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NORTON CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING   
SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 
 
Roll Call Rick Rodgers    Also Present:     
  Dennis McGlone  Mayor Mike Zita 
  Joe Kernan    Valerie Wax Carr 
  Dennis Pierson  Ron Messner 
  Paul Tousley   Justin Markey 
  Scott Pelot    Karla Richards 

Charlotte Whipkey  Dave White 
      

The Regular Council Meeting convened on Monday, September 26, 2016 at 7:00 PM, in the 
Council Chambers of the Safety Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of 
silent prayer.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Mr. Rodgers stated that he would be asking for discussion regarding the video and sound 
equipment later in the evening under old business.  
 
Service Dept. Vehicle Purchase  
Mr. Pierson moved to add Ord #83-2016 to the agenda, seconded by Mr. Tousley. 
 
Roll Call: Yes: Pierson, Tousley, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pelot, Whipkey 
  No: None 
  
Motion passed 7-0. Ms. Whipkey stated this issue was also just addressed during a meeting of 
the Board of Control just prior to our meeting.  
 
Ms. Whipkey stated that she had made a mistake last week with roll call for the last Special 
Council Meeting and had noted that Mr. Rodgers was excused and Mr. Pierson indicated Mr. 
Rodgers would be tardy but eventually would show up for the meeting. Mr. Rodgers did not 
show so he would be recorded as unexcused. Mr. Rodgers stated he was unaware of his schedule 
for that time and it was also not a mandatory meeting, however you can mark it however you 
like. 
 
Presentation by Dan Karant-Summit County Public Health Issue 
Mr. Karant discussed several updates from the County Board of Health such as a syringe drop 
off program that was for unused, packaged syringes which could be brought to his store and the 
flu vaccines (see attached) that he recommended not getting before October 1st. Mr. Rodgers 
asked about used medication drop off locations as he believed Barberton has one.  
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Mr. Karant answered that each City has a location for the medication. Mr. Karant stated that the 
Fire Department has a drop box that was donated by CVS Pharmacy. Mr. Rodgers clarified the 
place in Barberton was a clinic of some type and they reused medications. Mr. Karant stated that 
what Mr. Rodgers is referring to is the Free Clinic in Barberton and wasn’t sure if they offered 
that as he was not directly involved with it. Mr. Karant added he recommended Open M, in 
Akron as they do try and reuse some medications, but suggested calling them. Mr. Karant also 
discussed the Medication take back day will be November 5, 2016 at the Medicine Shoppe 
Pharmacy from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Mr. Pelot asked if there will also be a gun take back on 
that day and Mr. Karant replied yes, Officer Sams would be on site for this event.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC-Agenda and Non-Agenda Items 
Mr. William Paluch, 3740 Shellhart Road, Norton, Ohio asked where are his answers to his 
previous questions regarding the Equalization Board process? Mr. Rodgers asked if all of 
Council received his initial questions and Ms. Whipkey replied yes. Mr. Rodgers stated that he 
would take the time to go through the minutes and provide him with the answers so we do not 
have to keep going through this each meeting.  
 
Mr. Jason Sams, 3782 Long Drive, Norton, Ohio, discussed his concerns regarding Ord. #82-
2016 for the Community Center Fees, and he noted the rates being doubled for non-residents. 
Mr. Sam’s thanked Mr. Messner for his time explaining these details to him. Mr. Sams thanked 
Mr. McGlone’s previous comments that the rental fees should not be a money maker for the City 
and he agreed. Mr. Sams discussed the fact that many of these renters are not from the 
community and they do come here to shop and eat in Norton and he considers them as a potential 
customer or resident. Mr. Sams stated he had spoken to Mr. Messner and they both agree that 
Norton could be a possible halfway point for those coming from Cleveland or elsewhere and he 
personally did not want to see us turning away potential business.  Mr. Sams suggested we raise 
the rates over a five (5) year time frame instead of all at once. Mr. Sams discussed the 
application process which can be found on line. Mr. Sams suggested showcasing our local 
business in a pamphlet that lets you know where you can find businesses for flowers, balloons, 
catering options, etc. We really need to showcase these businesses to any potential new 
customer; let’s not just hand them the rules and regulations.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the August 22, 2016 Regular Council Meeting, approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the September 6, 2016 Committee Work Session, approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the September 6, 2016 Special Council Meeting, approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the September 12, 2016 Regular Council Meeting, approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the September 19, 2016 Special Council Meeting, approved as submitted. 
Minutes of the September 19, 2016 Committee Work Session-Deferred to October 10, 2016 
 
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS-None 
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW LEGISLATION 
ORD #74-2016  
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #74-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE BID OF CAVANAUGH BUILDING CORPORATION 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $363,136.93 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SILVER SPRINGS DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.  
 
First reading only. Mr. Pelot stated he is reading this ordinance and he understands the parties 
have not signed at this point. Mr. Pelot stated that he wanted to amend this to make sure that we 
on Council have fulfilled our obligation and protect the City’s money. Mr. Pelot moved to amend 
the legislation to state that the private construction is contingent on all parties signing, seconded 
by Mr. Kernan. Mr. Pierson stated he believes this is very fair and that the parties involved 
would like to see this body pass it first before they all sign off. Mr. Pelot agreed adding that this 
just protects our side of things. Mr. Kernan stated that we could vote on the amendment and 
waive the readings this evening to get this project moving and Mr. Pierson stated that it is his 
intention to do so. Mr. Pierson stated he was sure the residents are honorable, they have given us 
their word, and we need to keep ours. Mr. Markey stated it will say no public dollars are to be 
used until the signatures are in place so that we are not misusing public funds. Ms. Whipkey 
asked how long they have to sign off and Mrs. Carr replied she has three (3) that have signed off 
and we are waiting for four (4) more which she has appointments for three (3) of them scheduled 
for tomorrow, and there is one (1) party she has not heard back from. Mrs. Carr stated she wants 
to have everything wrapped by tomorrow; the contractor is ready to go and every day we delay is 
a day we lose to start working. Mrs. Carr stated she would like to see the legislation and all 
signed off by the end of this week. Mr. Markey noted nothing will start until all of the paperwork 
is signed and in place so he was not sure we needed a time limit. Mr. Tousley asked if we can 
have this amendment prepared now so that we can all see this before we vote on this later this 
evening. Mr. Markey stated he would work on the language now. Mrs. Carr noted that we have a 
notary on staff this evening; Mrs. Richards can notarize for anyone here this evening that wishes 
to sign off; we will stay after the meeting to handle this. 
 
Roll Call: Yes: Pelot, Kernan, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: none 
 
Motion passed 7-0 to amend Ord. #74-2016. Ms. Whipkey and Mr. Pelot asked if we can 
continue with the next two pieces of legislation that are related to Silver Springs Drive and Mr. 
Markey noted this is fine to do so.  
 
ORD#75-2016  
Ms. Whipkey offered Ord. #75-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES 
OF THE CITY OF NORTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
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Ms. Whipkey stated this basically is Council giving the authority to spend this money. Mr. 
McGlone stated last week Mr. Messner was struggling on where to find that extra $50,000.00 
and he asked Mr. Messner if he was able to find the extra money? Mr. Messner replied that no, 
we need to appropriate and he will be transferring with an exuberant amount of money going into 
that transfer. Ms. Whipkey moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. 
Pelot.  
 
Roll Call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No:  None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Ms. Whipkey moved to adopt Ord #75-2016, seconded by Mr. Pelot. 
 
Roll Call: Yes:  Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No:  None 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
ORD #76-2016  
Ms. Whipkey offered Ord. #76-2016 for its first reading, and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE TRANSFERS FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR 2016 INTO VARIOUS FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Ms. Whipkey moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.   

Roll Call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No:  None 

Motion passed 7-0. 

Ms. Whipkey moved to adopt Ord. #76-2016, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  

Roll Call: Yes:  Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No:  None 

Motion passed 7-0. 

ORD #77-2016  
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord #77-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 1066.02 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF NORTON, OHIO; APPROVING THE FEES AND COSTS OF THE RENTAL 
OF PARK FACILITIES; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
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First reading only.  

ORD #78-2016  
Ms. Whipkey offered Ord. #78-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACTS WITH LEGAL DEFENDERS OFFICE OF SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO, INC., 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Ms. Whipkey noted this is boiler plate and provides counsel for indigent clients. Ms. Whipkey 
moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  

Roll Call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 

Ms. Whipkey moved to adopt Ord #78-2016, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  

Roll Call: Yes: Whipkey, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Pierson, Tousley 
  No: None 

Motion passed 7-0. 

ORD #79-2016  
Mr. Tousley offered Ord #79-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF NORTON AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF EMT’S AND PARAMEDICS R7-26, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
 
Mr. Tousley stated this was worked on with the Administration and the part-time firefighters 
giving them a .15 cent per hour increase in addition to 1.5% for 2016 and it is retroactive. Mr. 
Tousley moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Kernan. 

Roll Call: Yes: Tousley, Kernan, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Pelot, Whipkey 
  No: None 

Motion passed 7-0. 

Mr. Tousley moved to adopt Ord #79-2016, seconded by Mr. Kernan.  

Roll Call: Yes: Tousley, Kernan, Rodgers, McGlone, Pierson, Pelot, Whipkey 
  No: None 

Motion passed 7-0. 



     
   
  Regular Council Mtg. 
  September 26, 2016 
  Page 6 of 9 
 
 
      

 

6

ORD #80-2016  
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #80-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF 
AGREEMENTS WITH HUNTINGTON PUBLIC CAPITAL CORPORATION AND 
GARDINER SERVICE COMPANY FOR THE LEASE-PURCHASE OF VARIOUS ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

First reading only.  

ORD #81-2016  
Mr. Rodgers offered Ord. #81-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:   

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 1066.04 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF NORTON, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
First reading only. 

ORD #83-2016 
Mr. Pierson offered Ord. #83-2016 for its first reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE A 2006 FORD F-450 XL SUPER DUTY FROM TRY 
AUTO SALES CORP., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Mr. Pierson moved to waive the second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot. Mr. Pierson 
explained the need to rush this is because Mr. Reynolds and our mechanic Mr. Hutchings have 
found this needed used vehicle at the low cost of $28,000.00 and we have to act quickly to get 
this. We have the cash so we do not need to do any financing for this vehicle. The replacement is 
for a one ton super duty Ford; the rocker panels are badly corroded on both sides, underneath and 
into the chassis on the current vehicle.  This has had numerous transmission issues on it at 
around 96,000 miles on it and we need to replace it at some point. Mr. Pierson noted this is in 
really good shape and originally came from Florida. Mr. McGlone asked how many miles are on 
this used replacement and Mr. Pierson replied it’s 46,000. Mr. Rodgers stated this is a dump 
truck right, and Mr. Pierson replied no it’s a one ton super duty pick-up truck and Mr. Messner 
noted this has an eleven (11) foot bed on it. Mr. Pierson stated it has a small dump on it and we 
are anticipating its use for small jobs and very light plowing, basically used to pull equipment 
like our durapatcher. It’s not intended to be used for heavy street maintenance. Mr. Tousley 
asked what a new vehicle would cost and Mr. Messner replied, it would be over $80,000.00. Mr. 
Tousley asked is it typical to get up to 90,000 miles or has this vehicle just been out performed? 
Mr. Messner replied that vehicle has gone through five (5) transmissions in its life time. Mr. 
Pelot added he felt it was atypical to go through five transmissions.  Mr. Pierson stated that he 
had asked about the transmission issues we are having and no one, including Ford could explain 
the reason for this or a solution. Mr. Pierson stated this seems to be an adequate vehicle for what 
we want to do and it did come from the south and has no rust on the sub frame or the body. This 
could easily get us through the next 3-4 years and could get us down the road a little.  
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Ms. Whipkey asked if we will be undercoating this and Mr. Messner replied yes. Mr. Pierson 
stated this is not intended to be used for salting or brining but more for light construction. Mr. 
Tousley asked if we have looked at this vehicle and Mr. Pierson replied yes Mr. Hitchings did 
inspect this. Mr. Messner noted we have purchased other vehicles from this same vendor.  
 
Roll Call: Yes:  Pierson, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No:      None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Ord. #83-2016, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll Call: Yes: Pierson, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
AMENDED ORD #74-2016 Continued  
Mr. Pierson asked for Mr. Markey to read the changes proposed. Mr. Markey stated at the end of 
Section 2 it will now read as follows: Notwithstanding the forgoing, no funds of the City shall be 
expended on the private portion of the project until the Administration has obtained appropriate 
easements or work rights over the private portion or a permanent dedication of such property 
necessary to complete the private portion of the project. Mr. Markey reminded everyone again 
that this is so that no public funds are spent for private purposes. Mr. Pierson moved to waive the 
second and third readings, seconded by Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll Call:  Yes:  Pierson, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: None 
 
Motion passed 7-0.  
 
Mr. Pierson moved to adopt Amended Ord. #84-2016, seconded Mr. Pelot.  
 
Roll Call: Yes: Pierson, Pelot, Rodgers, McGlone, Kernan, Tousley, Whipkey 
  No: McGlone 
 
Motion passed 6-1.    
 
INTRODUCTION OF PRIOR LEGISLATION 
 
ORD #71-2016  
Mr. Pelot offered Ord. #71-2016 for its third reading and asked the Clerk to read it:  
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE PLANS FOR THE NASH 
HEIGHTS GRAVITY SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PUMP STATION 
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PHASE II, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER AN 
AGREEMENT WITH BARBERTON FOR THE TRANSFER OF THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
CONSTRUCTING THE NASH HEIGHTS GRAVITY SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
Mr. Pelot moved to adopt Ord. #71-2016, seconded by Whipkey. Mr. Tousley asked Mr. Markey 
assuming that the signatures are valid on the referendum, what is the impact on this legislation? 
Mr. Markey stated since the referendum deals with the sewer agreement with Barberton, there 
would be no transfer to the City of Barberton, and this ordinance would not have any effect later 
on.  Mr. Tousley stated so if that scenario happens and there was a vote passed next November 
this would just be in place at that point and Mr. Markey concurred.  Mr. Rodgers asked if it goes 
to the November 2017 election, Norton can still fulfill the EPA mandate to comply and build the 
system, and Mr. Markey noted that is correct. Mr. Markey added that we have a bid and if we 
pass this legislation now, we can award that contract at a later time. Mr. Rodgers stated that in 
passing this legislation we are amending the plans for Phase II and Mr. Markey concurred. Mr. 
Rodgers asked if we award the construction that is for the entire project and Mr. Markey replied 
yes. Mr. Rodgers stated so this is not going to mess us up and Mr. Markey responded that’s 
correct.  
 
Roll Call: Yes:  Pelot, Whipkey, McGlone, Kernan,  
  No:  Rodgers, Pierson, Tousley 
 
Motion passed 4-3 however; the emergency clause will not take effect. That needed five (5) yeas 
for this to take effect. Ordinance #71-2016 will not go into effect until 30 days from the date of 
the Mayors signature.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Mr. Rodgers noted that Mr. Messner has received a bid on the streaming costs to present to cost 
and the total is about $10,400.00. The streaming is about $1,400.00 for the fifteen (15) months, 
which is a better deal than what we had before and what was first proposed to Council. Mr. 
Rodgers asked to have this item next week’s agenda under the Committee of the Whole. Mr. 
Messner stated Council has already seen Mr. Ring’s estimate of $8,932.00. Mr. Messner stated 
that Livestream would not work with the new equipment and he did reach out to WOUSA and 
they have failed to respond. Mr. Messner stated that he did reach out to another streaming 
company called UStream. They quickly responded and felt that their silver plan would best suit 
our needs and they want to do billing for fifteen (15) months for which will need two (2) 
purchase orders one for this year and one for next year for a total of $1,485.00 and is the total for 
the streaming platform and full support. Mr. Messner noted this is based on usage and can 
increase over time.  Although they will bill monthly, they prefer to do a whole year and we can 
adjust it as we go to fit our needs.  Mr. Messner explained there would be a new camera in the 
back of the room above the video room with a wider view and will have a new podium, new 
microphones and bases. The front of the metal desks could be lined with wood grain to match the 
room. Mr. Messner stated we are talking about 3-4 weeks to get everything up and running and 
the live streaming would end up being about $1,000.00 less a year. Mr. Messner stated it may be 
possible to have it up and running sometime in November.  
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Mr. Rodgers stated he is hopeful that this will solve all of the issues we have been having. If this 
is the case he felt this Council could step away from this issue and be done with it. Mr. Pierson 
asked about the retention of meetings and the costs involved. Mr. Messner stated we will be 
saving our own meetings on a devise that Mrs. Richards already has. When the minutes are 
approved the videos are generally deleted. Mr. Rodgers asked to have discussion at the next 
Work Session under Committee of the Whole. Mr. Rodgers asked Mrs. Richards to check with 
other Clerks and see what their process is for deleting the archived videos. Mrs. Richards 
indicated that she would; however she believes most communities follow their retention 
schedules, which is formatted from the Ohio Historical Society. Mr. Markey stated that since this 
is two different vendors here and each are under the $10,000.00 threshold there is no need to take 
this to the Board of Control or Council to approve with legislation, it can just be a voice vote to 
go out and do this next week.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Zita read several announcements (see attached). 
 
PUBLIC UPDATES-There were none. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no other business to come before the Regular Council Meeting, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:03 PM. 
 
__________________________ 
Charlotte Whipkey, President of Council 
 
 
I, Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council for the City of Norton, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing minutes were approved at a Regular Council Meeting held on October 11, 2016. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Karla Richards, CMC-Clerk of Council 
 
NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM 
 
***ORIGINAL SIGNED AND APPROVED MINUTES ARE ON FILE WITH THE CLERK 
OF COUNCIL 
 
**All Council & Committee Meetings will be held at the Norton Safety Administration Building, 
unless otherwise noted. 
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