
NORTON CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

Roll Call: Dennis McGlone Also Present: 
Charlotte Whipkey Mayor Mike Zita
Scott Pelot Rick Ryland-Excused
Bill Mowery Laura Starosta
John Conklin Pete Kostoff
Todd Bergstrom Karla Richards
Don Nicolard Ann Campbell

The Special Council Meeting convened on Monday, September 30, 2013 at 7:02 PM in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order
by Don Nicolard, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment
of silent reflection.

RECONSIDERATION OF PRIOR  LEGISLATION:
ORD. #57-2013
Mr. Mowery stated that we are here to night to straighten out Ord #57-2013, and moved to
reconsider Ord #57-2013, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Ms. Whipkey asked for a clarification
on why this needs to be amended. Mr. Kostoff indicated he had discussions with the Clerk
of Council and it was brought to his attention that the actions by Council last week were
improper and the legislation was not properly adopted. In order to adopt this correctly he has
provided Council with the proper steps. This action will still have the date for the Special
Election as you indicated and this will be delivered to the Board of Elections.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Pelot, Conklin, Bergstrom
Nays: Nicolard

Motion passed 6-1.

Mr. Mowery moved to amend Ord. #57-2013, with the Special Election date of December
10, 2013, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom
Nays: Pelot, Nicolard

Motion passed 5-2.

Mr. Mowery offered Amended Ord. #57-2013 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to
read it:

AN ORDINANCE SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF NORTON A
PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.
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Mr. Mowery moved to waive the third reading of Amended Ord. #57-2013, seconded by
Ms. Whipkey.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom
Nays: Pelot, Nicolard

Motion passed 5-2.

Mr. Mowery moved to adopt Amended Ord. #57-2013, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr.
Bergstrom stated he felt this is wrong and hopes the citizens think about the big picture and
how this will impact the City. Mr. Bergstrom stated that he realizes we are obligated as
Council to do this, however he is totally against this and feels this can really put the City in
a bind as far as what we have to work with. Mr. Nicolard repeated his comments from last
week that in Ward 2 he had 85% of the voters turned this issue down and he is speaking for
those residents and will be voting no tonight.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom
Nays: Pelot, Nicolard

Motion passed 5-2.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION
ORD #67-2013
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #67-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING $4,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL FUND #001
INTO THE SPECIAL EVENTS FUND #120, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Pelot moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Mr.
Pelot stated this allows us to transfer up to $4,000.00 from the General Fund into the Special
Events Fund for the Cider Festival fireworks. Mrs. Starosta clarified this is a transfer for the
full amount of $4,000.00; we cannot do an up to amount. If this does not get used this year,
it will remain in the Special Events Fund to be used next year. Ms. Whipkey asked if this is
something we do every year and Mrs. Starosta replied she did not believe we needed this
last year but it has been done in the past. Ms. Whipkey asked why we did not do this sooner
and Mrs. Starosta replied we always try and get as many donations as we can. Mayor Zita
indicated we are slowly getting checks in and the amounts received so far were down a little
from last year. Ms. Whipkey clarified we are basically doing this as a cushion in case we
don’t have enough and Mayor Zita concurred. Mr. Nicolard noted that last Thursday, Mayor
Zita was out in the community asking for donations from our local businesses. Ms. Whipkey
asked about a rain date and Mayor Zita said if it rains on Saturday they will be done on
Sunday. Mr. Mowery asked how much is currently in the Special Events Fund and Mrs.
Starosta replied a little over $1,000.00 which came from donations. Mr. Mowery asked who
the company was this year setting off the fireworks and Mayor Zita replied, same company
as last year-Garden City Fireworks. Mr. Mowery commented that Mike Meden, (a Norton
resident) and Mr. Moss have also been involved in the past. Mr. Mowery stated this looks to
the residents like we are wasting $4,000.00 on fireworks and feel this is money that could
get spent elsewhere, like the roads. Mayor Zita stated he realized this; however most of the
residents really appreciate that we can provide fireworks for everyone.
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Mr. Mowery discussed all the financial burdens coming up with the school levy, salary
increases, and sewer assessments; it’s like kicking sand in their faces. Mr. Mowery stated to
see $4,000.00 going up into the air is a waste. Mayor Zita reminded Mr. Mowery the salary
issues was asked by Council and not the Administration, and we did provide you with
information as you had requested. Ms. Whipkey asked if there is a charge for the public to
access the park and watch the fireworks and Mayor Zita replied no. Mayor Zita noted there
is parking available and shuttle transport from the school parking lot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Conklin, Nicolard
Nays: Mowery

Motion passed 6-1.

Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Ord. #67-2013, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Ms. Whipkey noted
she received several phone calls on this subject and most called to oppose this expense.
There was not much information out there for the public to understand what this was all
about. Ms. Whipkey expressed the fact that this was really a judgment call and wished she
would have also heard from residents supporting this. Ms. Whipkey stated she realized
many people come to see the fireworks and this is one of the few things the City offers the
public, so she would be supporting this.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Conklin, Nicolard
Nays: Mowery

Motion passed 6-1.

ADJOURN:
There being no other business to come before the Special Council Meeting, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:19 PM.

__________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council

I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on October 15, 2013.

____________________________
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM*
**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE

CLERK OF COUNCIL**

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


