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NORTON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 15, 2013

Roll Call: Dennis McGlone Also Present: 
Charlotte Whipkey Mayor Mike Zita
Scott Pelot Rick Ryland
Bill Mowery  Laura Starosta
John Conklin-Excused Pete Kostoff
Todd Bergstrom Karla Richards-Excused
Don Nicolard Ann Campbell

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, July 15, 2013 at 7:00 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order
by Don Nicolard, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment
of silent reflection.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:
Mr. Nicolard noted several items on the current Matters Referred listing needed to be
cleaned up. Mr. Nicolard moved to remove the John Street TIF agreement from the list,
seconded by Mr. Bergstrom.

Roll Call: Yeas: Nicolard, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Nicolard moved to remove the Health Board Res. For MAD from the list, seconded by
Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Nicolard, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Bergstrom
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Bergstrom moved to remove Sewer Connection Fees and Continued Planning for
Sanitary Sewers from the list, seconded by Mr. McGlone.

Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.
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Ms. Whipkey gave a brief overview from the recent Norton Health Advisory Board meeting.
Ms. Whipkey stated we had discussed the C & D facilities on Summit Road and found that
they are in compliance.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Mr. David Barnhardt from the Akron Public Zoo gave a brief presentation on the status of
the Akron Zoo (see attached). Mr. Barnhardt introduced his associate, Ms. Carrie Bassett,
who gave a live animal presentation with a screech owl.

Mr. Dan Karant, representative on the Summit County Public Health gave an updated report
(see attached).  Ms. Whipkey asked about assistance for residents for replacement of septic
systems. Mr. Karant advised there are grants for those that qualify by their income level, and
the other is if you are not in an area that is not in the immediate future connecting to sewer,
and those residents should check with the Administration.

Ms. Whipkey noted a change to the Exhibit A to Ord. #40-2013 to include one office printer
from the Council office to the listing.

Mrs. Kim Zita, 3565 Little Road, Norton, Ohio, spoke about the Citizens4Noton and how
they have filed as an LLC instead of a PAC when they support or oppose political issues and
have solicited money from people. Mrs. Zita noted the waste of taxpayer money in excess of
$10,000.00 forcing this Special Election, which the Citizens4Norton group dispute, just call
the Board of Elections and ask for yourself like she did. Mrs. Zita stated that in 2011 while
her husband was running for Mayor, supporters of this group was spending time
investigating him and probably herself as well through all of the various court levels, to use
to publicly shame him from winning the election, they did not find anything.  They also
tried to claim that he was never a paramedic and that he had lied about it. What they found
was a record in the name of Zita for an EMTA not an EMTP. That was her license they
found not her husbands, once again they lied and were proved wrong. Also that same year
her husbands youngest brother died suddenly and some supporters of this group said that
Mike’s brother did not die, he is just saying that to get the sympathy vote, and she has a
resident that would testify to this statement. Several months after that they were saying that
Mike had killed his brother, although she does not know who started this rumor and its
probably best she doesn’t know. More recently supporters of this group accused him of
setting fire to the church on Wadsworth Road just to get the fire levy to pass. This is the
same group of people who want you to believe what they are saying on this Charter
amendment. They are notorious for taking pieces of data and stringing it together as fact.
The scary thing about this is they are starting to believe their lies. Mrs. Zita discussed the
affidavit on file from the person who wrote the last Charter change about what he meant as
opposed to what he said. Mrs. Zita stated she never heard of a law based on the “spirit of
what they meant”.  Mrs. Zita stated that person is running for Council this November, and
his name is Steve Fannin. At a recent Council meeting it was said by Mr. Rick Rodgers who
also happens to be running for Council that “the grass roots leadership will correct anything
that is wrong after November”. This tells you they know this amendment was flawed, yet
they continued to force this on the ballot not only cost money for a Special Election but it
will also cost more money in legal fees to fight it.  By the way the City is 5 for 5 in
defending itself against these frivolous lawsuits.
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Mrs. Zita stated at this same meeting Mr. Tousley, who also is running for Council,
complained about recent comments that these Citizens4Norton were self-seeking. Mr.
Tousley had stated it was wrong to call them names, however it was someone from that
same group of people that called the Mayor and City Administrator “Nazi’s”. Mrs. Zita
stated that if Mr. Tousley wanted to play finger pointing, she won that one. Mrs. Zita
commented about the people’s right to control their private property, but failed to take care
of their septic systems for the last twenty-five (25) years. Now the EPA not the City of
Norton will be forcing the issues for sewers. Mrs. Zita commented about this groups
complains on the legal fees the City pays, but then you have Mr. William Paluch filing suit
with a Writ of Mandamus in the Courts regarding how the televised meetings are being
aired. Mr. Paluch stated at the last Council meeting we would put this issue back on the
ballot. Mrs. Zita commented about how Mr. Kornas had submitted several pages about
funding sewers from the EPA to Mayor Zita, too bad that not one page had do to with
Summit County Ohio. Mrs. Zita stated that Mr. Kornas has stated several times about the
Mayor is getting kickbacks from installing the sewers. Mrs. Zita warned Mr. Kornas not to
make that statement again or he would find himself at the receiving end of a lawsuit. Mrs.
Zita commented on a supporter of Citizens4Norton and current Councilwoman that cost the
City over $26,000.00 by filing ridiculous lawsuits. Mrs. Zita stated that it appears that Mr.
Pierson has a grudge with the City because he used to work at Acme and Mr. Ryland used to
be his boss. Mrs. Zita also noted that Mr. Pierson also has a grudge because the City did not
purchase a fire truck from him because it did not fit their specifications. However he
continually states that the Mayor is exempt from the sewers coming to Nash Heights. Mrs.
Zita stated that their parcel is and always been in Brookside Forrest, not Nash Heights. As
soon as sewer becomes available to their property she will happily connect. Mrs. Zita stated
that according to the twenty (20) year plan, which there has always been, she is scheduled
for sewers in 5 years.

Ms. Gayle Brenner, 4041 Harper Avenue, Norton, read her comments (see attached).

Mr. Tom Kornas, 3771 Brookside Road, Norton, Ohio, stated he does not like being
slandered at a public meeting. If you are going to file legal action, let him know this is not
the place to do that. The Citizens4Norton group is its own entity and has nothing to do with
individuals. Mr. Kornas stated he has never heard such nonsense here. Mr. Kornas discussed
the talk of spending $10,000.00 on a special election, that is chicken feed for what we will
have to be paying for sewers. Mr. Kornas stated that would financially be draining a lot of
families in Norton. Mr. Kornas discussed the $400,000.00 spent in the last four (4) years on
engineering and legal fees. Mr. Kornas stated it frustrates him that people come up here and
don’t know what they are talking about. You state it was the Citizens4Norton that filed a
lawsuit when it was one individual. Mr. Kornas stated he asked for release of information
from the Finance Director many times and asked why hasn’t he received this? Mr. Kornas
stated we can resolve this, just get together and do something about it, we are all grown ups
here.

Mr. Rick Rodgers, 4034 Wadsworth Road, Norton, Ohio, stated we are talking about
misinformation in the papers, particularly the West Side Leader about verification of
statements.
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A lot of the misinformation comes from Council and people pick up on it, and they don’t get
the facts. Mr. Rodgers stated he spoke with Russ Pruitt-Summit County Health Board last
week and he indicated Nash Heights could have been resolved very easily. If the City had
put in new sewer lines, the residents would have to connect only when their sewers had
failed. That was proposed to the City and the City turned this down. If we want some issues
then we can find them. Put this on the ballot and see what the people want and if the people
support this then he is backing off of that because the majority rules. Mr. Rodgers stated he
has heard several times from the Administration that if we own our own sewers, then we
control our own destiny.  We know the Mt. Vernon residents are paying an enormous
amount in surcharge fees, and asked what is Norton doing for these residents for this
surcharge? The EPA is not the one pushing these sewers, its been stated by the EPA and
Summit County. The only ones pushing this are some of the people in this room and some
of the Council members and the Administration. We are not mandated, we have a sewage
problem and we are told to correct it. As far as the grants that have been written for, he has
asked to see some of that paperwork. Marshallville Mayor has thousands and thousands of
pages that he submitted for grants, so where is our paperwork?

Mr. Paul Tousley, 4536 Garrett Drive, Norton, Ohio, stated his comments he makes are not
to made to personal, it all about the way he believes and how people should be treated. Mr.
Tousley stated that his wife will not be defending him in the future, he can do that for
himself. Mr. Tousley stated last week he had asked what defined a citizen of Norton, and
apparently Mrs. Zita has figured that one out for us. Its anyone that does not agree with the
Administration is now officially a Citizen4Norton. Mr. Tousley stated last week he
mentioned an opinion in a local paper without stating who the author was because it’s not
personal for him. Mr. Tousley thanked the first speaker for publicly announcing his is
running for Council and thanked her for mentioning this. Mr. Tousley discussed the
televised meeting Charter amendment and that in the past the Council President and another
member said you were in favor of it, but Council never followed through with it. Therefore,
once again, the “self seeking” people did it themselves and put it on TV. You have had a lot
of warnings to act. Mr. Tousley stated he would rather be at home but decided he is either
going to move or stand and fight for his children’s sake. Mr. Tousley stated he does not
want your money, he wants everyone to leave him alone. This is more than taking peoples
money without their permission so lets take it to a vote. Mr. Tousley stated that several
years ago there were 750 votes taken on the tax rollback that wanted to put this to all of the
people to vote on, but because of a technicality it never got there. Mr. Tousley stated to
Mayor Koontz then that well over 10% of the people wanted this to go to the ballot. Mr.
Tousley stated the Council tabled it, only to vote it through at the next meeting. Mr. Tousley
discussed the trash hauler being forced on the residents, with no opt out provision. What is
wrong with having a couple of plans, he felt it could be researched better and compare with
other communities.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES:
Minutes of June 17, 2013 Committee Work Session, approved as submitted.
Minutes of June 24, 2013 Regular Council Meeting, approved as submitted.
Minutes of July 1, 2013 Committee Work Session, approved as submitted.
Minutes of July 1, 2013 Special Council Meeting, approved as submitted.
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REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Mayor Zita spoke about the comment of his wife defending him, as being married, its nice
to know your wife always has your back. Its also been commented by various speakers that
they are speaking for the majority, well you may or may not be, we will wait and see. Mayor
Zita stated with the heave storms over the past few weeks, he thanks the Police, Fire, and
Service Dept., for their extra efforts. Mayor Zita indicated its too soon to tell it we will be
receiving and financial relief at this point. Mr. Ryland stated that if any resident has
experienced any foundation issues, cracked walls, etc., please contact us and let us know.
Although we have not been declared a disaster area yet, if that does occur, we will need to
compile all of those facts and figures for a report. Mr. Ryland indicated there was only one
injury in all of the chaos and that was a home that caught on fire. We were able to rescue
everyone that was under water, including Councilman Bill Mowery who dove in and thank
you Bill. Mr. Mower noted that Mrs. Tompkins moved to permit her to speak even though
she failed to sign up, seconded by Ms. Whipkey.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Pelot, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mrs. Tompkins, 2848 Cleveland-Massillon Road, Norton, Ohio, offered a correction to a
statement made several times that it was Attorney Steve Fannin who wrote the language for
Issue #1, when in fact he did not. Mrs. Tompkins cautioned everyone when you bring up
people names.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
None

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION:
RES #51-2013
Mr. Bergstrom offered Res. #51-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2013 SUMMIT KIDS
MONTH IN THE CITY OF NORTON AND ENCOURAGING THE CITIZENS OF THE
CITY OF NORTON TO JOIN IN THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.

Mr. Bergstrom moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Mr.
Bergstrom stated this was initiated by the County and is in support of our kids, and he fully
supports this.

Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Bergstrom moved to adopt Res. #51-2013, seconded by Mr. Pelot.
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Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

ORD #52-2013
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #52-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

THE ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT
EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF NORTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Pelot moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Ord. #52-2013, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Bergstrom, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

RES #53-2013
Mr. Mowery offered Res. #53-2013 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE SUMMIT COUNTY
9-1-1 PLAN TO INCLUDE THE SOUTHWEST SUMMIT COUNCIL OF
GOVERNMENTS AS A PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINT, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Mr. Mowery moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Mr. Mowery moved to adopt Res. #53-2013, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Mowery, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.
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INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION:

ORD #40-2013
Ms. Whipkey offered Ord. #40-2013 for its second reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN CITY PROPERTIES AS NO LONGER
NEEDED FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES AND AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER TO ADVERTISE THE PROPOSED SALE OF SAID PROPERTY AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ms. Whipkey moved to waive the third reading so administrsation could get started. This
equipment is taking up a lot space, and it’s not needed, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

Ms. Whipkey moved to adopt Ord. #40-2013, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Whipkey, Pelot, McGlone, Mowery, Bergstrom, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Mr. Pelot asked about the status of the old fire station property, has this been advertised for
sale or anything we can do to help promote the sale. Mr. Ryland stated we do get inquiries
from time to time. The only other thing we could do is place a for sale sign at the property, it
is over two (2) acres, and does have city utilities. Mr. Pelot suggested the Service Dept.
create a large sign and place it on the property. Mr. Nicolard stated one gentleman had
contacted him on the property and was supposed to submit a written offer, but it had never
been submitted. Mr. Mowery asked about the residents that have inquired about assistance
for flood damage, and asked what needs to be done. Mr. Ryland stated we need all
information from the property owners so that we can compile and track the damage, even if
this is listed in a flood plain. Mr. Nicolard stated several residents have inquired about
assistance. Mr. Ryland stated when these types of events take place; the city receives forms
from the Summit County Executive that we need to submit back to their office. The Summit
County Executive will make determination as to whether or not it meets requirements for a
disaster area. Ms. Whipkey asked if was true that the gates on the dam on Summit Road
were opened at the time and Mr. Ryland stated they have been closed for over forty (40)
years, and this was not true. Ms. Whipkey asked what is the zoning for the old location of
Our Fathers House where it burned down, and Mr. Ryland replied it is residential, as are all
church locations.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Zita gave several announcements, (see attached).
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NEW BUSINESS:
At 8:08 PM, Mr. Nicolard moved to temporarily adjourn the Regular Council Meeting to
convene into Executive Session to discuss pending or imminent litigation under ORD
121.22(G) (3) and Section 3.12 of the City Charter, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom.  Mr.
Nicolard invited Mayor Zita, Mr. Kostoff, Mr. Ryland and Mrs. Starosta to attend. Mr.
Nicolard noted there would be no legislative action resulting from this meeting and Council
would return to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting.  Mr. Dave Spice, reporter from the
Akron Beacon Journal asked to he or other members of the press could attend and was
denied.

Roll Call: Yeas: Nicolard, Pelot, McGlone, Whipkey, Mowery, Bergstrom
Nays: None

Motion passed 6-0.

At 8:33 PM, Council adjourned from Executive Session and reconvened the Regular
Council meeting.

ADJOURN:
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:33 PM.

__________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council

I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on August 26, 2013.

_______________________________

Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM*

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE
CLERK OF COUNCIL**

All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


