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                                    COMMITTEE WORK SESSION  
NOVEMBER 7, 2016 

 
 Committee Members Present:  Rick Rodgers  
     Dennis McGlone 
     Joe Kernan  
     Dennis Pierson 
     Paul Tousley 
     Scott Pelot 
     Charlotte Whipkey 
      
Also Present:    Mayor Mike Zita 
     Valerie Wax Carr 

Ron Messner 
Justin Markey 

 Dave White 
Karla Richards  
 

The Committee Work Session convened on Monday, November 7, 2016 at 7:00 PM, in the 
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council. Following a salute to the flag and the Pledge of 
Allegiance, there was a moment of silent prayer. 
 
General Topics of Discussion: 
Feral Cats 
Mr. McGlone turned this discussion over to Mr. Rodgers for the details. Mr. McGlone noted that 
we have a sample of legislation from Barberton and a letter from Mrs. Teresa Balogh, a Norton 
resident. Mr. Rodgers indicated that Mrs. Balogh had contacted him on this and he indicated that 
we may be patterning our legislation after Barberton’s. Mr. Rodgers stated that apparently there 
is some grant money for the neutering process and we may be looking toward Summit County 
for some assistance. Ms. Whipkey stated she had received some complaints from residents that 
are totally against this proposal. Ms. Whipkey noted there was someone in the Barberton Herald 
views line recently that was complaining about the law in Barberton and that it’s not being 
properly enforced and questioned how we are going to inforce this?  We could still pursue the 
idea of a spay and neuter program and possibly even with a local rescue group. Ms. Whipkey 
stated she has not heard of anyone in favor of this.  Mr. Tousley agreed with Ms. Whipkey and 
he is not in favor of telling any resident that they cannot leave food out.  
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Mr. Tousley commented on Section 1 in the Barberton sample legislation that states: “However, 
food may be left out during daylight hours, provided that the feeding area must be removed and 
cleaned each day”.  Mr. Tousley questioned how is that going to fix the problem?  Mr. Tousley 
stated that although it may be a nice attempt to fix the problem, however he felt this is just taking 
the liberties away from the residents. Mr. Rodgers suggested we table this and Mr. McGlone 
agreed. Mr. Markey stated that he had drafted some legislation last year and may have 
incorporated this issue and that Mrs. Richards would be able to pull this up at any point if 
Council wanted to revisit it in the future.  
 
Amend Council Rule 505 Archiving of Recorded Meetings  
Mr. Tousley discussed the change to Rule 505 and read the proposed changes as follows: “All 
audio recordings shall be archived until the hard copy of the minutes have been approved and 
signed by the President of Council and the Clerk of Council. All video recordings shall be 
archived and maintained by the Clerk of Council until Council directs the Clerk 
to dispose of such video recordings in accordance with the public records disposal policies of 
the City” Mr. Tousley asked what the current policies are? Mr. Markey stated that in order to 
destroy public records the City is required to follow the process by the Records Commission and 
the State of Ohio and you must submit a form with the State. Audio recordings are considered 
only temporary recordings and are not required to be maintained according to the policy. With 
the video recordings you are telling the Clerk of Council to keep them longer than the policy and 
you need to follow a procedure. He believes that Council would direct the Clerk by a motion or 
however. Mr. Tousley concurred we need to follow the Ohio Revised Code and Mr. Markey 
agreed and that it’s also the recommendation of the Ohio Historical Society. Ms. Whipkey asked 
what is the time frame and Mr. Markey explained that Council can set their own time limit; 
Council could direct the Clerk to keep them until they directed her to dispose of them. Mr. Pelot 
stated that Mrs. Richards could let Council know when she is getting close to the maximum 
capacity of storage limit. Mr. Tousley asked would that be a majority vote and Mr. Markey 
stated yes but it is up to Council on how they want to set that rule; it could be a majority or a 
super majority. Ms. Whipkey stated it was talked about keeping the video as long as  five (5) 
years before and suggested six (6) months, and Mr. Rodgers suggested a compromise at one (1) 
year and Mr. Pelot suggested we put that specific time frame in the verbiage now for one year 
and be done with it. Ms. Whipkey stated we could always revisit it later after we see if there was 
any real interest in the stored meetings and could change it if warranted. Mr. Markey stated 
nothing prevents you from keeping any record longer. Mr. Pierson asked if the videos have any 
legal standing in the court of law? Mr. Markey replied the video is not considered the official 
minutes. Mr. Pierson asked if the video would have a legal standing if it contradicted the legal 
minutes? Mr. Markey stated that he would think any good attorney would admit that video into 
the record if there were any type of conflict. Mr. Pierson suggested we keep them by virtue of 
that reason for at least twenty-four (24) months and it’s not difficult to store them.  Mr. Tousley 
moved to send the Section 505 of the Council Rules as amended with the twenty-four (24) month 
requirement to the next Council Agenda, seconded by Mr. McGlone.  
 
Roll Call:  Yeas: Tousley, McGlone, Rodgers 
  Nays: None 
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Motion passed 3-0.  
 
Newpark Drive Storm Sewer Project  
Mr. Pelot explained that this has been going on for some time with the flooding in the Barber 
Road and Newpark Drive area. We have readdressed the previous plans which are more cost 
effective. Mrs. Carr concurred and noted that Mr. White is also present for technical questions. 
We had applied for funding since 2010 and we have been successful to keep this on the books 
with the State. The loan has gone away completely however we have asked the State to allow us 
to re- apply for total $125,000.00 and is a 50% match. The $100,000.00 is for this check valve 
(see attached) and the $25,000.00 is for the design cost that we have already paid and we will 
seek full reimbursement for from the State. Mr. Pelot asked once the water in Wolf Creek raises 
so high and starts to back flow the check valve will close, so what happens to all of the water that 
is already backed up? Mr. White stated that it’s a progressive thing; it stops some of the water 
where everything would be flooded anyway and doesn’t make much difference because 
everything is flooded at that point. This is also called a tide valve and is used in tidal areas where 
you have the ebb and flow. Essentially it will stop the back up because you still have water at a 
lower level slowly flowing out while up above you have water backing up where the valve is 
closed. It’s basically where water is flowing in the other direction, and seems to be a strange 
thing that happens. This will have a major impact on the major flooding in this area. Some of the 
things we initially may have proposed may have actually made things worse. This method is very 
cost effective and it slows down the flooding process. Mr. Rodgers asked where this location of 
this check valve was and Mrs. Carr explained it is actually on the Comunale property. Mr. White 
stated this is at the discharging end with the forty-eight (48) inch pipe that flows thru the 
Comunale property. Mr. White stated this will discharge down to the old Summit County waste 
water treatment plant that Barberton recently took over near the bend in the creek. Mrs. Carr 
stated that plant has already been abandoned and hooked into the sewer which is why the costs 
have come down so much. Mr. Rodgers stated a few years back we had talked about doing 
something on the west side of Barber Road and asked if we still will be addressing this area? Mr. 
White stated that has been studied and will be more of a function of the Wolf Creek Watershed 
District, this is a massive project that needs to have a delicate balance and planning involved. 
Mrs. Carr stated the short answer is we will still be discussing this with the Conservancy and the 
Army Corp of Engineering. Mr. Rodgers asked if this is going to really help with the issues at 
Comunale and Mr. White stated yes and they are very excited and on board with this. Mrs. Carr 
stated that Comunale and Revlis have been very helpful and also Comunale has assisted with the 
collection of the data we needed. Ms. Whipkey asked about the check valve is on the inside of 
the pipe and Mr. White replied no; it’s going to be on the outside of the pipe. Mr. Tousley asked 
what triggers the valve into action and Mr. White replied it is water pressure and the level of the 
water. Mr. Pelot asked about the maintenance or upkeep and Mr. White stated it’s a relatively 
simple valve and just keeping it clear and making sure the bolts are tight. Mrs. Carr stated this 
will be our device and is under our storm water maintenance program. Ms. Whipkey talked about 
the study and asked if this will need to be redone on the west side after this is installed? Mrs. 
Carr stated she honestly does not know at this point and once we get into the Conservancy 
discussions this will be looked at.  
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Mr. Pelot asked once this has been in place how will we know this is working properly?  
Mr. White stated there are gauges at Fred Martin, upstream in Copley and several places, so we 
know these readings now and will be monitoring upstream and downstream in addition to the 
back flow around Comunale where we already know those conditions. We will see the valve 
function because there will be a change on the way the water backs up. Mr. Rodgers addressed 
the flooding at Wolf Creek and he has had calls about Simons Tree Service on St. Rt. 261 and 
they have a sign up advertising that they are taking asphalt grindings. Mr. Rodgers stated they 
are filling in this area with grindings that are one (1) foot above the adjoining properties level. 
Mr. White stated there are several businesses that we will be looking hard at for this by the Ohio 
Soil Water Conservation District and the Ohio EPA as both are already looking at investigations 
relating to this. Mr. Rodgers stated he doesn’t want to attack these businesses but one resident is 
very concerned with this; he has complained and gotten no help and now he is moving away. 
Mrs. Carr reiterated those state agencies Mr. White indicated have already started investigations 
on several of those properties. Mr. White indicated that there are some that are worse than that  
business and one of them will be dealt with very harshly which has triggered an investigation 
with others. Mr. White stated that you will see some things happening over the next few months. 
Mr. Pierson asked if this area is a designated wetland? Mr. White stated there are several 
designated wetlands and flood plains that are being impacted by this activity and will be dealt 
with very soon. Ms. Whipkey stated that the Army Corp. did some study in this area back in 
2012 or 2013 and did soil samples, and she was not sure how that process ended. Mr. Pelot asked 
Mrs. Carr what is needed from Council at this point and Mrs. Carr stated that this is more 
information at this point and that we are going out for bid currently. The legislation you will 
need to pass is for us to enter into a contract, and that perhaps Mr. Markey can prepare a 
preliminary piece of legislation together where we can fill in the blank as to the contactor once 
the bids come in. Mr. Rodgers clarified that you have already gone out for the bid and Mrs. Carr 
stated that we are currently advertising for the bids and they will be opened on November 29, 
2016 and suggested we prepare the legislation. Ms. Whipkey clarified that Mrs. Carr indicated 
we had applied for a grant of $125,000.00 and that we get 50% back and Mrs. Carr stated the 
50% back is just on the construction costs which is $100,000.00 and looking to get the full 
$25,000.00. Mr. Tousley stated he understands this is in a rush for the grant funding and Mrs. 
Carr stated that the sooner we can get on this the better because the State has been very patient 
with us so far and if we can have the legislation prepared so we can have the bid pricing and the 
people know it’s out there and hopefully we can pass this with emergency language. Mr. Tousley 
asked why did we wait so late in the year to approach this? Mrs. Carr stated that we were waiting 
for the studies to be done which we have been working on the entire year and we have just now 
reached that point. Mr. Pelot moved to send this to Councils next Committee Work Session 
agenda, seconded by Mr. Kernan. Mr. Rodgers asked if you needed legislation to go out for bid 
and Mrs. Carr replied no. You need legislation to approve the contract and you had already 
approved legislation for applying for the grant OPWC funding.  
 
Roll Call: Yes: Pelot, Kernan, Tousley 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 3-0.  
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Oppose S. B. #235-Regarding TIFF’s  
Mr. Kernan explained that this is Senate Bill #235 which the State is attempting to make the tax 
abatements on empty commercial property the same state wide and handled at the County level 
for the applications. In the past it has always been at done at the local level for authority. Mr. 
Markey previously there was a city or township ordinance that authorized an exemption which 
required negotiations with the taxing authorities. This would circumvent all of that process and is 
a perfunctory matter. They would file the form and if they qualify, the County Auditor would 
have to accept this and then that property would become exempt. Mr. Kernan stated it 
completely takes this out our hands and we have to deal with the tax dollars coming out of our 
community. Mr. Markey stated it’s a lofty goal of having more job ready sites out there, but it’s 
really a burden on the local government. Mr. Kernan stated that it’s an every ten (10) year 
renewal and holds it at that level and then there is a reset in the next ten (10) years. Mr. Rodgers 
questioned the widening of Cleve-Mass Road and the residential homes along that path, would 
this ensure they would be exempt from the higher taxes? Mr. Markey stated this is meant for 
more virgin land and someone putting their own improvements on like developers putting 
improvements in. Mr. Rodgers asked are we shooting ourselves in the foot by not taking 
advantage of the lower tax now and Mr. Markey stated you could do that as a City. Mr. Markey 
went on to explain the problem was if it was the right development or improvement or not. Mr. 
Rodgers stated so then we are not opposing this because of the process, we are opposing it 
because it takes our control away. Mr. Kernan concurred that he has a problem with this because 
we are losing our local control. Ms. Whipkey asked who really benefits from this? Mr. Markey 
stated the State can say that they have progressive policies towards job creation and at times the 
schools and local governments cannot get along to get an exemption as they are the ones that 
benefit primarily from the property taxes. It’s good to attract business with the clime, but it is not 
good for the local governments.  Ms. Whipkey asked if it was the County accepting the business 
and Mr. Markey clarified it was the State as the State would set the rules and then it’s a done 
deal. Mr. Tousley stated by opposing this we are giving our State reps our feedback. Mr. Markey 
noted that there are several form letters that we can prepare to send to the State Reps. Ms. 
Whipkey stated this behooves the City to get behind the OML and we need to show our 
opposition, it’s our schools and city that would be going without the funds and we should be the 
ones able to offer the incentives and what type of business. Mr. Pierson asked if you have two (2) 
entities, as with Barberton, and properties to the west of us are seeking development who holds 
the trump card then? Mr. Markey stated it depends on where the development land lies if it 
straddles both areas. Mr. Markey stated, in relation to the JEDD, they could take the actions and 
do the sewer and water; however for the conditions of a CRA or TIFF exemptions the City of 
Norton still has the say if they want to allow this or not. If you have an agreement stating if you 
want to split the JEDD that is Councils decision whether or not you want to split that revenue. 
Mr. Rodgers asked if what Mr. Markey is saying means that Barberton could take sewers or 
water anywhere in Norton and Mr. Markey replied yes they can within the public right of way as 
it is a utility and any utility can do so. Mr. Pierson stated that is what was passed on the 22nd. 
Mrs. Carr stated that any public utility can access our public right away and there is a process 
they go thru.  
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Mrs. Carr stated any utility can bring into the right of way like Dominion or Time Warner, etc.  
Mr. Pierson stated a utility like power or gas for the public’s welfare, but extending sewer lines, 
unless it is a nuisance, is not in the public’s welfare.  Mrs. Carr stated the difference is you are 
not being assessed for power lines with First Energy or Dominion; Barberton could not do it and 
assess for it without a petition to Norton and Norton agreeing to an assessment. Mr. Kernan 
stated that we need to pull this back to the base of the discussion on SB 235. Mr. Jack Gainer, 
3920 Wadsworth Road, Norton, Ohio stated that in reference to the discussion on the who 
brought the bill forward, someone else or our State Reps.; it does not matter where they are from 
because they will all be voting on this so you just need to get in touch with all of the local reps 
and get them to get behind stopping this. Mr. Gainer stated that you need to send them the 
message that if this bill were to pass they should not be re-elected. You need to stop this in the 
tracts now and if that means the Mayor needs to address this personally, then so be it. Mr. 
Kernan stated our State Reps. are Mr. LaRose and Mrs. Marilyn Slaby. Mr. Kernan asked if there 
is a consensus from Council to have a letter of opposition drafted and there were no objections. 
Mr. Kernan moved to have Mr. Markey prepare a letter to the Bill sponsors and Mrs. Slaby and 
Mr. LaRose, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll Call: Yes: Kernan, Pelot, McGlone 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 3-0.  
 
 
Note Renewal for P-25 Radio’s  
Ms. Whipkey stated is for the compatible radios we looked at last fall where we moved rather 
quickly to get the better pricing. This will be our first payment and Mr. Messner concurred. Ms. 
Whipkey stated after that we will have two more to be all paid with this and Mr. Messner 
concurred. Mr. Messner noted this is due by December 15, 2016 and the bank is already in 
process with the paperwork. Mr. Pelot asked what the interest rate was for the first note and Mr. 
Markey replied it was less than 5% and it was actually 1.35%. Mr. Markey stated that the 
reference of 5% was stated as ceiling in the resolution in the ORC and that it is not to exceed 5%. 
Mr. Messner stated that we will not know the exact rate until we close on the note. Mr. Markey 
stated we could get an indicative rate by next Monday. Mr. Tousley stated last year he thought 
we would be doing this note over several years so what was in the legislation last year? Mr. 
Messner replied last year we only did the note for one year, although he did have conversation 
with First Merit at that time who is now Huntington and would go for the one (1) year and see 
how it went. If we have the capability of paying off as much as we could, which is why we are 
paying $89,000.00 now.  Mr. Pierson asked if this radio system is county wide and Mr. Markey 
replied yes. Mr. Pierson suggested it would be better to combine the financing with all other 
communities and Mr. Markey stated this would not be a good idea because some communities 
paid cash some just leased them, it’s not practical.  Mr. Tousley stated he is not against this but 
felt we knew this due date back in January and he is not fond of the emergency language and 
rushing this thru. Mr. Messner stated that back in January he did not know what the cash flow 
would be in October or November. Mr. Tousley asked what about in July, August or September? 
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Mr. Messner replied we were still working the Silver Springs project and various other roads and 
we have already put $1,300,000.00 in that area and it is hard to forecast for this a year in 
advance. Mr. Pierson asked doesn’t the County give us anticipated revenues a year in advance? 
Mr. Messner relied no, we have only historical figures and they do give us the levy information 
based on estimates, but we still don’t know our expenses, and I can only project revenue and 
expenses. Ms. Whipkey moved to add this to Councils next agenda, with emergency language 
and waiving the readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Pierson 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 3-0.  
 
Health Care Renewal 
Ms. Whipkey stated this is a yearly thing and asked if this is an increase this time? Mr. Messner 
stated yes it’s an increase and that Medical Mutual usually will quote for one (1) year and this 
time they gave us a two (2) year window at 9% so basically its 4.5% for each year and this year 
they were more in advance in their timing than last year. Mrs. Carr reminded Council we had 
reopeners from the unions because of certain thresholds and we are at those thresholds. We have 
had our first meeting with our Health Care Committee which consists of representatives from 
each of the unions. This is our worst case scenario and there could be a change in the deductibles 
or elsewhere and we are hoping to improve these numbers. Mrs. Carr stressed that this rate is a 
worst case scenario. Mr. Pierson asked if Medical Mutual explained why there is an increase and 
if we have had bundles of large claims? Mrs. Carr replied that she was thrilled the 4.5% we are 
still at single digits when there are some communities facing 20% or more increases. Mrs. Carr 
stated she felt the increase is mostly due to the cost of health care and not so much large claims. 
Mr. Messner reminded everyone last year that we had an increase of 11%. Mrs. Carr noted we do 
have several younger employees that have switched from single to family plans as well. Mr. 
Pierson asked what is our employee’s deductible amount and Mrs. Carr replied there is none if 
you stay within the network and is something we want to talk about. Mr. Rodgers asked if we 
offer any insurance for a retired employee and Mrs. Carr replied no, that is handled by the State 
pensions. Mr. McGlone noted that he just got notice that his premium just went up 60%. Mr. 
Messner stated that after the elections tomorrow we could be looking at something totally 
different. Ms. Whipkey moved to add this to Councils next agenda, with emergency language 
and waiving the readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Pierson 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 3-0.  
 
Budget Transfers  
Ms. Whipkey stated this housekeeping to bring our budget in a positive for the Service 
Department Fund and the bond and interest payments.  



 

 8   
   Committee Work Session 
            November 7, 2016 
  Page 8 of 12 
 
   

 

Mr. Messner stated that this is for all of the various notes we have with Barber Road, Berry-
McGowan waterline, the new Fire Station. Mr. Messner stated we are basically negative in the 
Service Dept. Fund and Newpark Drive and we need to move cash over to meet the bond 
payments that are due. In June we only paid the interest on the bond which is around 
$100,000.00 now. In December we will be paying the second half of the interest and the 
principal amount which totals over half a million dollars. Mr. Messner noted he needs this to be 
done in November. Ms. Whipkey moved to add this to Councils next agenda, with emergency 
language and waiving the readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Pierson 
  No: None 
  
Motion passed 3-0.  
 
Unfinished Business:   
Mr. Tousley asked when the Natural Gas Aggregation was up, and Mrs. Carr stated she would 
look at this but she thought this rate just dropped this month. Mc. McGlone stated the program 
ends in November. Ms. Whipkey asked about the representative from Gardiner Energy Group 
stating they would also look at getting us better prices? Mrs. Carr stated that they are looking 
only at our city contracts first and if this is something that we can pass along to the residents as 
well we will work on that. Mr. Tousley asked about Mr. Markey’s memo on October 6, 2016 
regarding the loss of the EPA funding and his conversations with Mr. Dan Halderman, and 
requested Council be provided with a copy of that communication. Mr. Markey replied he would 
copy Council on the emails that were produced. Mrs. Carr stated the gas aggregation is currently 
at 3.35% thru October 2017. Mr. Rodgers stated he just got something from dominion that was 
lower than that and Mrs. Carr stated that our pricing is really more of a stop gap measure and 
there are surely better prices out there. The beauty with our program is that residents can leave at 
any time without a penalty. Mr. Rodgers went back to the discussion about utilities being 
extended to the right of ways and concurred that if Barberton wanted to run a sewer or water line 
to St. Rt. 261 and Medina Line Road, those areas the residents would not be assessed and Mr. 
Markey concurred this is correct. Mr. Markey stated that there are ORC sections that talk about 
extending utilities outside your municipal limits and the water is referenced in 717.01 (G) which 
authorizes cities and villages to fix their waterworks within and outside of its corporation limits. 
Mr. Rodgers asked if we ever got a traffic count on the speed trailer on St. Rt. 261 and Mrs. Carr 
stated yes and she thought all of Council was provided with this information. Mrs. Richards 
concurred and stated she would resend this out to all of Council. Mr. Rodgers asked if we have 
compared our data with the County because the traffic is getting worse there. Mrs. Carr indicated 
she would have Mr. White check on that.  
 
New Business:  
Mr. Tousley wanted to take a moment to personally thank and honor all of our Veterans for their 
service in honor of Veterans Day. Mr. Pierson asked about a recent mechanic’s retirement in the 
Service Garage and he questioned the replacement plans?  
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Mrs. Carr stated that this was an unexpected retirement and we are evaluating this position, the 
work we are doing and whether or not we still need a full time person. Mrs. Carr stated that for 
now we are contracting out for various services. We may also hire a temporary part-time person 
Mr. Carr stated we have already been contracting out for services for certain needs. Mr. Pierson 
asked who are we contracting out to and Mrs. Carr stated it depends what it is and for example 
any diesel work has always been sent out to Elite Diesel which we will continue to do. We will 
be doing price comparisons for things like oil changes and tire rotations and we have an account 
with Fred Martin so we can do oil changes there. Mr. Pierson asked are we using Fred Martin for 
everything except diesel and Mrs. Carr replied no, not for everything as some of your employees 
are equipped to change things like wiper blades, light bulbs, etc. We do call for prices on various 
things. The last thing we want to do is jump in and hire a full time employee when maybe we can 
rework this more. Mr. Pierson asked if we have sent anything to Barberton’s garage for work and 
Mrs. Carr replied no, but she has talked with Barberton and if you recall the schools and the 
cities have been talking about doing a joint garage program and this is currently under a 
feasibility study. We currently refuel at the bus garage and if that site goes away we need a new 
place to refuel. Barberton school and the city are looking at maybe doing some joint things as 
well. All four of us are actively talking about how we can be more efficient, the need for sharing 
services and having one single fueling station and sharing garage space. Mr. Pierson noted that 
we have been doing the Barberton school buses for some time and Mrs. Carr concurred that the 
Norton schools mechanics have done their work. Mrs. Carr stated the reality is those gas pumps 
at the school will eventually go away and we have been talking with the school and with ODOT 
about that. Mrs. Carr noted that ODOT does have a large facility located on St. Rt. 21 and we 
have discussed this as a potential option. Mr. Pierson asked what legal obligation do we have to 
that gas pump at the school? Mrs. Carr stated we contract with the school directly for the 
purchase of our fuel. Mr. Pierson clarified this is the schools responsibility of removing the 
pumps and complying with the EPA and Mrs. Carr concurred. Mr. Pierson asked about the 
standard of weight restrictions for the residential streets? Mrs. Carr replied that she would have 
to check the ordinances. We do have restrictions and you may recall the recent changes Council 
approved with Summit Road indicating the streets that are allowed for truck traffic and 
everything else would fall with the minimum.  Mr. Pierson discussed the recent movement on 
Eastern Road and those heavy trucks are most likely are grossing 75,000-80,000 pounds plus. 
Mrs. Carr noted she and Mr. Pierson had discussions last week regarding this area due to 
Cleveland-Massillon and explained that overall the traffic is mostly running along smoothly with 
a few exceptions. We have been allowing the truck traffic for the school construction to go down 
Easton Road. At times on Cleveland-Massillon Road there are problems. Mrs. Carr noted that 
they do have a permit and they filed the necessary paperwork validating their insurance and 
bonding information and this is a temporary situation. Last week they were hauling gravel and 
this week that should change to asphalt and hopefully this will be moving along farther down the 
road after that. Mr. Pierson asked how long this insurance bond is effective and Mrs. Carr stated 
that she believed it may be 30 days. Mr. Pierson asked for clarification on whether it was the 
school or contractor that was responsible for damages to the road and Mrs. Carr clarified it was 
the contractor. Mr. Pierson stated in the future he wants to see Council move on stiffer weight 
restrictions put in place and have the Summit County Weights and Measures out with portable 
scales get involved in the enforcement.  
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Mr. Pierson stated he also wants to take a look at the cut thru areas. Mr. Pierson stated the 
County could just set up and enforcement inspection zone at the plaza and they can pull trucks 
over left and right and this is a big money maker and other communities do this. Mr. Pierson 
stated that other communities would not stand for that and Mrs. Carr coming from Cuyahoga 
Falls would not tolerate this, nor does Hudson, Silver Lake and others so why should we? Mrs. 
Carr stated they do have the same problem in the Falls and our Police Department did not have 
the time to enforce this issue. Mrs. Carr noted that this heavy truck  issue and the feral cats is just 
not something that is at the top of our priorities as we have the many other more critical items 
needing our attention such as the drug overdose epidemic we have which Mayor Zita would like 
to discuss later on. Mr. Pierson stated the weight limits could be used for a revenue stream and 
for maintenance prevention. Mrs. Carr asked Mr. Pierson for examples of other communities 
enforcing the weight restrictions and he suggested she contact Shaker Heights for their 
enforcement issues.  
 
Topics for the next Work Session: 
Newpark Drive Storm Sewer Project 
 
Public Comments: There were none. Mr. Kernan/Pelot moved to allow 
Mr. Kernan moved to allow for Mr. Zenner to speak as he was not signed in, seconded by Mr. 
Pelot. 
 
Roll Call: Yes: Kernan, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Mr. Charlie Zenner, 3853 Valley Drive, Norton, Ohio asked about the pump station location and 
asked if this is moved back to where it was originally designed and Ms. Whipkey replied yes. 
Mr. Zenner asked if he heard correctly that this will cost $300,000.00 to move it back and Mr. 
Rodgers stated this is closer to $280,000.00. Mr. Zenner asked if the residents along this area are 
paying for any of this by assessment like he is being assessed? Ms. Whipkey replied no. Mr. 
Zenner asked so you mean to say that the City pays for all of that and Ms. Whipkey replied yes. 
Mr. Zenner stated that are about seven (7) properties plus Brookside Golf Course in that area and 
he asked if they will pay anything? Ms. Whipkey replied that anyone on the south side from 
Brookside Court up to Shellhart on the south side of Greenwich are not being assessed either. 
The people on the opposite side of Shellhart are either in the mandated area or opted to be 
included will be assessed; the rest would have to ante up later. Mr. Zenner questioned if they 
would only be paying $2,000,00 to $3,000.00 for connecting to the line and Ms. Whipkey stated 
they would be paying close to what you are paying. Ms. Whipkey pointed out it was likely they 
would not have the option of being assessed and would have to pay up front. Mr. Markey stated 
let’s say the final assessment is $11,200.00 those resident that tap in would have to pay the fees 
per benefit when they tie in and cannot be assessed on their taxes. Mr. Zenner stated so then they 
would not be getting sewers for free and Ms. Whipkey concurred.  
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The people in Nash Heights are not footing the bill for moving this pump station, nor are those 
residents getting sewer for free. Mr. Pierson stated that would be Barberton Council that sets the 
rate and not Norton. Mr. Markey concurred it would be Barberton Council that sets those rates 
because it is a Barberton sewer project. Mr. Pierson stated we are using the Fund 128 account to 
pay that $300,000.00 which comes from the income tax credit roll back which every citizen 
working outside the community pays into; so you are all sharing that in this community.  Mr. 
Zenner asked if we are putting sewers in on Cleveland-Massillon Road up to St. Rt. 21, and 
Greenwich Road up to I-76 then why did Oser and Shellhart get left out? Mr. Pierson stated that 
would be up to Barberton’s discretion. Mrs. Carr stated that’s not correct because if you recall 
when we brought the Cleveland-Massillon Road sewer plans to Council some on City Council 
were adamant that we do not invade any residential properties by extending sewer so on 
Shellhart we took the sewer line to the manhole, and she did not recall that Oser was ever a part 
of that discussion. Mrs. Carr stated if any of those residents are interested in sewer they can 
petition for it and we would be happy to extend it to them. Mr. Rodgers stated your assessment is 
not going to change no matter if the whole City gets sewers at this point. Mr. Rodgers stated that 
sewer line is not going up to St. Rt. 21 it’s stopping at Golf Course Drive, unless it changed 
again, and the church is not in play nor any homes beyond Golf Course Drive Mr. Markey stated 
that what was negotiated is the transfer of land for exchange of the tap in fees.  Mr. Zenner stated 
that it always seems that Norton reacts instead of acting on something or planning; we have to 
always wait for something to happen, and then we argue. Ms. Whipkey pointed out, it’s the same 
difference, we took Little Boulevard out and it’s a dead end street as well as Brookside. Mr. 
Zenner stated we should be doing water at the same time the sewers go in. Mr. Pierson stated that 
if you think that with Barberton involved and having the right to sewer the entire City that it 
won’t happen? Mr. Pierson stated it was reported the surcharges would rebuild Barberton’s 
infrastructure so it will happen and that every citizen will be affected at some point. Mr. Zenner 
stated that this whole City needs to have sewer and water and you have to have something that 
will bring people here.  
 
Public Updates: 
Mayor Zita discussed a Heroine Awareness Program on Tuesday, Nov 15, 2016 from 6:00 to 
8:00 PM at Grace Church and is a community wide event. For more details you can visit www.   
Norton.GraceOhio.Org to reserve a seat if you plan to attend, there is no cost to attend. Mrs. Carr 
stated that we will be dedicating the new playground equipment at Frashure Park on Thursday 
November 17, 2016 at 4:30 and the next dedication will be for the equipment in Helmick Park 
later in the month. Mrs. Carr stated the equipment was obtained by CDBG Funding which 
includes the rubberized mulch. Mr. Messner stated he expects the installation of the new AV 
equipment starting tomorrow and will include a new lectern that will need approval by Council 
as to where to move this to.  Mr. Messner stated that we will be doing a live test on Thursday. 
Mr. Messner stated he is close to the finalization of the 2017 Budget and that he wishes to meet 
with the Finance Committee and has not heard any complaints on this process. He understands 
that Ms. Whipkey and Mr. Pelot are available on the afternoon of November 18, 2016 but Mr. 
Pierson is not. If we cannot coordinate the dates he will provide the full books next week to 
everyone. Mr. Messner stated that if we get this in front of the Finance Committee for review 
that does not remove the rights of any other members to participate.  
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Mr. Tousley stated the Budget is the main thing we are in control over and he feels that full 
Council needs to be involved. Ms. Whipkey stated that Council still has the full involvement 
regardless; it’s not like you cannot have involvement. Mr. Rodgers suggested the Finance 
Committee set the date and if the others want to attend they can do so as we have less than six 
(6) weeks to get it done. Mr. Rodgers asked how many more meetings do we have before break 
and Mrs. Richards replied there are five (5) more, but you could schedule during the week. Mr. 
Kernan agreed with the Finance Committee concept and for all of us to sit here for six (6) hours 
two (2) or three (3) times and go line by line thru the budget is not productive; anyone with a 
question can come to the meeting or ask at the next meeting.  Mr. Pierson stated he deals with 
industries and sometimes they meet at night, but he would give his schedule for the next five (5) 
to seven (7) days to Mr. Messner and we should work out the details. Mr. Rodgers suggested we 
call one for next Monday at 6 PM and begin then. Mr. Messner stated next year we have no 
capital expenses and other than the three (3) departments everything is consequential. Ms. 
Whipkey noted the next Council meeting is Monday, November 14, 2016 with a Finance 
Committee Meeting at 6 pm.  
 
Adjourn  
There being no other business to come before the Committee Work Session, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:43 PM. 
 
___________________________ 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council 
 
 
 

*NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM* 
 

**ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE 
CLERK OF COUNCIL.** 

 
 All Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building, unless 
otherwise noted.  
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