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NORTON CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   
JUNE 9, 2014 
 
Roll Call: Scott Pelot     Also Present:    

Dennis McGlone   Mayor Mike Zita 
Danny Grether -Excused  Valerie Wax Carr 
Dennis Pierson   Justin Markey-Excused 
Paul Tousley    Laura Starosta 
Charlotte Whipkey   Karla Richards 
Rick Rodgers    Ann Campbell 
    

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7:00 PM, in the Council 
Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by Rick 
Rodgers President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Dan Workman of 
Emmanuel Christian Assembly led everyone in a prayer.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE-Reports from Standing Committees 
Mr. Rodgers-Finance Committee Chair commented on several pieces of legislation moving 
forward and working on funding on several projects and felt the meetings have been basically 
about that and been productive. Mr. Tousley-Personnel & Rules Chair- noted we have a spot to fill 
the finance director and the permanent position for Admin. Officer, and the Rules committee is 
working on a possible amendment to Council Rule 109 pertaining to Standing Committees and the 
number of members to be used. Ms. Whipkey-Property Chair stated tonight is the final test for the 
AV system and hoped that our several residents testing the systems will give the feedback that it is 
acceptable and allows viewers to see and hear better. Ms. Whipkey stated we are working on 
viewing some of the city owned property, but have not received the information needed to do so as 
yet.  Ms. Whipkey clarified we are not looking buy anything; it is properties we already own and 
are just looking at future uses. Mr. Pierson-Safety Chair noted we have a new police cruiser and 
noted he and the Council President we have met with Chief Hete to see about his wishes and needs 
for that department. Mr. Pierson noted he intends to do the same with the Fire Dept. Mr. Pelot had 
no report from Service. Mr. McGlone-Utilities Chair commented on the petition driven Shellhart 
Road Waterline project that is still on the Matters Referred list pertaining to the intersection cost 
absorption, which the residents have turned down for now and he wished to remove until the 
residents come forward with another petition. Mr. McGlone stated he believed the sewer line 
discussions were still ongoing with the EPA.  Mr. Rodgers clarified that talks with the County and 
Barberton on the sewer lines and Nash Heights, adding that another meeting with the EPA would 
be in the near future.  Mr. Rodgers noted that Air Vac has been asked to attend the June 16, 2014 
Work Session to give their presentation. Mr. Rodgers stated that falling under the Economic 
Development, he believed Mrs. Carr has been working on getting together with the company that 
developed a city wide plan in the past.  
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Ms. Whipkey as Mine Chair stated the letter from the City has been submitted to FERC and there 
is a formal resolution opposing the application for FERC up tonight for Council. Mr. Rodgers 
noted next week we will be discussing our standing committees and possibly go with a Committee 
of the Whole format. Mr. Rodgers briefly discussed the Heritage Home Program and this will be 
on the agenda for next week.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC-Agenda and Non-Agenda Items 
Mr. Gainer had a few questions about the opposition to the FERC application by the Summit 
Hydro plant, such as what are the serious environmental impacts as stated in the resolution and 
what are the studies available? Has Council looked at any such studies, and pointed out that we 
have had only one person come forward saying they were opposed to this. Mr. Gainer suggested 
Council needs to look at the environmental study before voting. Mr. Gainer commented about the 
emergency need for the public peace, safety, etc. and questioned the immediate impacts. Mr. 
Gainer stated this is nearly the same proposal approved by the City over 25 years ago and 
questioned what has changed since then that makes this Council opposed? Mr. Gainer stated there 
was an option back then to have a cover over the plant to help stop the fog. Mr. Gainer stated we 
were offered 15 million dollars back in 1989, half up front and half when completed. We certainly 
could use 15 million dollars and could negotiate properly for even more today. Mr. Rodgers asked 
Mr. Gainer to submit his concerns to Ms. Whipkey for her to address. Ms. Whipkey stated we are 
already under contract with another entity for this property, so she does not know how we could 
even negotiate with someone else. Mr. Gainer stated that it was said on the floor at the last Council 
meeting if we could stop the application as a City. Mrs. Anita Ondreyka 4266 S. Medina Line 
Road, Norton, Ohio, thanked Council for what they have done with this and she did not believe 
this would happen until she got a message from Ms. Whipkey the letter was done. After hearing 
Mr. Gainer’s remarks Mrs. Ondreyka indicated that there was a study done in 1989-1990 and many 
residents were in opposition to this and Council did approve this. Mrs. Ondreyka stated that when 
the money begins to flow, it’s very difficult to fight the situation that already has the momentum. 
Mrs. Ondreyka stated if you consider that we will have a huge ditch covered in asphalt where 
water from an unknown source dumps into the mine and comes back up; it might cost a whole lot 
more than 15 million dollars to mitigate it. This project does not produce energy it produces money 
to the owner. You will still have to buy that energy from the owner and energy will be used for the 
pumping of the water, adding it is still a negative impact. Mrs. Ondreyka thanked all of those for 
their wise decisions knowing that you have other more important issues and thanked Council for 
listening.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the Committee Work Session of May 19, 2014 were approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of May 27, 2014 were approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the Committee Work Session of June 2, 2014 were approved as submitted. 
 
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Mayor Zita & Mrs. Carr recently attended an ODOT meeting and were informed they are looking 
into adding one lane east & west in I-76 which includes sound barrier walls.  
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REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS CONTINUED: 
Mayor Zita stated that ODOT will be holding a Public Meeting on June 17, 2014 at the Barberton 
Middle School cafeteria from 5-7 PM. Ms. Whipkey noted the MAD District Advisory Council 
(DAC) is holding a meeting this Wednesday at 6 pm at the offices on Snyder Avenue.  
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS-None 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION 
 
ORD #68-2014 
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #68-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$80,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS TO PAY COSTS OF ACQUIRING REAL PROPERTY FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
 
First reading only. 
 
ORD #69-2014 
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #69-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$225,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS, TO PAY A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF CONSTRUCTING, FURNISHING, 
EQUIPPING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A FIRE STATION, TOGETHER WITH ALL 
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
First reading only. 

 
 ORD #70-2014  

Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #70-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED 

$160,000 OF NOTES OF THE CITY OF NORTON IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS TO PAY COSTS OF ACQUIRING REAL PROPERTY FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 
 First reading only.  

  
RES #71-2014  
Ms. Whipkey offered Res. #71-2014 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
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A RESOLUTION OPPOSING AN APPLICATION FOR A PRELIMINARY PERMIT FILED BY 
NEW SUMMIT HYDRO, LLC WITH THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY 
COMMISSION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Ms. Whipkey moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. Ms. 
Whipkey stated the City has already submitted their letter of opposition and we currently have a 
contract with First Energy. There is no reason for us to support a company coming out of no where 
when we are under contract with First Energy which she believed was a 50 yr. contract. Mr. Rodgers 
added that having spoken with the representative from First Energy and they have no plans of letting 
go of this property, so this is a moot point at this time.  

Roll Call: Yeas: Whipkey, Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley 
  Nays: None 
Motion passed 6-0.  

Ms. Whipkey moved to adopt Res. #71-2014, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. Mr. Pelot stated he truly 
believes something needs to be done with the mine, however with First Energy having the current 
contract and the ball is in their court and it takes it out of our hands.  

Mr. Gainer had brought up some good points and there is no way the City of Norton is walking 
away from this completely. 

Roll Call: Yeas: Whipkey, Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley 
  Nays: None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

RES #72-2014  
Mr. Tousley offered Res. #72-2014 for a first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE SERVICE OF LAURA STAROSTA 
AS DIRECTOR OF FINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORTON, OHIO. 
 
Mr. Tousley moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. Mr. 
Rodgers stated he wanted to move on this as it may be her last meeting. Mayor Zita stated 
technically her last day was last Wednesday. Mr. Rodgers noted Mrs. Starosta has agreed to 
stay on through the transition. Mr. Tousley congratulated Mrs. Starosta and wished her 
good luck in the future.  

Roll Call:     Yeas:   Tousley, Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Whipkey 
                     Nays:   None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

Mr. Tousley moved to adopt Res. #72-2014, seconded by Mr. Rodgers. Mr. Pelot thanked 
Mrs. Starosta for her service and wisher her well at her other city.  
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Mrs. Starosta thanked Council and for giving her the opportunity to come back to Norton, 
and she enjoyed working for the City of Norton very much. 

Roll Call:     Yeas:  Tousley, Rodgers, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Whipkey 
                     Nays:  None 

Motion passed 6-0.  

INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION 
ORD #66-2014  
Ms. Whipkey offered Ord. #66-2014 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it. 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. 34-1999 AND THE 
CORRESPONDING SECTION 208.04 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF NORTON, OHIO.  

Second reading only. 

RES #67-2014  
Mr. Rodgers offered Res. #67-2014 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE GOOD DEEDS PROGRAM, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Second reading only. 
 
ORD #64-2014  
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #64-2014 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT WITH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN OF A VACUUM SEWER SYSTEM FOR THE 
NASH HEIGHTS EAST PHASE AND NASH HEIGHTS WEST PHASE, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to adopt Ordinance #64-2014, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. Pelot asked if 
we wanted to hold off voting until after the presentation on June 16th.  Mr. Rodgers asked if he was 
asking or making a statement?  Mr. Pelot replied that he was asking how the rest of Council felt 
about it as we have not been provided much information on the vacuum system other than what we 
looked up ourselves and thought it would be beneficial to wait until after the presentation if it did 
not mess up timelines.  Mr. Rodgers responded that was another reason to change the Standing 
Committees as another type of Committee would have allowed everyone to be aware of the 
process and the design…just a point being made.  We have to stay engaged and have to move this 
legislation; we are under orders from the EPA that we have to comply with and need to show we 
are making some movement; that is his concern with it.   
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Mr. Pierson commented that before joining this body he had not seen a lot of concern on the 
gravity system, but there seems to be a lot of talk about the vacuum system and he agreed with Mr. 
Rodgers that if the Committees had met, the people would have been better informed.  Mr. Tousley 
asked if it was time sensitive to do this tonight and he personally would not be opposed to holding 
a Special meeting on the June 16, 2014 and voting on it then unless it was critical to do it tonight.  
Ms. Whipkey stated a better question would be if the EPA had been brought up to speed on this 
yet?  Mrs. Carr answered that our Attorney has been in contact with them.  That right now the EPA 
was more focused on the discussions going on with Norton, Barberton, and DOES for the final 
determination as to who is actually going to own the sewers; it is very important to them as well 
due to the final consent order could potentially be moved to, etc.  The EPA is well aware that we 
are looking at potentially doing the vacuum system. Mrs. Carr added that if we were asking her 
opinion, she felt that another week was not going to make or break us, but at some point we do 
need to get back to a more firm timeline. Ms. Whipkey then asked if after next week’s meeting we 
would be holding a Special right away to make the decision. Mr. Rodgers stated he guessed we 
could do that if that is the majority of Council’s wish; however, again, there is no excuse for the 
inaction of the members of this Council. We have people on the Utilities Committee that has 
deferred to two of us and we are trying to move this forward to protect the people of Nash Heights.  
We are trying to get the best deal for the people in our community.  Now we have been talking 
about the vacuum sewer, you have all gone on line to look at it and this is just to get the true cost 
between vacuum and gravity systems. Mr. Rodgers stated he felt it was important to move this 
legislation as it stands; it will take EDG, probably what, ninety days minimum to get this drawn. 
Mrs. Carr stated yes and added that was probably minimal.  Mrs. Carr went on to say that there is a 
critical timeline, then again, another seven days would not actually change anything that much. 
Mr. Rodgers stated he firmly believed we need to act on this tonight.  Mr. McGlone relayed that 
what Mr. Pelot was really saying is that with the presentation to be given next week, and we have 
not had a lot of feedback from the public other than Mr. Gainer, with other people watching the 
demonstration we may get something out of it to help us to decide if this is the way we want to go. 
Mr. McGlone added that really no one knows what this thing really looks like or how it really 
works. Mr. Pierson stated that the people on this Council have been asked time and again to go on 
the website to look at it and familiarize themselves with it; he guessed we could wait, but he thinks 
to show the people we are taking action and moving forward to do something for them, we need to 
vote on it.  Mr. Pierson stated to correct if him if he was wrong, but some of the engineering 
needed by EDG is needed for the gravity system and it is not like it would be wasted engineering. 
Mr. Pelot stated he had been to the website and looked, asked around, and done Google searches to 
find there has been issues and problems with it freezing up and would like to hear from the 
representative of the company.  They talk about it needing to be perfectly installed, weren’t they 
involved with the installation of the ones that froze up, so why should we believe they will 
perfectly install them here to keep them from freezing up?  Those are just his questions on the 
system. Mr. Rodgers interjected that if Mr. Pelot looked into it he would know that Air Vac does 
not install the systems; a contractor installs the systems and Air Vac is not a contractor and would 
like to know who Mr. Pelot talked to on it.  Mr. Pierson clarified that the systems that froze up 
were in very northern latitudes; he believed the closest one to us was in Michigan, on the 
peninsula.  
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There is a system not more than twenty miles from here that has never had that problem and there 
will be tours arranged to it and hoped some members of Council go to it so they can ask the 
questions of the people that maintain it. Air Vac is an engineering firm that developed a product 
for use, obviously if Environmental Design ultimately does this, they will be the ones sub-
contracting and overseeing it so does not look for someone with their reputation to poorly install it. 
Mr. Rodgers added to be clear about one thing, we were not voting tonight to install vacuum 
sewers; we are trying to obtain the true cost of both gravity and vacuum systems to get the best 
deal for the people in Nash Heights. That is what we were elected to do, he believed the election 
was based on the sewers and is why four people were elected to this Council because of the 
direction the previous Council was going in regard to the sewers. All it would do is provide a true 
cost comparison. Mr. Pelot stated he thought $180,000 of the people’s money could wait another 
week.  Mr. Rodgers pointed out that Mr. Pelot was not very concerned about the people’s money 
when he voted to go non-stop with the gravity sewers; he did not care when the people on the other 
side were telling you they couldn’t afford it.  Mr. Pelot asked if Mr. Rodgers wasn’t going to do 
the same thing; let’s wait a week. Mr. Pierson added that preliminary figures show it would be a 
huge cost savings and he was willing to go on the line for the people of our community that want 
to see something of value brought to them for considerably less and if we have to spend a little 
more to do it, then that is fine, let’s do it.  The other engineering will be used in the overall gravity 
system also; he does not see what the objection is to a new idea that could possibly save somebody 
something. He is not going to sit back and just jam it down people’s throats. Mr. Pierson went on 
to say as Mr. Rodgers said, four people were elected because of dissatisfaction within this 
community and he is sure there will be some changes coming up in eighteen months again. Mr. 
Pelot stated that we have asked for information from the two of you on this, we have asked for 
updates at which time Mr. Rodgers interjected that we could not meet because of the Sunshine 
Laws that you want to protect and are in favor of. Mr. Pelot retorted that we have asked from the 
floor and you gave no feedback and that you stated not at this time, we do not want to discuss it. 
Mr. Rodgers answered that we cannot meet without coming to this room and having it televised; 
we cannot have committee meetings Mr. Pelot. Mr. Pelot clarified from the floor when we ask the 
question and Mr. Rodgers replied that we answered the question. Mr. Pelot said okay and asked to 
put it to a vote. Mr. Rodgers then withdrew his motion and Ms. Whipkey withdrew her second. 
Ms. Whipkey stated she would just like to add to this conversation; the fact of it is that this is not 
to just go forward; we are spending $176,000 to do it.  It’s already been stated “another week” and 
she has heard it many times from this bench that the EPA is not going to come after us, we have a 
week. We told the people we were going to have a presentation; a presentation hasn’t taken place. 
The reality of it is I really do feel that as we have a presentation scheduled for next week, let’s just 
have it, everyone’s questions could be answered and we could move into this feeling positive this 
is the right direction to go in.  I do not want to sit up here and apologize to these people for 
spending their money and then saying I made a mistake.  Mr. Pierson said that is fine, then let’s 
table it, but he wants to see from Council their objections and specifically what they want to know. 
Ms. Whipkey said that specifically we were told we would have a presentation, why bring the 
presentation after the fact and Mr. Pierson stated to have questions for the man while he is here.  
Mr. Rodgers then gaveled Mr. Pierson and Ms. Whipkey stating that all we were doing was 
wasting the time of Council and the people in the gallery.   
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Mrs. Richards pointed out the motion was gone and a Special Council meeting could be scheduled 
for next week, to which Mr. Rodgers directed her to do so.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Ms. Whipkey asked Mayor Zita about moving forward with the Watershed Conservancy.  Mayor 
Zita responded no, but there had been a meeting this past Tuesday with himself, Mr. Rodgers, Mrs. 
Carr, several members from Comunale, and so forth, but it was not necessarily the Watershed 
District.  It was looking at things that could be moved on to make some modifications to render 
some situations and the Watershed meeting has not been set yet. Mrs. Whipkey discussed the 
testing tonight for the live broadcasts and we have received some prices and she had a few 
questions for Eric Brettschnieder our IT representative. Ms. Whipkey commented that we are to be 
going with another company for the live airing and Mr. Brettschnieder concurred that now it is 
done in house, and the proposal is to go with another streaming company with up to 1,000 viewers. 
Ms. Whipkey asked about the additional costs and the total for one year’s service of live airing 
would actually be $396.00 and Mr. Brettschnieder concurred.  Ms. Whipkey stated there was an 
additional cost for work already performed and or equipment for $1320.00 to the same company 
and asked Mr. Brettschnieder to clarify another $1000 expense.  Mr. Brettschnieder stated that the 
$1320 was to CMH Electronics for fixing audio problems and is involved with the live airing 
being examined. Mr. Brettschnieder explained the additional $500-$1000 was for upgrades in the 
back.  The upgrades would allow it so that one shot would expand the system equipment for 
sometime in the future in case you have some students in the booth than can operate and zoom in 
with the high definition cameras and it would be a more professional look to it. Mr. Tousley asked 
if we have a way to know how many are actually are watching? Mr. Brettschnieder stated we can 
tell everyone’s internet address and how long they were logged on and typically there are 4-10 
people watching. Mr. Tousley inquired if the new method would affect the recorded viewings and 
Mr. Brettschnieder stated no, it would be same but better quality.  Mr. Rodgers asked if that was 
larger in the past and Mrs. Campbell added at one time there was a call out for more residents to 
watch and at that time there may have been as many as 14 watching. Mr. Pelot asked about the 
credentials of this company and if the contract is for an extended time frame? Mr. Brettschnieder 
noted that Carl has been doing this for maybe 20-30 many years and his prices are competitive. 
Mr. Brettschnieder stated that you can pay a month at a time or pay a year in advance at a 
discounted rate. Mrs. Carr asked about the total of not more than $2500.00 for everything plus the 
$37.00 monthly and if the equipment is proprietary and Mr. Brettschnieder concurred the prices 
are correct and none of the equipment is proprietary; Mr. Brettschnieder clarified the $1000 
amount was for his billing, to be submitted separately by him.  Mr. Brettschnieder indicated that 
his associate Carl just texted him and there are 7 people watching right now.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Zita read several announcements, (see attached). Mayor Zita noted that Safety town began 
today and will continue all week long and runs morning and afternoons. Mayor Zita stated that 
summer has officially started; school is out so please keep the 25 MPH in mind and drive safely. 
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Mr. Rodgers stated he had several complaints about the spraying time and asked if this could be 
pushed back to start at midnight, at the current times some people are still sitting out on their 
porches. Ms. Whipkey indicated the next MAD is not until June 26, so she will look into this. 
 
PUBLIC UPDATES 
Mr. Rodgers reminded everyone about the Air Vac presentation next Monday. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:58 PM. 
 
__________________________ 
Rick Rodgers, President of Council 
 
 
I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on June 23, 2014. 
 
________________________________ 
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council 
 
 
 

NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH  

THE CLERK OF COUNCIL** 

 
All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building unless otherwise noted. 
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