
                                    COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
JANUARY 3, 2012

 Committee Members Present: Charlotte Whipkey
Dennis McGlone
Scott Pelot
Bill Mowery
Todd Bergstrom
Ken Braman
Don Nicolard

Also Present: Mayor Mike Zita
Rick Ryland
John Moss
Karla Richards
Ann Campbell

The Committee Work Session convened on Monday, January 3, 2012 at 7:21 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to
order by Don Nicolard, President of Council. Following a salute to the flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance, there was a moment of silent reflection.

General Topics of Discussion:
Appoint Standing Committees
Mr. Nicolard submitted his slate of Committee Chairs, Vice-Chairs and Members (see
attached)

Approve 2012 Meeting Schedule
Mr. Mowery stated that basically it’s the same as last year and he has no issues with this.
Mr. Bergstrom thought this year when a Committee of the Whole Work Session fell on a
Tuesday after a holiday we would skip it, thereby having one Committee Work Session
that month but maybe have individual Committee meetings more often if necessary. Mr.
Nicolard stated he would rather hold off on approving this schedule until we approve the
Council Rules since they work hand in hand. Mr. Mowery stated he had no issues holding
this over to the next Committee Work Session.

Review/Amend/Approve Council Rules
Mr. Mowery stated he felt that Ms. Whipkey and Mr. McGlone should have more
opportunity to review this before approval and suggested moving this also to the next
Committee Work Session. Mr. Nicolard stated that everyone please review the Rules and
submit your comments to him or the Clerk in writing before the next meeting.
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Appoint Members to Firefighters Dependents Fund
Mr. Mowery asked Mr. Ryland for an update or explanation on this appointment. Mr.
Ryland stated that this is boilerplate legislation and done each year. Mr. Mowery asked
for volunteers, there were none. Mr. Mowery nominated Mr. McGlone for 2012 and Mr.
Nicolard volunteered to serve as well.

Appoint Council Representative to Health Advisory Board
Mr. Mowery asked Ms. Whipkey if she would serve and she accepted. Mr. Mowery noted
these meetings are held once a month on average.

ODOT Consent Legislation
Mr. Bergstrom stated his preliminary review of the legislation was to give permission for
ODOT to mow along the highways in the city. Mr. Ryland stated that was correct and this
is the first time he has seen such legislation and called attention to Section III, second
paragraph. Mr. Ryland stated he was not clear on that and would like to look into this
further. Mr. Bergstrom moved to place this on Councils next agenda for a first reading,
providing we have Mr. Ryland’s issue addressed, seconded by Mr. Pelot.

Roll Call: Yeas: Bergstrom, Pelot, Whipkey, McGlone, Mowery, Braman, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Unfinished Business:
None

New Business:
Ms. Whipkey stated she had seen on the internet and Channel 19 News a report on our
volunteer fire fighters working on the 3rd shift while we had no personnel coverage until
the levy in March. Ms. Whipkey had issues with the content of this information. Ms.
Whipkey stated these workers deserve all of our respect and thanks for all that they are
doing to help us out. Ms. Whipkey stated that she raised these same issues several weeks
ago about how the revenue generated from the 2007 levy was to be allocated. She
believed that thirty (30) percent of the revenue was for building the new station and the
remaining seventy (70) percent was to be used for what ever else was needed. This is not
what was stated on the news they reported all one hundred (100) percent was to build the
new station. Ms. Whipkey again expressed her concerns and frustrations with this
misinformation to the public and asked what is Council and the Administration going to
do with this? We need to make contact with the media and get this straightened out. Mr.
Nicolard stated we can’t control what the press and media print or report on, recalling the
last big error about the fire station levy from the West Side Leader. Mr. Pelot stated he
would think maybe the Mayor or Mr. Ryland could send an email or make a phone call.
Mr. Ryland stated that he only saw the end report and what he did see was stated
correctly about the cost of $140.000 a year for a $100,000.00 valued homeowner, but he
would look into it. Mr. Ryland also commented on Ms. Whipkey’s statement on the
volunteer fire fighters on the third shift. These firefighters are only paid if they actually
go out for what is termed an “all call” basis. Mr. Ryland thanked those for stepping up to
serve until the election takes place.



Committee Work Session
January 3, 2012

3 Page 3 of 4

Mr. Nicolard agreed, adding that we have an extensively supportive fire department here.
Mr. Pelot noted that although Mr. Mowery is the Personnel Chair, he would like a letter
of appreciation or support for Ms. Cindy Mazey for serving as the Council representative
for the Norton Health Advisory Board this past year, as she did this on a volunteer basis.
Mr. Pelot moved to place a resolution of appreciation on Councils next agenda, seconded
by Mr. Mowery.

Roll Call: Yeas: Pelot, Mowery, Whipkey, McGlone, Bergstrom, Braman, Nicolard
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Public Comment-Agenda and Non Agenda Items:
Mr. Don Harbert, 3239 Brooklawn Drive, Norton, Ohio 44203, spoke regarding street
paving a provided a handout to everyone (see attached). Mr. Nicolard noted in Mr.
Harbert’s handout he has used the City of Norton logo and it appears this was put out or
endorsed by the City, which it was not. Mr. Harbert stated he lifted that from the city web
site. Mr. Harbert’s general concern with the roads is does the city really have a plan on
how we are spending the taxpayers money or are we just dumping money poorly? Mr.
Bergstrom stated that all of Mr. Harbert’s comments are right on the money, and that it is
good to see your group of residents take action. As the Chairman of the Service
Committee, he felt that $400,000.00 for a road program is nothing, however as part of a
five (5) year plan and we may have to look at assessments or levies or something. Mr.
Bergstrom stated this is a great start and we may need a representative from your group to
participate in the future discussions.

Mrs. Elaine Tompkins, 3848 Cleveland Massillon Road, Norton, Ohio, discussed the
budget and that you have $1,069,000.00 planned for roadwork this year and $569, 000.00
for the Road Program $500,000.00 for Street Improvements. Mrs. Tompkins asked
someone to please tell her what the difference is here.

Ms. Judy Valatka, 3317 Cherrywood Drive, Norton, Ohio 44203, spoke as a member of
the group of residents from Brentwood Estates on the roads. Ms. Valatka stated she has
lived here over thirty six (36) years and her street has been paved one time, she has no
new curbs, and the paving when it was done was not done properly. She now has
problems with water going underneath her driveway instead of over it like it used to and
causing flooding. Ms. Valatka stated that when company comes to visit they complain
about the roads in Norton and ask why nothing gets done about them. Ms. Valatka stated
she appreciated the recent increase to the funds for this year and wands to see all of that
money actually spent on the roads, and not wasted on trying to bring televised meetings
back.

Mrs. Alice Wagner, 4168 Hawaii Avenue, Norton, Ohio, spoke about the poor roads in
her neighborhood. Mrs. Wagner stated we are waiting for the snow in our neighborhood
because the roads are so bad you just can’t drive on them now. Mrs. Wagner stated she
thinks her roads are the worst roads in the city.
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Mrs. Elaine Tompkins, 3843 Cleveland Massillon Road, Norton, Ohio, spoke about the
recent Barberton Herald from December 29, 2011 (see her statements attached). Mrs.
Tompkins asked if the City has a plan B if the fire levy does not pass?

Mr. Andrew Lehner, 3853 Easton Road, Norton, Ohio, also spoke on the poor road
conditions and has been complaining about them a lot last year. All of you need to put
your heads together here and fix these roads. Start this New Year fresh and don’t lie to us
because we will see right through it.

Topics for the next Work Session:
2012 Meeting Schedule
Council Rules
Ms. Whipkey stated she would like to see some legislation to remove the four (4) older
EMS/Fire levies if the voters approve the levy in March. Mr. Ryland stated the Law
Department is already working on this.

Adjourn
There being no other business to come before the Committee Work Session, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

___________________________
Don Nicolard, President of Council

**NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM**

All Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


