
 
Ms. Whipkey noted the second house on Carillion was torn down the weekend before the 4th of 
July and she had spoken with some of the residents about how pleased they were about this and 
would like to thank Mrs. Carr.  
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Mr. Rodgers noted he received an email and copied Mrs. Carr and Mr. White about how pleased 
everyone was and thanked all of those involved for getting this done.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Rodgers reminded everyone about the Town Hall Meeting at 7 PM on July 17, 2014 at the 
Community Center. It is important to have the Nash Heights residents and any other resident that 
is interested in sewers is welcome to attend. 
 
PUBLIC UPDATES 
Mr. Rodgers stated that Council is on Summer Recess until August 18, 2014 when we return to a 
Committee Work Session. If there is a need for a Special Council meeting during our break a 
public notice will be posted.   

At 8:02 PM Mr. Rodgers moved to enter into Executive Session, for Pending Litigation as 
defined in (O.R.C. § 121.22) (3) & Section 3.12 of the Norton City Charter seconded by Ms. 
Whipkey. Mr. Rodgers indicated there would be no legislation to act on upon their return.  

 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Whipkey, Grether, Pierson, Tousley 
  Nays:  None 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
__________________________ 
Rick Rodgers, President of Council 
 
 
I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on August 25, 2014. 
 
________________________________ 
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council 
 

NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE CLERK OF 
COUNCIL** 

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,  
unless otherwise noted.  
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