
  
                                    COMMITTEE WORK SESSION  

JUNE 2, 2014 
 
 Committee Members Present:  Scott Pelot 

Dennis McGlone 
     Danny Grether 
     Dennis Pierson 
     Paul Tousley 
     Charlotte Whipkey 
     Rick Rodgers 
 
Also Present:    Mayor Mike Zita 
     Valerie Wax Carr 

Justin Markey 
Laura Starosta 
Karla Richards  
Ann Campbell 
 

The Committee Work Session convened on Monday, June 2, 2014 at 7:00 PM, in the 
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to 
order by Rick Rodgers, President of Council. Following a salute to the flag and the 
Pledge of Allegiance, there was a moment of silent prayer. 
 
General Topics of Discussion: 
 
Replacement Notes (3)  
Mr. Rodgers noted we have three replacement notes that we need to renew. One is for the 
Fire & EMS Station; one is for the Beldick Motel and the last one is for the Lindeman 
property, all relating to the building of the new fire station. Mr. Rodgers moved to place 
Ord. #68-2014 on Councils next agenda with emergency language for a first reading, 
seconded by Mr. Grether. Ms. Whipkey clarified that we are going all three (3) readings 
and Mr. Rodgers replied yes. Ms. Whipkey noted on the Fire & EMS Station last year we 
owed $335,000.00 and this year we owe $22500.00 so we paid down $110,000.00, and 
Mrs. Starosta stated that is correct. Ms. Whipkey stated that this year we owed 
$320,000.00 last year on the Beldick property and we are down to $160,000.00 for this 
year, and Mrs. Starosta stated that was correct. Ms. Whipkey stated that last year we 
owed $160,000.00 and this year we owe $80,000.00 and it appears this property will be 
all paid off this time next year, and Mrs. Starosta replied yes. Mrs. Starosta stated the pay 
down is not always the same amount each year; it depends on what activity is in that fund 
which we review with the budget each year. Ms. Whipkey asked who our bond counsel is 
currently and Mrs. Starosta replied Roetzel & Andress. Ms. Whipkey asked if Amanda 
Gordon was still working with us? Mrs. Starosta stated no, Mr. Markey handles this now.  
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Ms. Whipkey questioned if that was in the contract and Mrs. Starosta replied that is in the 
general Roetzel & Andress contract that we have Mr. Markey on retainer for legal 
services with additional services within that contract. Ms. Whipkey asked when did that 
take effect, with Mr. Markey’s contract? Mr. Markey stated when he took over that same 
contract existed before, so that bond counsel work was carved out of the retainer. Ms. 
Whipkey asked when did we lose the services of Ms. Gordon and Mr. Markey replied 
when he took over. Ms. Whipkey discussed Fire Station note, and questioned if this is for 
the building and if this is coming from 2007 levy money where we put back the thirty 
(30) percent? Mrs. Starosta replied yes for the capital property. Ms. Whipkey asked if any 
of this comes out of the General Fund? Mrs. Starosta replied for the two properties listed 
that is a transfer to the Debt Services Fund from the General Fund.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Grether, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to place Ord. #69-2014 on Councils next agenda with emergency 
language for a first reading, seconded by Mr. Grether.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Grether, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Mr. Rodgers moved to place Ord. #70-2014 on Councils next agenda with emergency 
language for a first reading, seconded Mr. Grether.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas: Rodgers, Grether, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
  
Motion passed 7-0 
 
Amend Council Rule 109-Standing Committees 
Mr. Tousley stated that he wanted open some discussion on Rule 109 to make it easier for 
us to comply with the Sunshine Laws. Mr. Tousley stated he is not ready to move this to 
full Council yet because there are four (4) of us that still need to take the Sunshine Law 
training scheduled next week. Mr. McGlone stated he is willing to listen and possibly do 
this for next year instead of doing something mid year. This gives us six (6) months to 
really think about it and if it’s something we really want to do. Ms. Whipkey agreed 
adding that Council Rule 113-Quorum of Standing & Special Committees as this may 
also need to be addressed at the same, and we need more information. Ms. Whipkey 
noted her limited amount of research she has done so far, it seems many other 
communities are still using the Standing Committee format. Ms. Whipkey stated if we are 
looking at this as a way for more than one (1) Council member to be at certain meetings, 
we should look into expanding the amount of members.  
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Rule 109 does state that Standing Committees can consist of at least three (3) and if we 
increase that to four (4) and in order to have a quorum we would need three (3). This 
would more than compensate for any two (2) members sitting in on other meetings. Mr. 
Rodgers stated he wanted to move on this because we have a hard time meeting because 
all of these meetings must also be televised. Mr. Rodgers noted that not one committee 
has met this year so far. Mr. Rodgers indicated as it came out of his recent training with 
Ohio Municipal League most smaller cities would function better with disbanding the 
Standing Committees and go with the Committee of the Whole. Mr. Rodgers indicated 
these Standing Committees have a lot of work to do and we are not getting it done by not 
meeting. Ms. Whipkey suggested we have the Standing Committees meet during the 
Council Meetings. Ms. Whipkey stated she has said she does not want to hear about 
Cuyahoga falls; however, she knows that in Cuyahoga Falls they actually recess their 
Council Meeting and have Standing Committee discussion and then convene the Council 
Meeting. That is one avenue that could be explored or having the meetings at the same 
times. Ms. Whipkey stated Mrs. Richards has started her research with her fellow Clerks 
to see how other cities are doing this and asked for to finish that and have a report on that 
research. Ms. Whipkey gave an example if the City of Farifield which has seven (7) 
Council members and they have five (5) members on their Standing Committees. Ms. 
Whipkey stated just because we are not using them today does not mean we will not have 
use for them later. Ms. Whipkey noted we have four (4) new members of Council here 
and they are still learning many new things, and although she has been here for over two 
years, she is still learning. Ms. Whipkey noted that once we stop learning things, that’s 
when we are in trouble. Mr. Rodgers asked what does that have to do with the Standing 
Committees and Ms. Whipkey answered because she did not think we should be 
abandoning them at this point just because they have not been used. Mr. Pelot stated that 
disbanding the Committees would be a mistake; it would give Council members a means 
to circumvent the Sunshine Laws. That would allow for three (3) Council members to get 
together and discuss whatever they want without bringing that information forward to the 
public eye. Mr. Pelot stated that he felt this is wrong. There are only seven of us and if 
someone wants to go around the Sunshine Law to create that or to allow that to happen is 
a mistake. Mr. Pelot feared that somewhere down the road that is going to happen, and is 
a disservice to the residents if we allow that to happen, and he is opposed of doing away 
with the Standing Committees. Mr. Rodgers took exception to Mr. Pelot’s comments that 
someone is trying to circumvent the Sunshine Law. Mr. Pelot stated that he was not 
referring to Mr. Rodgers, but other Council. Mr. Rodgers stated that is not the agenda of 
this current Council; the problem is that these Committees are not meeting because of the 
restrictions placed on us. Mr. Rodgers stated if anyone could come up with something 
else to have the meetings, get them videotaped and aired in time then come up with some 
ideas, but the Committees need to get busy.  Ms. Whipkey noted she just gave an 
example of how to accomplish this with holding it at the same date of the Council 
Meeting. Ms. Whipkey added that by having the Committees meet at the same time as 
other sessions it would be an advantage as all of Council would be captured to hear what 
took place and be up to speed.  Mr. Rodgers stated that’s the idea because all Council is 
present, but instead of five it is seven with each person to Chair their Committee during 
the meeting.  
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Mr. Grether discussed the Sunshine Law requirement already allowing three Council 
members meeting as it less than a quorum.  Mayor Zita stated it was only two Mr. 
Markey clarified that it was only two serving on the same Committee making a quorum.  
There was discussion on the difficulty of getting three members without two being on a 
Committee Mr. Grether went on that as Ms. Whipkey pointed out, increasing the number 
allowed for it to become possible; however as Mr. Rodgers pointed out, he felt he is not 
going to spend the tax payer’s dollars meeting for half an hour of time as the Economic 
Development Committee just to hold a meeting and waste the City’s time for posting the 
meeting on the website. Mr. Tousley asked Mr. Markey if there were any unintended 
consequences with more members on a Standing Committee? Mr. Markey replied no and 
it’s the more of an issue on how Council wants to attack the issues at hand. Mr. Rodgers 
noted that some of the Council members wanted to be more involved in the operations of 
the City and we are already having issues with two (2) members meeting regarding sewer 
discussions. This would solve that and we are trying to be more productive. Mr. Rodgers 
stated we could do this by having only two (2) Council meetings a month and hold the 
Committee Work Session before each Council Meeting. That is all we are required to 
have and if there is no business to be conducted then why would we want to come down 
here four (4) or five (5) times a month? Ms. Whipkey stated she has fought long and hard 
for many years for the public’s right to speak at meetings and for them to be informed. 
Ms. Whipkey stated she will never ever agree for you to cut out an entire Council 
Meeting that would deny the right for the public to speak or keep them informed. We all 
ran knowing there are basically four (4) meetings to attend to every month and perhaps 
more. Ms. Whipkey stated we also have held Board of Control Meetings normally at 6:00 
PM and it could interfere with that. Another point is if you move this back to 6:00 PM, 
then more residents would be less able to attend due to the time frame. Ms. Whipkey 
stated she would never state that eliminating the meetings is a good way to go. Mr. 
Tousley noted if you have a Committee Meeting right before a Council meeting, it robs 
us of the time to prepare for another meeting immediately following. Mr. Pierson stated 
the way the Committees currently are is impeding our ability to get work done, 
particularly on the sewer issue. If you don’t want to have the Committee meetings 
immediately before the Regular Council meetings, then increase the number of people on 
the Committees so we don’t have to suffer under the Sunshine Laws as that would be the 
simplest way to solve it. Ms. Whipkey discussed the new potential quorum amount and 
the limitation of no more than two (2) members attending meetings. Ms. Whipkey asked 
Mr. Mr. Markey if she is correct in stating if we increase the Standing Committees to four 
(4) members, a quorum would then be three (3). Mr. Markey stated he has not been asked 
to look at this; however he is not comfortable talking about going around the Sunshine 
Law on Council floor, but yes that would be correct. Ms. Whipkey stated if we increase 
the number to four (4) on the Standing Committees then two (2) members of any 
committee can attend meetings without violating the Sunshine Law and that would still 
not be a quorum, even if they are on the same Committee. Mr. Rodgers asked for 
clarification that if everyone was on the same Committee and we wanted to send two or 
three people to a meeting we would have the conflict again, are we not.  Mr. Markey 
stated it all depends what constitutes a quorum for that Committee and reiterated that he 
was not entirely comfortable talking on how we could get around the Sunshine Law on 
the floor of Council.   
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Ms. Whipkey stated she did not feel it was getting around the Sunshine Law but was a 
way to make sure the people had diversity as far as two members being there or just 
listening to one.  Mr. Grether stated he does not believe anyone on this Council is 
intending to go around the Sunshine Laws. We attended an Ohio Municipal League 
seminar where it was suggested this option and we are just exploring this option. Mr. 
Rodgers added the seminar referenced smaller cities and Norton is a smaller City; if we 
want to stay behind the curve, then he guessed that’s where we want to stay but he is in 
favor of moving it forward although he obviously does not have much support tonight.  
Mr. Rodgers went on to say he wanted to correct the record on one thing; Ms. Whipkey, 
that this Council and the Committees is not a forum for the public to interact with us, 
although we want you to interact. We are not going to come down here and meet just so 
you all can talk. We are here to conduct business about this City, to move legislation for 
the good of all of us Mr. Rodgers stated he has been more than fair in letting the people 
come here and talk and he encourages them to do so. Mr. Rodgers stated that as long as 
he is president, and if there is no business to discuss, he sees no sense in coming down 
here. There is an expense attached to it and we are all worried about expenses in this City 
and that is one way to cut it. Ms. Whipkey disagreed; most of those employees attending 
are on salary and Mr. Markey’s contract as part of his retainer it’s the specials when we 
have extra attorneys here that we do pay for their presence. Ms. Whipkey stated she did 
not imply that the only reasons we have meetings to allow the public to speak, but it is a 
major part of them being able to have their say and give their input at this forum; outside 
of the electric and what it costs to have the room going, we all get paid the same as well, 
so she does not see an issue as far as the money being that much of an involvement in this 
particular issue. Mr. Rodgers disagreed adding that pennies become dollars and we have 
an opportunity to save our citizens with the Heritage Homes of Cleveland that the City 
can participate in for approximately $5,000.00. This program would provide low interest 
loans for remodeling, so every time we spend money we also need to look into where we 
can save money to buy into this program. It may seem like miniscule amounts at first but 
by the end of the year the savings can really add up. Mr. Tousley stated he would not be 
moving this forward this evening and that we are all here to do the people’s business, it is 
their money and they need to be involved as well as it is their City.  
 
Unfinished Business:   
Mr. Rodgers stated he spoke with Mr. Kirk Warner of Ohio Edison about the new filing 
with the NES mines. Mr. Warner indicated that they are not signing away anything on 
that mine. Mr. Warner had also said they still intend to use the mines for compressed air 
as originally planned when the state of the economy improves. Ms. Ondreyka, 4266 
Medina Line Road, Norton, Ohio, stated the reason she came to Council about this 
application is because once they are issued a permit they can get money. Once they get 
that money they can purchase influence. Ms. Ondreyka urged this Council to please 
respond to FERC regarding this permit and let them know you are not in favor of an 
approval. Ms. Ondreyka stated she would like to see a copy of that letter to ease her 
mind, knowing that the City did something to object. Mrs. Ondreyka added that she 
appreciated listening to all of you and thanked everyone. Mayor Zita stated we are 
already in that process and Mr. Markey is preparing the response.  
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Ms. Whipkey asked if there was any idea when it would be ready and for copies to be 
supplied to Council and perhaps posting it on the website. Mr. Markey stated this should 
go out this week and copy would be provided to all of Council and Council would need 
to determine the website posting. Mayor Zita informed everyone that Mr. Markey is 
working on this letter and Mr. Markey stated he intends to file this with FERC this week. 
Mr. Markey noted he would provide Mrs. Richards with a copy. Mr. Grether stated he 
would be willing to support this letter. Mr. Rodgers asked Mr. Markey to prepare a 
resolution to this effect for Council to address. Ms. Whipkey asked if we heard anything 
more about the crosswalk at Fred Martin or the Water Conservancy. Mayor Zita replied 
no, and announced that Mayor Judge’s wife had a new baby girl last week so there might 
be a delay on anything but felt they would be moving forward shortly. 
 
New Business:  
Mr. Rodgers stated he had asked the past Council and Administration for a stop sign or 
light at the intersection of Hametown and 261 and would like to this to be considered. 
Mrs. Carr stated we would need to do a traffic study on this area, and there is certain 
criteria that needs to be met as well as a cost being involved. Mr. McGlone stated that he 
was sure we have already done this in the past, and Mrs. Richards noted that Mr. Ryland 
had requested a traffic study in this area in the past and she believed it was not warranted 
at that time. Mrs. Carr stated she would look into finding the past report.  Mayor Zita 
noted that Mrs. Starosta is leaving the City and will be staying on until the end of June 
and asked for Councils support in a Resolution of Appreciation. Mr. Rodgers moved to 
add this to Councils next agenda, seconded by Mr. Grether. Ms. Whipkey asked to have 
discussion on the Housing House Program at the next work session.  
 
Roll Call:  Yeas: Pierson, Grether, Pelot, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  Nays: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mr. Pelot asked if we are currently advertising for the position to which Mayor Zita 
replied yes and Mrs. Carr added we are accepting applications. Mrs. Carr also noted she 
met today with Mr. Tousley-Personnel Chairman to discuss the details and timeline. Mrs. 
Carr stated the advertising closes the 13th with hopes to start interviews immediately and 
hoping to have a final selection the 23rd with possible confirmation on the 30th or the 7th.  
Mrs. Carr noted the 30th would require a special meeting.  
 
Mr. Rodgers noted he owed Mr. Jack Gainer an apology from a few meetings back where 
Mr. Gainer stated the vacuum systems have tendency to freeze which he disagreed. Mr. 
Rodgers stated they can freeze up if not properly installed. Mr. Gainer stated if Mr. 
Rodgers would read further in the email he mentioned, these pumps can still freeze even 
if installed properly, and there is a whole list of requirements of the installation. There are 
statements out there from mayors in Minnesota, Michigan, etc and even from Air Vac 
that stated they can and do freeze. Mr. Rodgers stated there are two issues here; 
installation and maintenance using our cars as an example of freezing up if not 
maintained.  
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Mr. Grether stated this just goes back to having the folks that do these installations and 
provide presentation to all of us. Mr. Rodgers noted this Thursday we have a meeting 
with the County and Barberton and after that meeting we would work on scheduling that 
in the near future.  
 
Topics for the next Work Session: 
Heritage Homes of Cleveland 
 
Public Comment-Agenda and Non Agenda Items: 
There were no comments 
 
Public Updates: 
Mr. Rodgers noted that the Administration has been busy on the mowing and weed letters 
being sent out. Mrs. Carr noted that once the letters do go out there is a six (6) business 
day waiting period once the house is posted that we have to follow to meet legal 
requirements, and then we can mow. Mr. Pierson asked Mrs. Starosta if we are seeing the 
revenue coming from those who have already been assessed? Mrs. Starosta replied it is a 
mix, we are seeing some revenue coming in. Mr. Rodgers clarified that the assessments 
are certified to Summit County each September and Mrs. Starosta concurred. Mrs. Carr 
noted the Simple Recycling Program postcards have been sent out and this program will 
begin on June 16, 2014. Mr. Grether noted the mailing he received did not indicate the 
means of setting items out, like the green bags. Mrs. Carr noted there is an additional 
notification with the green bags and more information. Ms. Whipkey asked about the 
requirement for cleaning clothing or rags that are not usable, and pointed out the fact that 
residents receive a tax credit when making donations to facilities like Salvation Army and 
Churches, but could not receive those deductions for items put to the curb. Mrs. Carr 
commented that the residents can still do that and encouraged them do continue to so and 
concurred items put out for Simple Recycling could not be used as deductions. Mr. 
Markey stated he has seen this same presentation twice as he heard it at another village 
the following week and they had indicated items may be stained but need to be washed.  
 
Adjourn  
There being no other business to come before the Committee Work Session, the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
 
___________________________ 
Rick Rodgers, President of Council 
 
 

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 
**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE 

CLERK OF COUNCIL.** 
 
 All Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building, unless 
otherwise noted.  
 


