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NORTON HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD 
CITY OF NORTON 

Tuesday, April 25, 2006 
 

The Health Advisory Board of the City of Norton, Ohio, convened for a public meeting in the Shirley L. McGuire 
Community Center Boardroom.  Chairperson Daniel Karant called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
PRESENT:           Daniel Karant, Nancy Delnay, Dalia Spisak, Mike Zita   
 
ABSENT:  Dr. Robert Littlejohn 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Pritchard, Director of Planning & Community Dev. 

Ed Binic, Environmental Health Dir., BHD 
    
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes of Tuesday, March 22, 2006, and Chairman Daniel Karant called for a motion.   
Ms. Dalia Spisak moved to approve the minutes as submitted; seconded by Ms. Nancy Delnay.  ROLL CALL:  
Ms. Spisak-Yea, Ms. Delnay-Yea, Mr. Mike Zita-Yea, Mr. Karant-Yea.  The motion passed 4-0, approving the 
minutes as submitted.  They were signed and processed accordingly. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A.) 3020 Hillier Road: 
Mr. Ed Binic said that the Barberton Board of Health (BBH) would be asking for a recommendation from the Norton 
Health Advisory Board (NHAB) on how to proceed with the appeals case regarding 3020 Hillier Road at their next 
meeting.  Mr. Karant explained that the Barberton Health District (BHD) denied a request from Mr. Robert Clapper, 
owner of 3020 Hillier Road, to construct a septic system due to a lack of required acreage, poor soils and a proposed new 
home.  He commented that if Mr. Clapper is permitted his request, it would set a precedence for future similar requests.  
Mr. Karant added that several options were given Mr. Clapper but he is insistent on a septic system.  Ms. Spisak asked if 
Mr. Clapper gave a legitimate basis for his persistency.  Mr. Binic said no.  He explained that Mr. Clapper wants to raze 
the existing house and build a new one.  He said that there was also little potential for an experimental waste treatment 
system working on that location.  Mr. Binic commented that the BHD does not like giving this type of news to a property 
owner, but it is a small lot with bad soils, so there was no alternative.  He added that the Ohio Department of Health 
(ODH) and Ms. Karen Mancl, Ohio Authority on Wastewater Treatment upholds the BHD�s decision. 
 
Ms. Delnay wondered the amount of land and/or residents Norton might lose because of this type of situation.  She was 
concerned that Mr. Clapper would be losing his home.  Mr. Karant commented that this was a second property for  
Mr. Clapper.  Mr. Zita said Mr. Clapper resides on Krancz Drive.  Mr. Binic stated that residents would not be vacated 
from existing homes if their septic system failed; but this is a new construction.  Mr. Karant said that the bottom line was 
that guidelines had to be followed.  After discussion, the Board realized that because of existing standards and policies, 
they had no alternative but to concur with the BHD.  Mr. Binic said that hopefully the BBH would agree. 
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Ms. Spisak wondered by what grounds the BBH could disagree with the BHD�s decision.  There was discussion regarding 
a similar case from the past.  Mr. Binic stated that the property owner in that case has not yet resubmitted a revised plan 
that was requested by the BHD.  He said that additional land, however, might be added to that property, which would 
change the situation. 
 
B.) Sanitary Sewer Tie-in Project: 
Mr. Binic reported that approximately 35 orders were submitted to Norton businesses regarding the Sanitary Sewer Tie-in 
Project.  He said that one of the businesses requested a 60-day extension, which was granted.  There have been five 
appeals, which are scheduled for later this week. 
 
Mr. Binic said the BHD would be following through with the orders between now and the next three months.  He 
explained that they would work with those businesses attempting to tie-in.  Mr. Mike Lyons, Law Director, will contact 
those who have done nothing. 
 
C.) 2006 Goals for the NHAB: 
The Board discussed placing information pertaining to various health issues on Channel 15 for public awareness.  After 
discussion, however, the Board decided to focus on informing the public about the Emergency Preparedness Exercise 
(EPE), regarding the Avian Influenza.  They would contact Mrs. Ann Campbell, Administrative Assistant, regarding this 
matter. 
 
The Board also discussed preparing a public questionnaire.  Mr. Jeff Pritchard informed them that the City had an online 
survey program for questionnaires.  He suggested they contact the Administration for it�s availability to them.   
Mr. Binic suggested that the Health Promotion Group might help the NHAB prepare a questionnaire. 
 
D.) Update on the Emergency Preparedness Exercise: 
Mr. Karant stated that the EPE would be held on Saturday, August 12, 2006, at the Barberton High School.  Ms. Delnay 
wondered if there was any funding for it.  Mr. Binic said no. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A.) Avian Influenza: 
Mr. Karant was concerned about the Avian Influenza because there was no vaccine for it at this time.  He said that the 
United States had a higher standard of health quality than other nations so he believed we would be less effected, but there 
needs to be public awareness of this situation. 
 
B.) Proposed Property Maintenance Code: 
Ms. Spisak said that she was sorry to hear that the proposed Property Maintenance Code failed in Council.  There was 
further discussion and Ms. Spisak said that she believed that this would be a Norton health matter.  The NHAB members 
should be more aware of these types of issues coming before Council, she said. 
 
C.) Discussion regarding the BBH Wednesday, April 26, 2006, Agenda: 
The Board discussed the following items on the BBH Wednesday, April 26, 2006 Agenda: 

 
1.) Item 8.B.-CFHS Grant Cut: 
Ms. Delnay explained that the Community and Family Health Services (CFHS) Grant was a grant focused on 
assisting and accessing with the health care needs of children and family.  She asked the Board to keep in mind 
when the BBH discusses this issue, that there are two sides to every story.  She believed the grant funds were 
appropriately dispersed. 

 
2.) Item 7.B.-2006 Budget-Mayor�s Plan: 
Ms. Delnay asked Mr. Binic if the BHD budget was official.  Mr. Binic said yes.  She wondered why some of the 
BHD�s employees were not aware of the budget. 
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