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NORTON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2013

Roll Call: Dennis McGlone Also Present: 
Charlotte Whipkey Mayor Mike Zita
Scott Pelot Rick Ryland-Excused
Bill Mowery  Laura Starosta
John Conklin Pete Kostoff
Todd Bergstrom Karla Richards
Don Nicolard Ann Campbell

Police Chief Hete

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, August 26, 2013 at 7:00 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order
by Don Nicolard, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment
of silent reflection.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:
Mr. Conklin moved to amend his motion from last week on the Res. Of Necessity for Nash
Heights, Res. #56-2013 he had originally stated it did not need the emergency clause when
in fact it does. Mr. Conklin also had a request from with the Administration that this step is
crucial in addressing the EPA in a timely fashion. Mr. Conklin noted that all other
assessment projects have the emergency clause and this is necessary to get this project
moving in a timely manner, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Ms. Whipkey stated this is still
supposed to go three readings as she understands it, and that we are not to be rushing this
through and this is a safety and health factor.  Ms. Whipkey asked of Council if she was
correct on that, to which, Mr. Nicolard and Mr. Bergstrom nodded in agreement.

Roll Call: Yeas: Conklin, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Nicolard
Nays: Mowery

Motion passed 6-1.

Mr. Mowery stated he is very leery with anything with emergency language, and he had
asked Mr. Conklin earlier if a vote was forthcoming tonight and Mr. Conklin could not give
him an answer which made him even more gun shy. Mr. Mowery noted you might have 4
new faces on Council with different opinions. Mowery moved to table Res. #56-2013 and
Ord 102-2012 until a new council is set in place, seconded by Ms. Whipkey. Mr. Mowery
stated that the big picture is the people in the city and does not want to see this push
through. At the last Committee meeting the former Mayor Koontz was present and
expressed his views in favor of the sewer project and his interest in consulting with the City
in the future.
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Ms. Whipkey stated that she agreed with Mowery for the same reasons in addition to the
fact that some residents could be charged double assessments due to the way their property
is laid out and they should not be charged twice. Ms. Whipkey went on to say that she
believed everyone should have the opportunity to combine their properties to keep from
having more than one assessment and more time would aid those desiring to do so.  Mr.
Bergstrom noted tabling anything of this nature would do no good. We have already shown
that we are working to negotiate with the Administration and Council. In addition we are not
doing a sewer project with this resolution; we are recognizing a fact we have a real heath
issue here and we intend to address it. Mr. Bergstrom noted that nothing would make Res.
#56-2013 any better by waiting for the next election of Council. Mr. Bergstrom stated he
campaigned with the promotion of sewers and water. This only delays this process even
farther. This problem will not go away with a different Council; we need to keep moving
forward and work with administration to get reasonable numbers. Mr. Mowery discussed his
past issue of tabling the entire Nash project, which was misconstrued as a stoppage. Mr.
Mowery stated this new motion is not a stopping this project, it’s just to put some heads
together and make some common sense, it just provides time to review the costs to the
residents. The residents need help financially and we need our due diligence to show the
residents we are looking for options. We need to do our due diligence here to come up with
the financing and any help that we can and show the residents the figures and documents.
Have they seen that, because he has not. Mr. Bergstrom we can still move forward, there are
other ways to do it without continually recreating the wheel. We have the time to still find
the other ways and it’s up to us to find any. If you feel there are other ways then you need to
say so; it is our job to find the ways, not the citizens job. Ms. Whipkey stated we failed the
residents miserably because there has always been an option and some people have been put
in grave danger of having much more than their share put upon them. Apparently there were
people that were well aware of it and this administration and some on this Council have
stated that we would help the residents. At no point in time were the residents told that they
need to combine their property or take the chance of being assessed twice and they need the
time to do it. You need to have your property surveyed, and combine them if possible, and it
is a process. Mr. Bergstrom stated we still have opportunities to make this right, lets get that
set and address this. Let’s start the process and set a time limit to get that done although he
does agree the issue of sub-lots and combining them is a good thing to discuss. Mr.
Bergstrom stated that if we don’t set a schedule now we would never get there. Mr. Conklin
stated he hears what Council is saying, but the biggest thing in his mind is the potential of
the EPA fines. Mr. Conklin stated he had this discussion with Mr. Rodgers this past
weekend, as far as the time this could happen. Does the inaction of this Council with
possibility of a fine increase the hardship of our residents? There are so many multiple
pieces of legislation, this is not the last, and it’s the first one. Mr. Conklin discussed the
comments about combining properties and stated that the Assessment Equalization Board is
the process to address residents owning multiple parcels, which Council must seat those
members. Mr. Conklin stated that to say this one vote tonight is the end all for Nash
Heights, the end of discussion and that equipment is on the way is not so. There is a lot more
work that needs to be done on this, and he will not recommend or support tabling this. Ms.
Whipkey asked if its true that you told Mr. Mowery you could not answer his questions on
waiving readings on this?
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Mr. Conklin concurred and would have preferred it went the three readings; waiting six (6)
weeks will have no effect on this and his putting up with six weeks of robo calls or calls to
Mr. Conklin will not make Mr. Conklin change his mind in any way, shape, or form. Ms.
Whipkey stated she recalled Mr. Ryland stated construction would start in early January.
Mr. Conklin stated that he felt Mr. Ryland is dead wrong with this timing. Ms. Whipkey
asked Mr. Conklin what his expertise over Mr. Ryland’s was in his assessment.  Mr.
Conklin replied that all you have to do is look at the process that is required to get there.
There was discussion such as to the timing of the appointment of the Assessment Board. Ms.
Whipkey commented on the possibility of this Council selecting the Equalization Board and
the residents would come before that board sometime next year and to a Board that a new
Council did not elect. Mr. Conklin asked Ms. Whipkey if she took an oath office, which she
replied yes. Mr. Conklin indicated that Ms. Whipkey needs to do her job. Ms. Whipkey
stated that she is doing her job. Mr. Conklin stated he took an oath office, not to just sit up
here and do nothing until a new Council might be elected and if that offends some of you
folks, too bad. After several outbursts from the public, Police Chief Hete asked for everyone
and he meant everyone to please conduct themselves in a civil manner; civil in your words,
civil in your tones and civil in your actions. Stay within the confines of Codified ordinances
of the City of Norton and statues of the State of Ohio. Chief Hete stated that he would not
tolerate this type of behavior. Mr. Pelot stated this has been beat to death and back, people
voted on this and the fact is sewers are coming. Stop fighting this fact, let’s put our heads
together and work to find additional funding. Mr. Pelot stated he understands your hardships
with this, and if your income level is at a certain place there is help for you through Summit
County. We cannot sit back and let the city get fined because we did not allow sewers to be
constructed.  We may not have an official grant writer here at city hall. Concentrate our
efforts here instead of stalling. Mr. Pelot stated he does not want to see any resident lose
their homes. There is not a grant writer in the city of Norton and there are not a lot of people
or time to be digging for grants, but if we worked together maybe we will find something.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey
Nays: McGlone, Pelot, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard

Motion to table Res. #56-2013 and Ord #102-2012 failed 2-5. Mr. Mowery stated he is a life
resident of Norton and has never come across so many elderly residents with such tight
budgets, and for their children as well. We need to protect the people and do what we can to
get the money to help them. It’s not to stop the process; it’s to find better ways to help them.
Ms. Whipkey demanded information on the web site for the process to combine parcels and
to get this done before it hits them.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Presentation by Mary Alice Sonnhalter-Summit County Board of Alcohol, Drug Addiction
and Mental Health. Ms. Sonnhalter presented the afflictions of alcohol and drug addictions.
There is help at the facilities for all of the addictions and discussed a case with a man named
Jarred and his success story. Ms. Sonnhalter discussed 1 in 4 have such an illness, but the
good new is that they are retrievable and recovery is possible. Did you know we have
preschoolers being expelled because of their behavioral issues? We have services for all age
spans and for their families.
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We fund a twenty-four (24) hour crisis center and this November the ADDM Board will be
on the ballot for a renewal issue, its not a tax increase. This funding would be used to
continue providing help for the residents of all ages.  Mr. Jim Lino, 5058 Grove Ave,
discussed seeing signs along the highway that states: Drug Impairment, if you see anyone
then call this number. Chief Hete commented it means that if you witness an impaired driver
or someone that appears under the influence of drugs to contact that number. Mr. Mowery
asked if the ADDM Board is involved in the Community Health Center or if she knew of
Mr. Ted Zigler. Ms. Sonnhalter replied yes we are and she has worked with Mr. Zigler and
that he recently retired.

Ms. Helen Wolfe, 4275 S. Hametown Road, Norton, Ohio, discussed the (five) 5 minute
rule and that when Mrs. Zita spoke recently that gavel did not come out. Ms. Wolfe
discussed the misconception that if residents have a fairly new and working septic system, it
won’t affect them, because this will effect all residents regardless. Ms. Wolfe urged Mr.
Nicolard who is so interested in writing letters that he addresses this issue and informs the
residents. Ms. Wolfe discussed the tax assessments in addition to the tie in fees, in addition
to the new monthly utility associated with a new sewer line. Ms. Wolfe stated she regrets the
day she moved in to Norton and she sees that she is not the only one with all of the other
residents that have for sale signs up. Ms. Wolfe stated Mr. Conklin, although the people in
Ward 4 were not given the opportunity to vote for him, he is still our Ward 4 representative
and most of his constituents are against the sewers and he should be voting the way we want
him to vote, not the way he wants to or the rest of you want.

Tom Kornas, welcomed the Police Chief Hete, stated he had done a lot and he has been
through a lot in this last election, those that voted yes did not want to hurt the Police Dep. It
just got all out of hand especially with the media with all of the press and your PAC group,
with all of your negative comments. Mr. Kornas commented on one editorial in the papers
that suggested we now hire the Summit County Sheriff that he felt was a slap in the face for
our Police Department. Mr. Kornas expressed his concerns with the PAC web site and that
Mr. Nicolard has some control over and their behavior and the personal attacks, some
people have even attempted to run us over. Mr. Kornas stated the elderly people could not
get out of their houses to vote and had their children help get there. Mr. Kornas discussed
the 4th Ward Councilperson, the fact he was appointed not voted in, and had no right to
speak the way he did to Ms. Whipkey and it was very unprofessional. Mr. Conklin replied
by stating look who was talking. Mr. Kornas discussed some of the arrogant attitudes from
Council and how he was angry over them. Mr. Kornas discussed his amount of time for
speaking, and that others were permitted more time with no issues. Mr. Kornas asked if
Council is aware if the EPA is coming to fine us this week, next week, or when?

Danny Grether, 2831 Brookfield Drive, Norton, Ohio, stated he supports fixing the issue at
hand, and the EPA is not one that you can fight. Mr. Grether stated he is paying over
$3,000.00 out of his daughter’s college fund to support his piece in this city and is a part of
this city too and he is not getting anything in return for this. Mr. Grether stated there are
many long time residents that will be hit very hard with this. Mr. Grether stated there is
grant money out there, but now the Administration is saying we will now have fixed rates,
so then are we still looking for grants?
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Mr. Bergstrom stated that we can still go after grants regardless. Mr. Grether stated he has
asked for a simple list of time lines, and costs, and referenced that the City of Green seems
to be able to do just that on a street widening project all the way from 2013 to 2018. They
are working together to solve this issue with a Committee. Mr. Grether has expressed to this
Council to set up an ad hoc committee of residents that do and do not have sewer, and that
will and will not be affected by sewers to help resolve this. Mr. Grether stated that every
evening he is on the computer Google searching for money out there. We need someone in
Administration to get a handout like this we, need to see it in writing the time line, the
purpose and needs section.

William Paluch, 3740 Shellhart Road, Norton, Ohio, stated he wanted to make one thing
clear to the media, this new Charter Amendment that is out there is his. He will deal directly
with the media and only him. Mr. Paluch stated he is tired of the press especially the
Barberton Herald putting misstatements in the paper. He is not a member of the
Citizens4Noton, however he may have some people working for him. Mr. Paluch stated the
press crucified the efforts with the last Charter amendment.  Mr. Paluch discussed all of the
threats that were out there with the last one, its not going to happen this time. Mr. Paluch
stated that right now he has enough signatures to put this on the ballot.

Rick Rodgers, 4034 Wadsworth Road, Norton, Ohio, stated he passed out different emails to
certain people. He has asked for each person to be his or her own individual person and not
as a PAC.

Mr. Rodgers handed out an email from several people, Michael Moore and Ryan Pruitt-
Summit County Board of Health, and Rick Ryland who appears to be on vacation again,
(see attached). Mr. Rodgers discussed the distrust with this Council and Administration that
the residents have. Why would the Administrative Officer have anything to do with
directing the County on our enforcement? Ms. Whipkey stated she has had this similar
conversation and it was the County that permitted the Administration to express their will in
working on these efforts. Mr. Rodgers discussed more content of the emails. Mr. Nicolard
noted that Mr. Rodgers time was up.

Dennis Pierson, 3793 Easton Road, Norton, Ohio, stated that Mr. Ryland implied his facts,
and submitted an email (see attached). Mr. Pierson indicated there is evidence that we are
putting in substandard systems. There is a resident on Easton who has been running raw
sewage since 2010, so you have all known about this and have done nothing? Mr. Pierson
noted you are not testing septic systems, you are testing outfalls. Mr. Pierson discussed
previous presentation and comments by Mr. Ryland and Mr. Demboski. Mr. Pierson
discussed Fund #108, those funds are already ear tagged for sewers, and if you are paying
those fees to Barberton and Summit County, so then you are already paying for it. If Summit
County can do it cheaper, why aren’t you talking to them.  Mr. Pierson discussed the past
Citizens4Norton meetings and that their group had invited this Council, Mayor and
Administration, and you did not even bother to come to the meeting. No wonder you have
residents that are upset. Mr. Pierson stated you show such disrespect to the residents, this is
their chamber, their body, they pay your salaries and you seem to have forgotten all of that.
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Paul Tousley, 4536 Garrett Drive, Norton, Ohio, commented on the statement by one
Council member that stated we need to put our heads together, so what have you been
doing? You need to tell the Administration that until they come up with another plan, then
you are not voting on this issue. Mr. Tousley discussed the threat and scare tactics of the
EPA holding a fine over our heads. Mr. Tousley discussed the need by Council of only
wanting to benefit the City but not the residents. Mr. Tousley talked about the distrust with
the last week’s event of coming within $1.00 short on a settlement so that it did not have to
come to the Board of Control for approval. It seems a little fishy, don’t you think? Was this
done to protect someone for not doing their job? Mr. Tousley stated this past week he heard
that the Mayor was down in the park harassing the people there at an event. Mr. Tousley
stated that as the Mayor you are the protector of the residents, and to harass the residents is
wrong.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Council meeting of July 15, 2013 were approved as submitted.
Minutes of the Committee Work Session of August 99, 2013 were approved as submitted.

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Mayor Zita replied to Mr. Tousley’s earlier accusations and that he was attending the Ice
Cream Social on Saturday and on Sunday was at the petition site; he pointed out he was
there because he does care.

Mr. Kostoff indicated that at Council’s request, he has prepared the outline of required steps
for special assessment procedures, which will be posted to the city web site. There are
sixteen (16) steps in these requirements. If there are any questions they may be directed to
Council and then he would address them. Ms. Whipkey stated that last week Mr. Ryland
indicated that although there may were sixteen (16) steps, some can be combined, is this
correct? Mr. Kostoff stated he would have to take a look at the listing.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
None

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION:
ORD #54-2013
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #54-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

THE ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT
EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF NORTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Pelot moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. McGlone. Ms.
Whipkey stated she would not support moving money into a fund to cover life insurance
policy that did not exist. It was Mr. Moss’s negligence, the negligence of the Administration
and it was well after his passing that any life insurance policies were taken care of and there
is no reason to pursue this. Ms. Whipkey stated Council was misled in Executive Session in
this matter. It does not just concern Mr. Moss.
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There are contracts made in good faith with the City workers and there was no good faith on
the City’s end, there was no life insurance on all employees. Mowery also agreed, and stated
that he was lead to believe that the settlement issued would be backed by a unanimous vote
of Council, and without that he could not support this.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: Whipkey, Mowery.

Motion passed 5-2.

Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Ord. #54-2013, seconded by Mr. McGlone.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Nicolard, McGlone, Conklin, Bergstrom
Nays: Whipkey, Mowery

Motion passed 5-2.

ORD #55-2013
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #55-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE ALTERNATIVE TAX BUDGET FOR THE
CITY OF NORTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014 AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

Mr. Pelot moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Nicolard.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Ord. #55-2013, seconded by Mr. McGlone.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Conklin, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

RES #56-2013

Mr. Conklin offered Res. #56-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO IMPROVE CROYDON ROAD,
HIGGINS DRIVE, RANGELY ROAD, EASTON ROAD, BROOKSIDE DRIVE,
CLUBVIEW DRIVE, BROOKSIDE COURT AND CERTAIN OTHER PARCELS BY
CONSTRUCTING AND INSTALLING SANITARY SEWER LINES, TOGETHER WITH
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO, COMPRISING THE NASH HEIGHTS
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SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS – EAST PHASE PROJECT, AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Conklin moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Nicolard. Ms.
Whipkey stated she has looked into some things, and that people are only paying one third
for the projects, and those differences of being charged for an 8-inch line. Would the
difference of the size of the lines become part of that one third? Ms. Whipkey stated she
understands under of Ohio Revised Code, and that you can’t charge the residents more than
the construction costs. Mr. Kostoff noted the requirement of the emergency language and he
under stands from Mr. Ryland that the EPA needs to see some action within the City. Ms.
Whipkey stated if the law requires and 8 inch line, and the administration states otherwise,
and she cannot trust the administration and we need to give the people some time.
Bergstrom surprised to see we are attempting to waive the readings, and will not support
that. Mr. Bergstrom stated we were going down a path that he thought we were all on page,
and talk about distrust, as much as he supports this project. McGlone stated that he agreed
with Ms. Whipkey and Mr. Bergstrom. Mr. Conklin and Mr. Nicolard removed their
motions to suspend the readings and Res. #56-2013 stands as a first reading only.

INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION:
ORD. #102-2012
Mr. Conklin offered Ord. #102-2012 for its third reading, and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER A
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH SUMMIT COUNTY FOR THE
PURCHASE OF THE NORTON SEWER SYSTEM, AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

Mr. Conklin moved to adopt Ord. #102-2012, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom. Mr. Mowery
stated that Mr. Kostoff did an excellent job explaining his concerns, but still has caution
with this. How can you do this when you don’t even have a road program? Mr. Mowery
commented on the size of pipes and anytime that happens there are enormous cost increases
someone has to pay. Mr. McGlone stated he expressed concerns last week with Mr. Ryland
and it turns out that it’s possible that he should not have been paying what he has been all
along, and this is even more reason to look into this now. Ms. Whipkey she cannot support
this and just does not buy it, nor that it’s such a long and drawn out process. It will likely be
all wrapped up in a month or so. Ms Whipkey stated the best we can hope for is this does
not come back to us until next year and we may have some new faces here on Council to
work it through. Mr. Bergstrom discussed Council doing their part in setting up a committee
of members in order to have a check and balance system with this process. You cannot have
one entity doing the sole negotiations. Ms. Whipkey stated we should be able to dictate that
this is something that we want and if its not what we want then we won’t proceed and that
we should have some say and not get this shoved down our throats.

Roll Call: Yeas: Conklin, Bergstrom, McGlone, Pelot, Nicolard
Nays: Whipkey, Mowery

Motion passed 5-2.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None

NEW BUSINESS:
Mr. Mowery stated we finally got the bridge open in Loyal Oak area, and asked about the
status of the roadwork? Mayor Zita stated he has met with Mr. Bob Lockhart and that it has
now been paved. Mayor Zita stated that as far as the Cleveland Massillon Road waterline
project goes, that is still a few weeks out for completion. Ms. Whipkey stated she had been
reviewing past Parks Board minutes where Mr. Ryland has proposed to buy two (2) homes
in the Woodbine area that are occupied, and questioned how can we tear them down for
more ballparks? Why would we even be considering this when we cannot seem to get the
non-bargaining employees a raise or pave roads? It comes time when it’s not a necessity,
and as the Chair of the Property Committee she did not know anything about this. Mayor
Zita stated we are constantly looking for better opportunities and residents in this area
brought this to us. Boards and Commissions are in place to do just that as opposed to
Administration doing it, be it Parks/Cemetery, Planning or any other board.  Ms. Starosta
stated that we do have funds set aside from Time Warner Franchise Fees for parks and that
cannot be used for anything other than park land or acquisition. Ms. Whipkey stated unless
Council changes by a vote of Council like we did for the road program last year. Mayor Zita
discussed the ice cream social this past weekend that was done by a non-resident and it was
expressed to him how nice and beautiful our parks are here in Norton. Mayor Zita had
informed them the reason for this is because we have funding coming from Time Warner
Cable for the parks. Ms. Whipkey stated that she was not referring to our present parks, she
was talking about expanding the parks when there are other needs that should be addressed.

Mr. Nicolard noted our next meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2013 due to Labor Day, and Mr.
Nicolard noted at this time there are no agenda items, so there may or may not be a meeting,
next week and urged everyone to check the city web page for updates.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Zita read several announcements, (see attached). Mr. Bill Mowery noted that Mr.
Conklin is holding another town hall meeting at 7 PM tomorrow evening.

ADJOURN:
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:32 PM.

__________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council
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I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on September 9, 2013.

________________________________
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM*

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE
CLERK OF COUNCIL**

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


