Increasing Waler Quality
Decteasing Waoter Quantity
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NATNJRES REVENGE

ater. However, we have made i

Nature has the best experience in knowing whatto do with rain
progressively more difficult for nature to manage rain water

Nature is constantly working to maintain or to restore its ha
plants catching some rain water immediately, managing rai Vy vegetation
slows the flow of rain water across the land and helps keep the surface of the ground looge, allowing more
water to seep into the ground. Native plant roots can grow as deep as 12-15 feet, giving the plants the
ability to aggressively capture rain water and store it in and around their roots.

What have we done to interfere with what nature already does so well?

1. We have greatly reduced vegetation. The fewer the trees and other broad-Igaf plants available to
the more that goes to a stream.
too much temporary surface water storage. If enough surface water storage is
is forced into the stream than nature made the sfream to carry.

portions of the stream’s floodplain. This furthey reduces the stream’s ability
he stream needs more floodplain, not less, to/adequately process the

ny streams into ditches thinking that we werg givin streams the ability to

To a human, this would appear to make sense - deepen, widen, and st ild the

banks higher giving the stream the ability to hold more water. Nature, like this.
It no longer has the capability to use its floodplain. Because we hav e what
they need, they are forced to take revenge. This results in injuries, d ds, and

bridges. The stream will erode the bank until it has lowered the lan ss to
the floodplain. At the same time, the stream is looking for a new floo
removed from the banks. When the floodplain is not available, it is for
downstream, choking the stream with mud and debris, often depositing
After a storm passes, a stream also deposits sediment and debris in its 0 next storm
occurs, some of the debris and sediment deposited by a previous storm catc s and sediment.
In this way, the stream is building a “ladder” to raise the bed of the stream closer to its floodplain. Thus, the
stream is working to lower its floodplain and to raise its stream bed, eventually bringing them together.

homes.



_ Aquatic Critter Scoop
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contain molecules 6. Now you are able to visit the wet and wiggly world of a stream.

that dinosaurs UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS

drank!

was when the

The water from

Water is the only
substance found
on Earth that
naturally comes in

three forms:
solid, liquid, and

gas.

A resident of

America will use
about 100 gallons

of water a day, a
resident of

Europe will use 50

gallons a day, and

a resident of sub-
Saharan Africa

will only use 2.5
gallons a day! William B. Judge, Mayor
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