
 

                                    COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
OCTOBER 3, 2011

 Committee Members Present: Todd Bergstrom
Don Nicolard
Brenda Hlas
Bill Mowery
Ken Braman
Mike Zita
Scott Pelot

Also Present: Mayor David Koontz
Rick Ryland
John Moss
Pete Kostoff
Karla Richards
Ann Campbell

The Committee Work Session convened on Monday, October 3, 2011 at 7:01 PM, in the
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to
order by Scott Pelot, President of Council. Following a salute to the flag and the Pledge
of Allegiance, there was a moment of silent reflection.

General Topics of Discussion:
Mr. Pelot stated we have a request to add an item to the agenda to accept the County rates
and amounts as item F. Mr. Pelot noted a minor correction on the agenda for Item A & B-
Safety should be Mr. Nicolard instead of Mowery.

Health Advisory Board Resolution #2011-02 MAD Primary Focuses
Mr. Nicolard stated he has spoken with our Law Director and he would like the
opportunity to get with Barberton on this. Mr. Kostoff stated that because of the new
legislation passed by the State Legislature there could be direction the cities could take.
Obviously if the City of Barberton does move forward to withdraw, it would have
significant impact on the MAD because of their size. Mr. Kostoff stated that if both cities
were intending to do this, we could pool our legal resources and band together, saving
time and money on legal fees. There was brief discussion as to what was the original
intention of the MAD as far as their procedures and controlling mosquitoes. Mr. Nicolard
decided to leave this issue on the Matters Referred until Mr. Kostoff has time to review
this further. Mrs. Hlas stated she also wants to check with Summit County Health
Department if we were to no longer get spraying from MAD what would their spraying
dates be.
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Mr. Pelot stated he understood that the County only sprays if mosquitoes are found in a
trap, and those traps have to have a certain level or count. Mr. Ryland stated that was
correct, they target the larvae rather than spraying for adult mosquitoes.

Request for New Liquor Licenses-Houston Pub
Mr. Nicolard stated he received notice from Chief Hete that he has no issues with
approving these permits, and sees no reason to request a public hearing. Mr. Bergstrom
questioned the terminology in a D2 permit and has concerns that this could be used more
for a carry out store or something. There was brief discussion on the classifications of
D1, D2 and D3 license requirements. There was discussion on corked unfinished bottles
of wine being able to take home and that this would be permitted. Mrs. Hlas suggested
that Mr. Bergstrom contact the owner with his concerns. There were no other objections
to the requests and no public hearing was requested.

Sewer Connection Fees
Mr. Bergstrom stated that there really have not been any new developments with Summit
County DOES or any other creative ways to help the residents. Mr. Bergstrom stated that
we still cannot do much until we have a sewer rate analysis and the last one was done in
2007. Mr. Ryland stated that if we end up purchasing a sewer system from Summit
County, that would determine our rates, and right now we are putting the cart before the
horse. Mr. Ryland stated that last week the Board of Control approved a contract on the
master metering. Mr. Kostoff stated that we are waiting on the County’s component on
their existing debt system and we will come back with further information, as we will
have our own rationale on their matter. Mr. Kostoff stated that he hopes to have this
information to Council possibly by Monday, and if so this will need to be presented to
Council in an executive session for discussions.

Direct Indictment Contract for 2012
Mrs. Hlas stated this is something we do every year that this renewal contract is for
$10,000.00 and runs from October 2011 to October 2012. Mr. Moss stated that we also
paid $10,000.00 in 2010 and 2009. Mrs. Hlas moved to place this on Councils next
agenda with emergency language, waiving the second and third readings, seconded by
Mr. Nicolard.

Roll Call: Yeas: Hlas, Nicolard, Bergstrom, Mowery, Braman, Zita, Pelot
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Assistance to Fire Fighters Grant Agreement
Mr. Nicolard turned this discussion over to Mr. Ryland for the details. Mr. Ryland stated
that we formally apply for this grant on our own, however we find that we will have
better success if we file jointly with our neighboring communities. Mr. Ryland stated that
our share would be 13% or $1,056.00 and this is an 80/20 grant.
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Assistance to Fire Fighters Grant Agreement Continued:
Mr. Ryland stated that this is only for educational purposes and the cost is based on the
size of each department. Mr. Nicolard moved to place this on Councils next agenda with
emergency language and waiving the second and third readings, seconded by Mrs. Hlas.
Mr. Kostoff indicated there could be potential changes to the agreement as each
community’s Law Director will be reviewing it for accuracy, and would advised Council
about this on Monday evening.

Roll Call: Yeas: Nicolard, Hlas, Bergstrom, Mowery, Braman, Zita, Pelot
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

New County Rates & Amounts-Redo
Mrs. Hlas stated that we just received information from the County that our legislation
was adopted too soon for this and we have to redo this. Mrs. Hlas moved to place this on
Councils next agenda, with emergency language and waiving the second and third
readings, seconded by Mr. Nicolard.

Roll Call: Yeas: Hlas, Nicolard, Bergstrom, Mowery, Braman, Zita, Pelot
Nays: None

Motion passed 7-0.

Unfinished Business:
Mrs. Hlas asked about the road program and Mr. Ryland replied yes the resurfacing is
done and lines still need to be painted. Mrs. Hlas asked about the safe walks program and
Mr. Ryland replied that we have the final study pending and are moving forward with it.
There is no time limit for completing this. Mr. Ryland noted that the Cleveland-Massillon
widening has now been kicked back for scheduling in the fiscal year of 2015 which
means it could start in July of 2014. The EPA came forward and requested additional 14
environmental studies to be completed. The original contract only had 3 environmental
studies requested. Mr. Nicolard that several Oak Street residents are in the process to
connect to the new sewer line, however he did not have the total numbers. Mr. Zita
discussed the bid opening for the Barber Road parcel and that only one bid was received
for $115,000.00. Mr. Moss concurred adding that this does meet the legal requirements
and according to the ordinance the Administrative Officer is authorized to sell it at this
point. Mr. Ryland noted the city did purchase this property which was not generating any
revenue. A new owner will be contributing to our tax base and adding employees. Mr.
Kostoff stated that is a real benefit to the city because this parcel was an eyesore in the
community that has now been removed. Mr. Kostoff stated his office had many calls
from various residents about the bid process. Mr. Nicolard noted that the Joint Dispatch
issues is still on the Matters Referred list and asked Mr. Ryland if there was any new
development here, and Mr. Ryland replied no.
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New Business:
None

Public Comment-Agenda and Non Agenda Items:
Mr. Dan Grether, 2831 Brookfield Drive, Norton, Ohio, commented on the request for
liquor permits at Houston Hall and that Mr. Bergstrom was on the right track to ask
questions relating to unopened containers. Mr. Kostoff stated he has asked the Clerk to
contact the State with those questions and she would report back to Council with that.
Mr. Grether stated he as been on the city web site reviewing past legislation and offered a
suggestion to the Clerk. He suggested adding a column to chart the actual vote of how
each member on Council voted for the legislation. Mr. Grether discussed utility poles and
lights along Cleveland-Massillon Road and wondered how this would be addressed when
the widening comes into play.  Mr. Grether asked about the cost difference of doing
underground utilities around the center of town versus utility poles. Mr. Bergstrom stated
that this would come under the private utility companies and is not part of the
construction costs. Mr. Grether discussed the sale of the Barber Road parcel and that
anytime you sell a parcel above the appraised value that’s a good thing. Mr. Grether
stated that he doesn’t deny this community is a farming industry and that we have over
600 acres zoned as agricultural that is offered for sale in Norton. Mr. Grether wondered if
we had offered the right infrastructure to these properties if those that founded this
community would have prospered more?

Topics for the next Work Session:
Mr. Moss suggested discussion on CCA for the next meeting.

Adjourn
There being no other business to come before the Committee Work Session, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:58 PM.

___________________________
Scott Pelot, President of Council

**NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM**

All Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building,
unless otherwise noted.


