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NORTON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2012

Roll Call: Charlotte Whipkey Also Present: 
Dennis McGlone Mayor Mike Zita
Scott Pelot Rick Ryland
Bill Mowery  John Moss
Todd Bergstrom-Excused Pete Kostoff
Ken Braman Karla Richards
Don Nicolard Ann Campbell

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, January 9, 2012 at 7:03 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order
by Don Nicolard, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment
of silent reflection.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:
Mr. McGlone moved to send Ord #93-2011 back to the Planning Committee to see what is
stated at the Public Hearing tonight, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Mr. Mowery asked Mr.
McGlone to explain the rezoning. Mr. McGlone stated if approved this rezoning would
permit charter schools and day care centers into industrial zoning, which we do not permit at
this time. Mr. Pelot agreed with sending this back to committee and moving forward with
the Public Hearing tonight. Mr. Nicolard stated he would like to see both the Planning
Committee and the Economic Development Committee meet together to discuss this issue.
Ms. Whipkey agreed with sending this back since our current code does not allow for it, we
need additional time to discuss this and make sure.

Roll Call: Yeas: McGlone, Pelot, Whipkey, Pelot, Mowery, Braman, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Mr. Nicolard advised everyone that due to the Public Hearing at 7:15 PM we may have to
interrupt the Communications from the Public and then go back to this after the Public
Hearing is over.

Steve Piescick, 3249 Creekside Drive, Norton, Ohio, spoke as a member of the Brentwood
Residents Action Group and expressed the need to improve their streets. Mr. Piescick was
thankful for the increase to the road program, however he is committed and passionate about
change. Mr. Piescick invited everyone to work with them and together we could all come up
with a real plan to properly address the issue. This is not a one-night deal and we will
continue to grow in numbers and we are looking to be on the agenda in the future.
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONTINUED:
Mr. Robert Heimbach, 3197 Driftwood Road, Norton, Ohio, also from Brentwood Estates
voiced his concerns with the types of materials used and the method used on their roads. Mr.
Heimbach stated the entire road was not done properly and the dust now is so bad he is
concerned this is now an environmental issue with all of the dust causing breathing issues.
Mr. Heimbach encouraged Council to drive down here during the daytime and see it for
yourselves. Mr. Heimbach stated it would have been better if you had left it as it was. Mr.
Heimbach stated that Council is not living up to the types of requirements for paving on
these roads. Mr. Heimbach stated that when allocating money for roads Brentwood should
be the first consideration.

At 7:13 PM Mr. Nicolard temporarily adjourned the Regular Council Meeting to convene
the Public Hearing at 7:15 PM.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
At 7:15 PM Mr. Nicolard convened the Public Hearing for Ord #93-2011.  AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 1250.04, 1298.02, AND 1298.08 OF THE
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NORTON, OHIO.

Mr. Nicolard asked the Clerk to certify the legal notice. The Clerk of Council certified the
legal notice for this public hearing was published in the Barberton Herald on December 19,
2011 and notices were mailed to the contiguous property owners on December 23, 2011.
Mr. Nicolard asked the Clerk of Council to read a statement on the facts relating to this
rezoning, (see attached). Mr. Nicolard called for anyone in favor of this rezoning to come
forward, noting that the applicant has the right to speak first. Ms. Genet Riggenbach, the
applicant spoke stating this request is to lease from OIG and then to sublease for daycare
and charter school. Ms. Riggenbach stated that upon approval they would still have to
comply with the Ohio Department of Education and Health and Family Services. Ms.
Riggenbach stated that they feel this location is best for easy access, space available, and is
perfectly set up for non-industrial type of use. Mr. Nicolard called again for anyone else in
favor and Mr. Andrew Lehner, 3853 Easton Road, Norton, Ohio, stated that he did some
research and read some reports and felt this was a bad idea, its an industrial area.  Mr.
Lehner stated that last year we amended our zoning to address these areas. Ms. Alice
Wagner, 4168 Hawaii Avenue, Norton, Ohio, asked what is the difference of rezoning? You
make exceptions all the time for garages next to residential property, and cited rezoning
examples in Loyal Oak and next to Sweet Henry’s. Ms. Wagner asked why do we even have
zoning at all? Mr. Pelot clarified that the issue next to Sweet Henry’s was not rezoned, we
tuned that one down. Mr. Nicolard called for the third and final time for anyone else in favor
of the rezoning, no one else came forward. Mr. Nicolard called for anyone against the said
rezoning to come forward. Mr. Richard Easterling, 2996 Givens Drive, Norton, Ohio, spoke
against the rezoning and provided written copies of his concerns, (see attached).  Mr. Danny
Grether, 2831 Brookfield Drive, Norton, Ohio, Chairman of the Building & Zoning Appeals
Board spoke against the rezoning. Mr. Grether stated putting children in an industrial district
is ridiculous, OSHA would never allow that, even for just a day care facility. You have a
rubber company right next door and rubber takes chemicals and they are on site. This just
doesn’t make any sense.
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Mr. Grether discussed the past history on the attempted rezoning for the service garage next
to Sweet Henry’s and the fact that we had the wisdom to turn that down.  Mr. Dave Dunn,
Superintendent of the Norton City School District, spoke against the rezoning and asked
Council to reject this request. Mr. Dunn stated he just does not see the need for it, and
reminded everyone the Norton City Schools have an excellent rating by the State of Ohio.
Mr. Nicolard called twice more for anyone else against this rezoning to come forward, no
one else came forward and Mr. Nicolard closed the Public Hearing at 7:32 to reconvene the
Regular Council Meeting back to session.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC CONTINUED:
Ms. Jill Bussey, 3302 Cherrywood Drive, Norton, Ohio, a Brentwood Estate voiced her
concerns for their roads. Ms. Bussey stated that we are not asking for anything out of the
ordinary and they are organizing and have resolve and we are not going away.

Mr. Rick Maier, 1879 Caroline Street, Norton, Ohio, discussed the recent change in the
speed limit in town and was glad the city reduced it. Mr. Maier stated that two (2) weeks
before Christmas he and another motorist nearly hit a little girl on Norton Avenue who
darted out into traffic from the Sunset Village trailer park and thanked the City of Norton for
lowering it in that area. Mr. Maier stated if you hadn’t lowered it that would have been a
dead little girl.

Patrick Bussey, 3302 Cherrywood Drive, Norton, Ohio, a Brentwood Estates resident
voiced his concerns again about their roads. Mr. Bussey stated he moved here fourteen years
ago and over time some potholes were fixed. We were told roads would be repaired soon,
but then later told our streets are not on the rotation list or there was no money, well that dog
just won’t hunt anymore.

Tom Valatka, 3317 Cherrywood Drive, Norton, Ohio, a Brentwood Estates resident voiced
his concerns for their roads. Mr. Valatka stated he has lived in Brentwood for thirty five (35)
years and his road was paved one (1) time, and invited everyone to go out there and get out
of your cars and walk around the streets. Mr. Valatka stated its so bad that we have actually
had some real estate agents declare Brentwood Estates as a depressed area in Norton. Mr.
Valatka stated that’s depressing when the City of Norton allows the property values to
decline like that.

Ms. Jill Miller, 1096 Norton Avenue, Norton, Ohio, announced a change in the date for the
Fireman’s Chili Cook Off from January 15, 2012 to January 29, 2012. Ms. Miller stated she
has been out of town for several months and coming back home did not feel the roads are so
bad in Norton compared to some she has traveled. Ms. Miller discussed a long and ongoing
issue she has with a broken water main line, which she stated is not on private property as
she has been told. She has talked to Barberton and she has talked to this Administration and
is still waiting to get some answers. Barberton told her this was a temporary line dating back
to 1949 and this line breaks all the time. She has paid all of the required maintenance fees
and is fed up with not getting answers. Ms. Miller gave the City of Norton forty-eight (48)
hours to address this or she would make an ass out of everyone. Ms. Miller stated she has
plenty of pre-paid airtime on Channel 19 news and will use this if she has to. Ms. Miller
stated that she cannot even drive onto her own driveway because this line will break, its
time to repair it now.
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CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES:-None

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Mayor Zita stated the in the next several months there will be some upgrades to the
Community Center in the kitchen area. Mayor Zita stated anyone with upcoming rentals
should contact Becky at the front desk to confirm there is no conflict. Mr. Moss stated a new
CCA taxpayer assistance schedule has been posted to the city’s website.

Mr. Dan Karant, Norton Representative to the Summit County Health District, stated there
has been a name change, its now called Summit County Public Health. Mr. Karant provided
a brief report, (see attached). Mr. Karant spoke about the Norton Business Development
Task Forces upcoming event for A Taste of Norton on January 16, 2012 (see attached).  Mr.
Karant announced the annual Kiwanis Community Prayer Breakfast on May 3, 2012 at 7:00
AM, (see attached). Mr. Pelot asked about the disposal of guns and unused medications
program and how they are actually disposed of. Mr. Karant stated that the weapons are all
cataloged and then taken to Barberton and melted down. The medications get deposited into
clean unused paint cans and combined with other communities programs. They all go to the
Summit County Sheriff’s Office and they transport them to Lorain County and are
incinerated there. Our mail goal is to get these unused medications off of the streets and not
into the watersheds.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION:

RES #1-2012
Mr. Mowery offered Res. #1-2012 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE SERVICE OF CYNTHIA L. MAZEY
AS A MEMBER OF THE HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD OF THE CITY OF NORTON.

Mr. Mowery stated that because Ms. Mazey could not be here tonight to receive her
resolution, this would be a first reading only.

ORD #2-2012
Mr. Mowery offered Ord. #2-2012 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

First reading only.

INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION:
None-Ord #93-2011 was sent back to Committee.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Mr. Nicolard asked Mr. McGlone and Mr. Pelot to come up with a meeting date to discussed
Ord. #93-2011 in the near future.

NEW BUSINESS:
Mr. Nicolard announced that January 30, 2012 at 7:00 pm is a tentative date for the annual
Council and Administration Workshop. Some of the items to be discussed will be roads, and
master metering. Mr. Nicolard stated he would like to try and keep this to a two-hour
meeting if possible. If any of you have more topics for discussion please let him or Mrs.
Richards know.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Zita stated that CCA taxpayer assistance schedule will be starting in March and dates
will be posted on the city website.  Mr. Nicolard asked Ms. Gayle Brenner to comment
about the future Veterans event she is planning. Ms. Brenner stated she and her boyfriend
are doing a community event on June 16, 2012 which is to be an all day event and hopes this
will be a great turnout to honor all veterans.  Mr. Nicolard stated that there would be a
whole lot of motorcycles here in the city on that day.

ADJOURN:
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:03 PM.

__________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council

I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on January 23, 2012.

________________________________
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council

**NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM**
All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,

unless otherwise noted.


