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                          UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
   MARCH 15, 2012

 Committee Members Present: Ken Braman
Todd Bergstrom
Dennis McGlone

Also Present: Charlotte Whipkey
Don Nicolard
Mr. Ryland (arrived at 9:55 AM)
Pete Kostoff
Karla Richards

The Utilities Committee Meeting convened on Thursday, March 15, 2012 at 9:30 AM, in
the Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to
order by Ken Braman, Chairman of the Service Committee. Following a salute to the flag
and the Pledge of Allegiance, there was a moment of silent reflection.

General Topics of Discussion:
Nash Heights Sanitary Sewers
Mr. Bergstrom stated that last year the City hired Floyd Brown Group, now named EDG
Group to engineer the sanitary sewers along Greenwich Road west to the interchange in
Wadsworth. They are also looking at the bigger picture of Nash Heights and so far they
have not indicated when the construction would start. Mr. Bergstrom stated he believed it
was important to understand all of the cost options available for the residents. The line is
not there yet and we will have to work with the Ohio EPA if septic systems fail now. Mr.
Bergstrom also discussed the life cycle costs and the need to show cost comparisons
between septic systems and sanitary sewers. Mr. Bergstrom stated we need all of this
information before we can make any decisions. Mr. Bergstrom stated he had spoken with
Bob Hasenyager-Director of Environmental Health at Summit County Public Health
about the permit process. He was told the permits last five (5) years and then you need to
reapply. The Summit County Public Health has the option not to renew the permit. Mr.
Bergstrom stated in the future he would like to bring in experts, people from Ohio EPA
and Summit County to discuss in detail and gather more information. Mr. Bergstrom
stated that we need to show the residents that it is justifiable and that it makes sense. Mr.
Bergstrom stated that the Ohio EPA wants to see that the City is making progress and
they will be testing effluent periodically.  Summit County is doing quick checks and
outfall testing in the mean time. Mr. McGlone stated the most important issue for him is
that it has to be affordable for the residents.
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Nash Heights Sanitary Sewers Continued
Mr. Bergstrom agreed adding that what looks bad right now is how we are financing the
sanitary sewers. Mr. Bergstrom stated we might need to look at mitigating the connection
costs or something. Mr. Bergstrom stated he would stall the voting unless everyone
understands all the facts. Mr. Braman stated he spoke with Mr. Jim Easterling, a local
contractor and was told the average cost for the new style of septic system is $7,500.00
with extra costs for blowers, phone lines, etc. Mr. Bergstrom stated it might improve the
value of a home with a sanitary sewer. Mr. Nicolard stated that the object for running a
sanitary sewer line is #1 to attract new businesses and #2 to comply with the Ohio EPA.
Mr. Bergstrom stated if you look at storm water quality facts and out falls, there are set
fines if we do not meet that lower level required. Mr. Nicolard discussed Phase I and II
and Mr. Bergstrom noted that we need to push hard to get the pump station to St. Rt. 261.
Mr. Nicolard stated that if done this way then it would be made available to pass along to
the residents. Mr. Bergstrom stated we will need to come up with a monthly cost for
sanitary sewers, and we could have the engineers help with the cost structure. Mr.
Whipkey asked if the residents would have to tie in once it’s made available?  Ms.
Whipkey recalled something in the code, Chapter 1442 or so and did not believe there
was a time line to tie in to a new sewer line. Mr. Bergstrom stated that from what he
understands Summit County Health District is the one that tells you that you have to tie
into the new line. Mr. Braman added that it is State law and the local health districts are
the ones that enforce it. Mr. Nicolard stated he understood that if you system fails within
400 ft of a sanitary sewer line, you will connect. Ms. Whipkey recalled that back in 2002
a resident who just put in a new septic system was told she would have to connect to the
sewer. Ms. Whipkey stated we need to look at that code section and make sure it’s
accurate. Mr. Braman stated that it seems to be the feeling of Council now that we go full
bore with the main trunk line to St. Rt. 261 and we will deal day to day with the other
phases. Mr. Nicolard stated the Economic Development Director would then be able to
develop land that is vacant. If we don’t get economic development, it won’t matter if we
have sewers or not.

Wooster Road West Sanitary Sewers
Mr. Braman stated this is for the existing residents and suggested waiving the tap in fees
like we did for other residents in the past. Mr. Braman noted that new construction of
residential homes in this area would have to pay the full amount. Mr. Braman noted that
these lines are deeper than normal, some are 18-20 ft deep. Mr. Bergstrom cautioned
about the waiving of fees because it all comes down the line in when determining the
monthly costs. Mr. Braman stated that we need to have something in place to give the
residents a real push to get connected while the construction costs are low. Mr. Kostoff
discussed Ord. #15-2000 where it clearly states that a private resident must connect
within three months upon receiving notice from the local health department; businesses
have 24 months to connect from receipt of their notice. Ms. Whipkey stated there were
some changes to that legislation around July of 2004 that reduced the time. Mr. Kostoff
stated he would look into that and verify. Mr. Kostoff stated the real issue is if you have a
condemned system now, then there may be an assessment to connect to the sanitary
sewer. Mr. Ryland noted there was a lot of legislation passed in 2004, but most of that
was directly related to Brentwood Estates.
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Wooster Road West Sanitary Sewers Continued:
Mr. Kostoff noted with his experience in the past with public improvements is that
connection really is not an issue unless the Health Department has issued a condemned
order. Mr. Kostoff briefly discussed the aspects of assessments, deferral to, age deferrals,
etc., and noted that it is Council that has the authority on setting the assessments. Mr.
Bergstrom indicated he would like to keep this ongoing on the agenda, to discuss the
operation costs, the overall program, and the potential ownership of our own system. We
need to know the cost as the big picture, not just for Nash Heights.

Waterline Replacement-Norton Avenue
Mr. Ryland stated this area is at 17th Street and Long Drive and it’s a temporary line that
is approximately 1.5 inches to 2.0 inches and around 50 years old. Mr. Ryland explained
the options are to #1 put a lateral line under Norton Avenue or #2 put in a standard line
with additional fire hydrants. Mr. Braman asked if there is any financing available
through Ohio Public Works and Mr. Ryland replied no. Ms. Whipkey asked if this area
would be addressing the situation she and others have been receiving emails about, and
Mr. Ryland replied yes. There was brief discussion on the costs involved and Mr. Ryland
stated it’s difficult to know, as he has not received authorization from Council for an
RFP. Mr. Braman recommended putting this topic on the next Committee of the Whole
agenda to discuss further.

Watershed District
Mr. Braman stated that although we are in the district with other communities now, its
really a trickle down effect and the City of Norton didn’t get a lot of benefit. Mr.
Bergstrom stated that he believed Mr. White-Municipal Engineer has a lot of knowledge
on the Watershed Districts and it would be good to have his participation for more input.
It would be better to keep the money in our own community instead of sharing with other
areas like Akron and Cuyahoga Falls. Mr. Bergstrom brought up the Nash Heights issue
again and the time lines, and Mr. Ryland indicated he is about to come to Council asking
for an Equalization Board to be set up. Phase I will be extending a force main line to St.
Rt. 261. Phases II and III would be laying the additional pipes inside of the Nash Heights
area, and he is about 90% complete with is recommendations. Mr. Mowery asked when
would Council see these plans and Mr. Ryland replied within the next few months. Mr.
Ryland stated that Phase I is not an assessed project and can come about rather quickly,
the holdup is acquiring land for the pump stations that are required. Mr. Bergstrom
clarified that by the end of May, we should have a full recommendation on if it’s a good
idea to move forward with Phase II and Phase III & IV.

Unfinished Business:
None

New Business:
None
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Topics for the next Work Session:
Wooster Road West Sanitary Sewers
Nash Heights Sanitary Sewers-When to begin Phase II
Watershed Districts

Additional Comments
Mr. Braman asked if Council wanted to take a vote to allow for public comment now?
Mr. Bergstrom stated he would like to hear if they have any questions and tried to explain
why we are holding morning meetings. Mr. Bergstrom stated this is not a town meeting.
The purpose is to gather the facts in these committees to really understand what the issues
are and bring to Committee of the Whole. There were outbursts and several interruptions
in the audience and Mr. Braman gaveled the meeting adjourned.

Adjourn
There being no other business to come before the Committee Work Session, the meeting
was adjourned at 10:30 AM.

___________________________
Ken Braman, Chairman

**NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM**

All Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


