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NORTON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2013

Roll Call: Dennis McGlone Also Present: 
Charlotte Whipkey Mayor Mike Zita
Scott Pelot Rick Ryland
Bill Mowery  Laura Starosta
John Conklin Pete Kostoff
Todd Bergstrom Karla Richards
Don Nicolard Ann Campbell

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, October 28, 2013 at 7:00 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by
Don Nicolard, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of
silent reflection.  Mayor Zita expressed his thanks to the Norton Cider Festival Committee for
its 25th Anniversary and for all of their hard work for this year’s event. Mayor Zita also
thanked Mr. Ted Weinsheimer for all of his hard work and presented Mr. Weinsheimer with an
official recognition. (see attached). Mr. Weinsheimer came forward and thanked all of
members for this adding that this is a really a group effort.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:
Mr. Conklin asked Mr. McGlone if there are any future EPA meetings coming up and Mr.
Ryland concurred not that he was aware of. Ms. Whipkey discussed the estimated assessment
figures sent to the Nash Heights residents for $8,250.00 and stated she believed this figure was
based on the assumption of the City purchasing the sewers from the County. Ms. Whipkey
stated she asked Mr. Ryland this at the recent EPA meeting and Mr. Ryland confirmed they
were, so don’t think this is what you are necessarily going to get.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Mr. Tom Kornas, 3771 Brookside Drive, Norton, Ohio, provided Council with his handouts
(see attached).  Mr. Kornas commented about the Sunday Beacon Journal article about the City
and the discussion about casinos coming to Norton. Mr. Kornas discussed Mr. Ryland’s
comments about childhood cancer and he asked Mr. Ryland if he was an expert on this? Mr.
Ryland asked Mr. Kornas if he did not think the high numbers of cancer at our schools is not a
serious issue? There was discussion about how this topic came up in the press, and Mr. Kornas
claimed Mr. Ryland used cancer as a scare tactic (7:58) as the article could be understood as
the sewer issue being the cause. Both Mr. Kornas and Mr. Ryland agreed that Mr. Ryland had
not made that statement, but Mr. Ryland stated it should be looked at as the cancer and e. coli
in the ditches had high rates.  Mr.  Kornas stated unless someone has a medical degree they
should not be discussing this. Mr. Kornas displayed an empty box that he felt at least two (2)
Council members will be needs to clean out their files.
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Mr. William Paluch, 3740 Shellhart Road, Norton, Ohio, stated what he thought Mr. Kornas
was trying to say is that other communities may have higher cancer rates than Norton and those
communities have their own sewer and water system. Mr. Paluch discussed Mr. Nicolard’s
statements in the press about the racinos coming and that he had lied.  Mr. Nicolard corrected
Mr. Paluch and stated he answered the question from the gentleman on how many referendums
the City had dealt with in twenty-five years and the answer was one. Mr. Paluch stated there is
another lie Mr. Nicolard told in the newspapers about the assessments could be put on your
property taxes and it could be less and around $60.00 a month, and asked Mr. Nicolard just
where did you get that figure? Mr. Nicolard comically noted he just pulled this out of his head.
Why would you tell that lie when you have residents that are paying more than that figure.
Start telling the truth and stop lying and a lot of people will be thinking about this. Mr. Paluch
noted his signs will be going up tomorrow, and they will read exactly like his shirt says.

Mr. Danny Grether, 2831 Brookfield Drive, Norton, Ohio, stated we have a new set of eyes on
our community, and we have a new interest from the local papers. Mr. Grether stated the focus
on Sunday’s article was fed by some on Council and the Administration. Mr. Grether discussed
the proposed racino coming to Norton, and that he was not sure when this started. Mr. Grether
stated if he was in that vehicle with Mr. Nicolard and was deceived about the issue, he would
have not been interested in bringing in his development. Mr. Grether stated he is tired of seeing
all of the negative press and the lack of civility and that this community needs to change. We
have to stop the name calling, etc. The change starts at the top and that it’s the leadership
where it all begins. Mr. Nicolard clarified that the State statutes clearly state there are two (2)
types of petitions that may be circulated. A referendum petition is a petition to repeal a law that
is already passed. The other type is an initiative petition which is something that is initiated by
the citizens. Mr. Nicolard stated when he was asked about the number of referendums in the
last 25 years he told the truth and it was one (1). Mr. Grether disagreed, adding that it was
unfair to turn around and paint the residents as the sole reason that this racino business did not
come to Norton as the article implied.

Mr. Rick Rodgers, 4034 Wadsworth Road, Norton, Ohio, stated the problem he had with that
article was that Mr. Nicolard stated he would have put the casino operator’s  money out there
to stop these petitions. Mr. Rodgers discussed outside donations of the People of Progress
(POP) Committee that was used against the people’s movements. Mr. Rodgers stated that the
best thing the new Council could do is to regain the trust of the people in this community. Mr.
Rodgers discussed the Assessment Board members, and that the Mayor picked someone who
spoke out about the sewers on the People of Progress committee on facebook, and there is a
record of all of that. Mr. Rodgers discussed the open position for the Administrator and the
new trend is to look outside the community and that we advertise and maybe get someone
outside of Norton and maybe even outside of Ohio. That we should look to get the best with
credentials and experience so we do not have on the job training.  Mr. Rodgers agreed with Mr.
Grether and stated he is tired of the front page headlines, and the embarrassment on our City.
People are becoming ashamed of what takes place in these chambers. Mr. Rodgers noted that is
something that didn’t just start this year.
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CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of October 15, 2013, approved as submitted.
Minutes of Work Session of October 21, 2013, deferred until November 11, 2013.
Minutes of the Special Council Meeting of October 21, 2013, approved as submitted.

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Mayor Zita stated we have a job posting to go out this week for the Administrative Officer.
Mayor Zita discussed his recommendations for the Assessment Board, and that he tried to be as
open as possible, tried for all Wards, a mix of male and female, a mix of ages, some with septic
system, and some have sewers; he respectfully submits it for Council’s acceptance.

Mr. Ryland commented about item #6 on Mr. Kornas fact sheet that actually lists
environmental pollution as a possible cause of cancer.

Mr. Kostoff noted that the City will be in Court later in November on the Matheny law suit
case, and he would keep the City posted as always.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
None

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION:
RES #77-2013
Mr. Pelot offered Res. #77-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT TO BE MOVED TO THE 128
FUND (WATER & SEWER IMPROVEMENT FUND) FOR 2013 AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

Mr. Pelot moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Conklin.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Conklin, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Res. #77-2013, seconded by Mr. Nicolard.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Conklin, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

ORD #78-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #78-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PAYMENT TO THE CHIEF
OF POLICE ACCORDING TO THE RESULTS OF THE PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST, AND
TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Mowery moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Mr.
Mowery stated the Chief completed in the top 60% of his class and would be receiving an
$800.00 bonus. Ms. Whipkey stated she had some calls about this and the public seemed to
think this was something specific for the Chief and she wanted people to understand that all the
bargaining unit Police were eligible for the test.  Mr. Conklin pointed out that it was only
available for the full-time officers. Ms. Whipkey noted to Mr. Conklin that she had stated the
bargaining unit which is the full time officers. Mr. Ryland replied no, the test is given once a
year and only if passed would they receive a bonus based on their score. Mr. Ryland noted that
you can fail the test and it’s not available to be repeated until the next year.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

       Abstain: Conklin

Motion passed 6-0-1.

Mr. Mowery moved to adopt Ord. #78-2013, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

       Abstain: Conklin

Motion passed 6-0-1.

RES #79-2013
Mr. Bergstrom offered Res. #79-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A 3.89 MILL LEVY APPEARING ON
THE NOVEMBER 5, 2013 BALLOT AS ISSUE 42 FOR THE NORTON CITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Bergstrom moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Conklin. Mr.
Bergstrom stated despite of all of the issues with the City, the school district is something we
need to seriously consider. Mr. Bergstrom noted the funding available, and the fact that the
school district has revised their last attempt and they have listened to the comments from the
community, and have addressed that. A strong school system makes for a better community.
Ms. Whipkey stated she felt every citizen has the right to state how they feel about the option
of getting a 51% grant and is a good reason to support this issue. Mr. Nicolard noted we have
been hearing all about getting grants and this is a 51% grant and we had turned this away in
that past for a larger amount, he believed it was 61% at that time.
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Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, Conklin, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Bergstrom moved to adopt Res. #79-2013, seconded by Mr. Conklin.

Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Conklin,
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

RES #80-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Res. #80-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR CITY ADMINISTRATOR RICHARD A.
RYLAND.

Mr. Mowery moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Bergstrom, McGlone, Conklin, Pelot, Nicolard
Nays: Whipkey

Motion passed 6-1.

Mr. Mowery moved to adopt Res. #80-2013, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Mr. Mowery asked Mr.
Ryland for any final comments. Mr. Ryland stated he was going to address that later but now
would also be appropriate. Mr. Ryland commented about the future of the City and that we
have a lot of recourses within the City. Mr. Ryland stated he felt this city is prime for growth
with vacant land, active railways, and the twelve (12) miles of interstate. Mr. Ryland noted this
is the right catalyst of moving forward and he envisioned a bright future for the City.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Pelot, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: Whipkey

Motion passed 6-1.

NEW LEGISLATION

ORD #81-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #81-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:
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AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING AN ASSESSMENT EQUALIZATION BOARD TO HEAR
OBJECTIONS RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NASH HEIGHTS
SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS-EAST PHASE PROJECT AND RELATED
IMPROVEMENTS AND ALL OTHER NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO,
COMPRISING THE NASH HEIGHTS SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS—EAST
PHASE PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Mowery moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Ms.
Whipkey stated she voiced her opinion last week that one member needed to be removed and
this week she has presented the facts for her reasons why, (see attached) relating to comments
that particular individual has made and these comments do not speak well for the Citizens for
Norton and many are residents in Nash Heights. Ms. Whipkey then read the comments at issue
and noted the fact that the candidate did publish some nice editorials.  This is all made public
and can be seen by anyone. Ms. Whipkey pointed out that the people spoken about had to go
before the candidate and it way improper.  Ms. Whipkey asked once again for her name to be
removed or make her an alternate and she does not take part in listening to the complaints. Ms.
Whipkey noted that the Mayor was also on this page and agreed with some comments, and is
surprised he did not recall that before making his decision. Mr. Mowery commented on how
many Assessment Boards he has been involved and that these decisions mean a lot and you
have to have the right people on the Board. Usually it’s a very smooth process in the past with
more candidates and Council generally agreed with the candidates. He has heard the same
complaints that Ms. Whipkey made as to the one sidedness of the Board. More should have
been brought forward and possibly interviewed. Mr. McGlone stated he was confused about
the need to waive readings, and not going with the full three readings. Mr. McGlone stated
from what he saw we have legislation going all the way out until March 2014 and we are not
advertising for bids until next March, so why are we rushing this through and asked if there is a
reason? Mr. Mowery stated there is no reason for rushing this through.  Mr. Mowery and Mr.
Pelot removed their motions for waiving readings. Mr. Bergstrom stated he discussed this with
Mayor Zita last week since he had missed the meeting. Mr. Bergstrom stated this process is to
determine if the process is fairly assessed to the residents. Mr. Bergstrom stated he does not
know the full story and questioned if this is accurate, then the Mayor should be looking at a
different candidate. Mr. Bergstrom stated he didn’t even know where the information came
from.  Ms. Whipkey stated the information came from the official POP page, which is
facebook, but it was out there for everybody. Mr. Bergstrom liked the process of looking at
candidates with various types of situations, but also agreed that those individuals with issues
should be removed from the equation.  If what has come forward on the individual is out there
and the Mayor is aware of it, the Mayor should look at other candidates. We need to do the best
we can and be sincere. Mr. Bergstrom asked Mayor if we can have a summary as to their role
on this Board. Mr. Nicolard asked if these members are sworn in and Mayor Zita replied yes.
Mr. Kostoff gave a brief description of their duties as to whether the costs are fair and
reasonable and present a recommendation to Council. Mr. Nicolard stated we are required to
either accept or reject that entire report, we cannot take parts of this and Mr. Kostoff concurred.
Mr. Bergstrom commented about opinions and abiding by the law and what is right, however
there will still be opinions for what is fair and what is not.  We just need to do this the right
way. Mr. Kostoff stated the mere fact that you are either are for or against sanitary sewer
would not disqualify you, unless you as Council determine that is a factor.
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The statute places the merit of the confirmation on your shoulders as Council and there is
nothing in the Charter addressing it. Mr. Bergstrom discussed if we already have reservations
going into this, it will be hard for us to make the right decision. Ms. Whipkey stated that she
agreed people can be biased one way or another, and people need to overcome that. Ms.
Whipkey stated her whole issue is how uncomfortable these residents might feel with this
candidate. Ms. Whipkey stated she pulled all of this information from one of the newspapers
that directed people to go to the POP website and encouraged people to go read it.

First Reading only.

ORD #82-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #82-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE ADJUSTMENTS TO THE NON-BARGAINING
SALARY RATE FOR THE CLERK OF COUNCIL, CLERK OF COURT—NORTON
MAYOR’S COURT, AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT.

First reading only.

ORD #83-2013
Mr. Conklin offered Ord. #83-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO
AN AGREEMENT WITH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING SERVICES IN CONJUNCTION WITH A REQUEST FOR EXTENSION
OF WATER LINE SERVICES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Conklin moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. McGlone. Ms.
Whipkey asked if Environmental Design Grip is the same firm that Mr. Demboski also works
for and Mr. Ryland replied yes.

Roll Call: Yeas: Conklin, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Conklin moved to adopt Ord. #83-2013, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Ms. Whipkey stated
she would be going along with this since the people presented this petition.

Roll Call: Yeas: Conklin, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION:

ORD #74-2013
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Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #74-2013 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE NON-BARGAINING SALARY RATE FOR THE
CLERK OF COUNCIL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Second reading only.

ORD #75-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #75-2013 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE NON-BARGAINING SALARY RATE FOR THE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Second reading only.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Zita had no announcements

NEW BUSINESS:

Executive Session

At 7:50 PM, Mr. Nicolard moved to temporarily recess the Regular Council Meeting to
convene into Executive Session for the following reasons:  1). Personnel Issues as defined in
(O.R.C. § 121.22) (G) (1) & Section 3.12 of the Norton City Charter and Pending Litigation
Issues as defined in (O.R.C. § 121.22) (G) (3) & Section 3.12 of the Norton City Charter,
seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Mr. Nicolard invited Mr. Kostoff, Mrs. Starosta and Mayor Zita
to attend.  Mr. Kostoff asked to also have an associate from his office, Mr. Finn to attend upon
his arrival later on. Mr. Nicolard noted that Council may reconvene back into the Committee of
the Whole to present any matters for consideration.

Roll Call: Yeas: Nicolard, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery,
Nays: Conklin

Motion passed 6-1.

At approximately 9:18 PM Council returned from Executive Session only for the purpose to
adjourn the Regular Council Meeting.



Regular Council Meeting
October 28, 2013
Page 9 of 9

9

ADJOURN:
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:18 PM.

__________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council

I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on November 11, 2013.

________________________________
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM*

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE
CLERK OF COUNCIL**

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building, unless
otherwise noted.


